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UNAA SA PRESIDENT’S REPORT   2013—2014
John Crawford

After such a busy year, with so much achieved, and so many to thank, I am unsure where to 
begin.

As you will see from this report, we have again been involved in a wide range of activities, not 
only as our own UNAASA projects to publicise the United Nations, but also by networking and 
working with other groups we have been able to extend our reach more widely than would 
have been achieved if we were limited to just the effort of our own volunteers.

I thank everyone who has helped during the year for their support and frequent kind words.

1. OUR PATRONS
Again thank you to our patrons. 

•	 The Governor of South Australia, His Excellency Rear Admiral Kevin Scarce AC CSC 
RANR, 

•	 The Lieutenant Governor of South Australia and Chairman of the SA Multicultural and 
Ethnic Affairs Commission, Mr. Hieu Van Le AO, 

•	 Sister Patricia Pak Poy RSM AM, and 

•	 The Lord Mayor of Adelaide, Stephen Yarwood. 

We very much appreciate having their support, and having such a great group of notable South 
Australians willingly to supporting our activities is much appreciated.

2. OUR MAJOR SUPPORTERS
We have now settled quite well into our shop front office at 57/81 Carrington Street. With-
out the ongoing lease agreement whereby our rent is subsidized by the State Government 
we would be unable to afford to rent such convenient and workable premises. We could not 
survive without this Government support that ensures that we pay a similar rent to that we 
would have paid had we remained in the Torrens Building in Victoria Square.

Again we have received a grant from the Norman Percy Cole Bequest. This money is given to 
us through the Public Trustee to support and assist disadvantaged young people. We have 
again been able to assist the SA Children’s Week Committee. We have also supported the 
United Nations Youth Association SA by offering scholarships and grants to a range of young 
people who could not otherwise afford to attend the UNYA State Conference or other events 
because of distance or family circumstances. Support has also been given to disadvantaged 
young persons for further training.

We must thank our pro bono auditor DFK Gray Perry, Chartered Accountants, who through one 
of their partners, Brendon Skates, has helped us so much. Especially since Brendon agreed to 
become our Treasurer at the AGM as well as agreeing to find someone else to undertake the 
audit this year.

Our office has two desktop computers, and largely unseen but so essential to our activities, is 
the broadband internet access in the office that is provided by Internode. The ongoing support 
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and help in this way is very much appreciated. The WiFi access it offers is also important en-
abling volunteers who bring their own laptop or iPad (especially the UN Youth members who 
are so much more computing and telephone literate) to access their email and the internet. 

3. HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PAST YEAR
This has been a very busy year, involving so many people, so much involvement on a wide 
range of activities, and such generous support in so many ways.

3.1  UN Day Dinner, 20 October 2013.
The Dinner was undoubtedly the highlight. With the move to the National Wine Centre we 
were no longer constrained by how many 
people could attend. Our guest speaker 
Alexander Downer offered a great vote of 
confidence in the UN. Not only did Alexan-
der explain his role over the past 5 years 
as the UN Special Envoy to Cyprus, but 
he also told us how important the UN is 
for the world and its future, in spite of its 
fairly evident flaws largely arising from 
how it was created in the aftermath of the 
Second World War. The UN function as 
a forum to coordinate and negotiate the 
tensions arising between nations is only 
a small part of its role—albeit one of the 
most difficult. In addition the large num-
ber of agencies are so important in the 
activities whereby they coordinate and 
have oversight of the wide range of world 
issues, covering health, finance, refugees, 
patents, and so on.

The UN Year of Quinoa offered a 
South American theme, where we 
must thank the notable Adelaide 
chefs who assisted with the quinoa 
canapés which were offered in the-
outdoor area at the Wine Centre be-
fore dinner. The music from the South 
American singing group and musi-
cians provided an ideal backdrop. 

Thank you not only for those who 
donated food (including the Artisan 
Cheese Making Academy at Regency 
TAFE), but also for the great prizes of-
fered for the silent auction and raffle.

Lieutenant Governor, Hieu van Le and our UN Day Dinner 
Speaker, Alexander Downer

The Quinoa Chefs at the UN Day Dinner
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3.2  Humanitarian Day Lun-
cheon 
We again celebrated the UN Humanitar-
ian Day with a luncheon at Tiros Restau-
rant, Regency Park School of Catering. 
Our guests at the charity luncheon were 
from St Vincent de Paul (Vinnie’s). Arch-
bishop Philip Wilson spoke, and offered 
the grace, and our master of ceremonies 
Amanda Blair was a delight. Our guests 
really enjoyed the food, some saying 
they had never enjoyed a meal so much, 
and that for them it was a completely 
new experience. They were our special 
people for the afternoon; we followed 
the advice of Kid President from the 
New York UN Humanitarian Day video, and treated everyone there “as though it was their 
birthday”.

We thank both students and staff at the Regency Park TAFE for looking after us all so well.

The afternoon included the UN Humanitarian Day video from New York with Kid President 
interviewing Beyoncé. The film was also shown during the week of Humanitarian Day on the 
“Big Screen” in Rundle Mall.

As a further part of our recognition of Humanitarian Day, on 16 October UNAASA was pleased 
to present a UN Scholarship to a student at the Regency graduation dinner.

3.3  UN Year of Quinoa. Australian Launch at 
Government House 28 June
The Governor of South Australia Rear Admiral Kevin 
Scarce launched the UN International Year of Quinoa 
for Australia at Government House in Adelaide on 28th 
June 2013. The Director of the United Nations Informa-
tion Centre, Canberra, Mr Christopher Woodthorpe, the 
official United Nations representative in Australia, gave 
the main address. Present also at the ceremony was the 
Ambassador for the Republic of Ecuador, His Excellency, 
Mr Raul Gangotena.

Quinoa Artists with the Postage Stamp awards of their Artwork, Presented at the UN 
Day Dinner, with Uni SA Director Schoool of Art, Andrew Hill (left) 

The SA Governor, Kevin Scarce, at the Quinoa Launch with 
Christopher Woodthorpe (left), UN Representative in Australia
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Students from Kilkenny Primary 
school were made welcome by 
both the Governor and Mr Wood-
thorpe.

Art students from the University of 
South Australia were present with 
their entries for a competition on 
the theme of the International Year 
of the Quinoa. These art works 
were submitted to Australia Post 
for personalized commemorative 
postage stamps to be made—the-
sepresented to the students at the 
UN Day Dinner.

3.4  UNAASA AGM 21 July
Our AGM speaker was Matt Trae-
ger, President of UN Youth SA. UN 

Youth SA changed this year from being a sub-committee and sub-entity of UNAASA to become 
an independent incorporated body. As the President of UN Youth SA Matthew had been keep-
ing our Executive Committee up to date with the numerous exciting activities of UN Youth SA, 
with the result that we invited him to be our AGM speaker.

Matthew gave an inspiring and exciting talk, and was able to explain just how wide a range of 
activities UN Youth is involved in in South Australia.

3.5  UNAA Film Night. SoW Committee Sunday 28 July
The film night at Wallis Theatres was again a great success (both socially, and financially). 
With a double feature it was a busy afternoon and early evening. We thank our Status of 
Women Committee again for all of the organizing and for the catering.

3.6  Discussion Evenings
Some years ago we found meetings arranged with a speaker were not very well attended, 
and only seemed to attract our core committee members and few others. It just did not seem 
worthwhile inviting someone to give a talk when the number in attendance were so few. How-
ever we also felt that SA was blessed with having many interesting people some of us were 
anxious to hear. We might welcome an opportunity to hear from someone who would engage 
in a conversation that gave us a deeper understanding of issues, even if the attendance num-
ber was small. With small numbers there is more opportunity to ask questions and follow our 
specific interests. 

Therefore from early 2013 we have been holding discussion evenings every two months. 
This experience this has proved to offer a worthwhile chance to talk and learn about issues 
which we feel we ought to know more about, but lacked the time or opportunity to explore 
and learn more about them. For the small group who have been regular attendants it has been 
inspirational, and something we hope will be ongoing. We commend these evenings to all our 
members and friends. While our office provides a small and cosy place to meet, I keep saying I 
rather look forward to needing to find a larger venue. So far that need has not arisen.

Artist Prerna Ashok with her paintings and award 
certificate at the Quinoa Launch at Government 

House
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The discussion evenings are being held at 57/81 Carrington Street at 5.30 pm on the third 
Tuesday in the odd-numbered months of the year. Members and visitors are most welcome.

During this past year we have heard from:

3.6.1  Franciscus Eweng. West Papua update. 25 March 2013

Franciscus represents the Australia West Papua Association SA on our UNAASA executive com-
mittee. While we were well aware of the ongoing human rights problems in West Papua, our 
busy meeting never seemed to provide an opportunity for a more detailed update from Fran-
ciscus. As our first speaker, it was a most enlightening evening, even though we feel confronted 
by what effective action we might take in this challenging situation.

3.6.2  John Langton. Grandparents for Grandchildren (GFG). 4 June

Another committee member, John’s Association GFG looks after the virtually non-existent legal 
rights of grandparents in situations where family problems have arisen. An enlightening, and 
challenging task, hopefully with wider awareness of the situation GFG can ensure political 
action to ensure grandparents interests, or more important, the children’s interest do receive 
support.

3.6.3  Petra Ball, Red Cross, 6 August

We all know about the Red Cross and its services at times of stress and disaster. At the same 
time we were not really aware of its history since 1857, and the very important development 
of International Humanitarian Law that has occurred since then. Petra Ball was able to give us 
a most inspiring update.

3.6.4  Dr. Grant Niemann. The International Criminal Court. 1 October

The ICC is another body we see frequently mentioned in news updates, but have little under-
standing of its history, and how it functions. In SA we are fortunate to have Dr. Grant Niemann 
at Flinders University. He was involved in an early case prosecuting a Nazi war crime case here 
in Adelaide, and with this experience was one of the few legal people who was aware of what 
such cases involve. He was recruited to become of the first judges at the ICC. A most timely and 
fascinating update.

3.6.5  Discussion Evening. John Crawford. History of Amnesty International. March 18

The history of Amnesty began in 1961 when a couple of Portuguese students raised their 
glasses in a toast “to freedom” at the end of their final year of studies. They were arreste and 
given prison sentences of seven years. His protest, published in the Weekend Observer under 
the headline “The Forgotten Prisoners” on 28 May 1961. This grew into the worldwide organi-
zation of Amnesty International.

3.7  UN Peacekeepers Service Saturday 14th September.
South Australian Peacekeepers Sub-Branch of the RSL SA held their annual commemoration at 
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the National War Memorial, North Terrace Adelaide. UNAASA has for many years supported 
this service in recognition of those who have lost their lives while on UN Peacekeeping ser-
vice since 1947.

3.8  World Peace Day. NGO get together at GFG. 21 September 
To celebrate UN World Peace Day, it was most appropriate to invite all of the various non 
government organizations (NGOs) who were working towards peace to join together and 
take this opportunity to tell each other know about their various activities. It was an inspir-
ing afternoon.i

3.9  Public Forum on West Papua. 9 July 
A notable line up of speakers provided an update at a meeting in the Hawke Building, UniSA. 
Speakers included Dr Budi Hernawan, Yan Christian Waranussy, Dr Jim Emsley and Senator 
Nick Xenophon.

3.10  Grandparents for Grandchildren Day in the Park, 27 October
A family fun afternoon in the Park at Whitmore Square. UNAASA had a Stall.

3.11  The Annual Waratah Rosemarie Gillespie Symposium—Film Launch 

The documentary film ‘Bougainville After the War’ by Clive Porabou 12 March 2014 at Kath-
leen Lumley College, University of Adelaide. Clive Porabou, Indigenous documentary film-
maker, singer and songwriter, returned to Australia to launch this film, which describes the 
struggle of the indigenous population of Mekamui/Bougainville against the re-opening of 
Panguna mine by Rio Tinto’s subsidiary Bougainville Copper Limited. 

3.12 OTHER Events with UNAASA presence or involvement
3.12.1  Film “Free China: The Courage to Believe”. 17 March 2013. Speaker David Kilgour 
(Canadian lawyer and past Cabinet Minister and MP) about the harvesting of organs from 
Falun Gong prisoners in China

3.12.2 Mayoral reception and Candlelight Vigil for Prospect Peace Wall. (Amnesty) 16 
October 6 pm. 

3.12.3  Film “No Fire Zone”. Napier Building University of Adelaide. Graphic documentation 
of human rights abuses in Sri Lanka 7 November

3.12.4  Government House Awards Presentation for Sir Charles Bright Scholarship. This 
included the presentation of a UNAASA grant for a Nepalese Student with hearing impair-
ment doing his PhD at Adelaide University—”How has ongoing climate change impacted on 
the ecological system?”. He will return to Nepal when he finishes his studies to assist farming 
communities in the Himalayas
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3.12.5  The Adelaide UN International Women’s Day Breakfast 2300 guests attended at 
the Adelaide Convention Centre March 7th 2014

3.12.6  UN Women’s Day WILPF event March 7th 2014

3.12.7  Palm Sunday March in support of Asylum Seekers from Parliament House to Migra-
tion Office to Light Square 13 April

3.12.8 Parafield Gardens Children’s 
Centre Save the Children Global Peace 
School—Early Years. Parafield is the first 
Early Years facility in South Australia to 
gain accreditation as a Global Peace School 
April 4, 2014. UNAASA were very happy 
to be able to present a certificate and a UN 
flag for display at the school.

Save the Children has established 14 
Global Peace Schools in South Australia. 
These schools undertake many months 
of hard work to gain accreditation. With 
the accreditation of Parafield the original 
involvement of both primary and second-
ary schools has now extended to include a 
pre-school centre as well.

3.12.9  On-going Educational Program 
with Kilkenny Primary School and Ur-
rbrae Agricultural High School. Cel-
ebrating ‘The UN Year of the Family Farm’-
includes various Farm visits by UNAASA 
and Associated Organizations

4.  NEWSLETTER—Planet 3 Digest
May I suggest I can leave our newsletter to speak for itself. We have very much appreciated 
those who have mentioned how they have enjoyed reading the newsletter over the past year, 
and how interesting it was. The words of encouragement are greatly appreciated, and rein-
force my belief that the newsletter is probably our most important contact, not only with our 
members, but also with the wider community of friends who read it.

It is proving to be quite hard work for those involved in preparing an edition every two 
months. At the same time, I would suggest it comes frequently enough to give a good notice of 
coming events, as well as describing our recent activities. If it was less frequent it would leave 
too large a gap.

Of course we really do need to thank the team who make it happen. Ron Hall as our editor is 
busy in collecting together the items every two months to enable us to achieve our goal of not 

Each Guest at the Para�eld Gardens Children’s Centre was 
given a Peace Dove, and a small card made by the children.
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being focussed too much on single points. In doing this he is well supported by Peter Faulkner 
whose wide ranging interests and reading offer so much. Peter’s suggestions for possible 
items for inclusion are as prolific as ever, even though it is now 12 months since he said (on 
stepping down as editor) that it was time for him to have a bit of a rest.

We must also again thank Grandparents for Grandchildren and their CEO John Langton, for the 
change to colour printing. It makes such a significant difference to have a colour printed copy. 
I strongly believe that the printed word still has an impact for so many of us, and that we have 
a good balance by posting to all who prefer print and paper, also supporting those who are 
happy with the same thing by email.

In these days of electronic communication the electronic version is of course equally impor-
tant. The saving on paper, postage, and printing is important, but I am delighted we are able 
to offer our members a choice of either email circulation, a posted printed copy, or both. We 
would appreciate feedback on content, style, and approach. It has changed considerably over 
time, and I hope it will develop much further, with the support in the near future of a more ac-
tive web presence.

5  UN Years (and Days and Decades)
During this past year, especially with the wide ranging activities focussing on the UN Inter-
national Year of Quinoa, we have had a lot of interest in the various special ways I which the 
United Nations brings special attention to these issues.

During 2013, in addition to Quinoa, it was also the UN Year of Water Cooperation, The Year of 
Sustainable Energy for All, and the Year of Water Cooperation. This last one seem very rele-
vant to our situation in South Australia with our great dependence on the flow down the River 
Murray, and the need for cooperation with the upstream states during time of drought.

The year 2014 is the year of:

•	 The UN International Year of Family Farming

•	 The UN Year of Crystallography

•	 The UN Year of Small Island Developing States

•	 The UN Year of Solidarity with the Palestinian People

We must try to make sure we cover each of these during 2014 to some extent. Possibly 
through a mention in our newsletter, but also in other ways as the opportunity arises at our 
events during the year.

In an effort to ensure we are more aware of these UN designated days, weeks, years and de-
cades, we have been including a listing in our newsletter. Maybe we might consider also in-
cluding them in this annual report. Currently only the highlights get a mention on the front 
cover.

6  Events in partnership with other organizations
•	 Environment, MDG symposiums (e.g. National Centre for Sustainability)

•	 Launch of Children’s Week—NPC support for incentive grants with a focus on multicul-
turalism

•	 Amnesty International campaigning
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•	 Catholic Women’s League

•	 Asylum Seekers and Refugee campaigns. Family support

•	 Planning for WILPF centenary in 2015

•	 “City of Adelaide” Clipper rescued from Scotland to Adelaide

•	 Slow Food International—link with Carlo Petrini, named as one of 10 world champions 
by the UN

•	 OzHarvest—World Food Day 16 October ‘Feeding the 500’

•	 Radio 5RPH interview programmes—synergy with food and UN goals

•	 West Papua Association of South Australia—Human Rights abuses

•	 UN year of Quinoa promotion—possible local SA growers

7  Vale Colin Lawton O.A.M.  F.A.C.E. and Geoff Dibdin
Colin Lawton was a great friend and supporter of UNAASA. On his return to South Australia 
Geoff Dibdin served on our Executive Committee, and also assisted as UNYA auditor. They will 
both be very much missed, and we pass on our condolences to their families.

8  NATIONAL VICE-PRESIDENT—
	 	 FEDERAL	UNAA,	Lidia	Moretti
Lidia Moretti represents SA on the UNAA National Board. She has continued to be active in 
presenting our point of view during a very busy, and somewhat contentious year as a new 
National Constitution was negotiated and finally adopted in February. The work of the Federal 
Executive is very important to us. We again wish Lidia, and hopefully our other delegates well 
at the forthcoming 2014 federal conference next month.

9  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND OUR UNPAID VOLUN-
TEERS
Our volunteers of course start with the members of our Executive Committee, extend to our 
office helpers, and then go much further to the wide range of friends and supporters who help 
is such a wide range of ways.

We are a volunteer organisation with no employees. We depend on voluntary support for all 
our activities, and we are particularly thankful for the willing support given by all of the mem-
bers of our executive committee, our sub-committees, and especially for the regular commit-
ment given by our office volunteers. Our goal is to have enough office volunteers to staff our 
office each day of the working week for the core hours of 10 am to 2 pm. During 2013-2014 
we thank our major office staff volunteers in Peter Faulkner, Ron Hall, Rod Scholz and Rob 
Bussey. We also welcome as volunteers in training Edward Cuenca and Jacinta Hazeldine.

Our volunteers keep our membership files up to date, as well as maintaining lists of friends 
and people who appreciate receiving our information. We commend to all our members and 
friends the two regular email UN updates, UNity and UNWire. These are available by sign-
ing up on the internet, with an option to unsubscribe also available on each received update 
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message. We also circulate other UN related information together with local publicity material 
from other bodies email to those who have indicated their interest (UN General Information).

10  Our Executive Committee
As always we owe a strong vote of thanks to our executive committee and through them to 
their wide range of contacts. As we said at the start of this report we are increasingly feeling 
that the networking: involvement our committee members offer with other organisations 
provides such a wide range of events at which UNAASA has been represented by members of 
our Committee and other friends. These again include Children’s Week events, the UN Wom-
en’s Breakfast, Baha’i group events, Volunteers Day, and a number of conferences, dinners and 
significant talks.

President, John Crawford has an ongoing contact with Amnesty International, Human Rights 
Development Organisation South Sudan, South Australia Chapter (HURIDOSS) as well as main-
taining contact with representatives of the three areas still facing problems in Sudan—that is 
ongoing difficulties in Darfur, the Nuba Mountains, and the Blue Nile province. He is also work-
ing with the Deafblind Association of South Australia.

Ron Hall is our Secretary. He has made a great contribution in taking over a lot of the work-
load, not only with his regular weekly reading of our email, and circulating much of the infor-
mation on to interested members, but also with the minutes and agendas.

We have three vice-Presidents.

• Lidia Moretti works with Oz Harvest, 5RPH (Radio for the Print Handicapped), the UN 
Women (previously UNIFEM) Breakfast Committee, as well as having a wide ranging con-
nection with the Italian Community and Slow Food International. Her annual attendance at 
the Terra Madre Conference in Turin, Italy, provides a great international connection.

• Rosemary McKay continues with her involvement with a wide range of bodies including 
the Australian Institute of International Affairs, together with a fascinating connection 
with the project to bring the City of Adelaide clipper from Scotland to its new home at Port 
Adelaide.

• Our third Vice-President is Matthew Traeger from the United Nations Youth Association 
of South Australia (UN Youth SA). UN Youth SA offer a superb example of how an effective 
organisation can be totally run by young people. Their activities are covered in a separate 
report.

Heather Southcott as Immediate Past President on our committee has been active with the 
Children’s Week Committee and the Status of Women’s Committee. As well as her great knowl-
edge of the NGO scene in Adelaide that is so invaluable with her contacts and experience.

The composition of our Committee has five positions representing a number of other organ-
isations, as well as an equal number of individual committee members.

• Our first organisational member is Felix Patrikeeff from the Australian Institute for Inter-
national Affairs. He gives us a very helpful connection with the academic environment, and 
has been invaluable in our discussions about the proposed National constitutional chang-
es.

• Franciscus Ewing represents the Australian West Papua Committee. As is evident from the 
report of our discussion evening above, he has highlighted the ongoing issues of the indig-
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enous people of this region facing ongoing human rights abuses.

• The Catholic Women’s League. Joan Young has been a most welcome member of the com-
mittee. Her practical experience, her ideas and suggestions and her willingness to help has 
been so very much appreciated.

• John Langton represents Grandparents for Grandchildren. With the clear focus on the 
rights of children (and the problems that arise from the situation in law that grandparents 
seem to have very limited right to help and support their grandchildren) we have greatly 
appreciated John’s practical advice and help.

• WILPF is represented by Ruth Russell. Their networking and involvement in the wider 
community in a wide range of issues relating to the peace movement is invaluable. It is 
especially important this coming year as 2015 is the centenary anniversary of WILPF’s 
foundation.

Peter Faulkner through his special interest in environmental issues makes sure we are kept up 
to date with items of current interest and concern as is evident in his work with our newslet-
ter.

The other subcommittee, the UNAASA Status of Women Committee is covered in a separate 
report.

Justin McCarthy and Adrian Venuti brought to our committee their sound business back-
ground, and also great common sense. Unfortunately their work commitments have meant 
many of the possible committee meeting they might have attended would have involved com-
muting from China. At the same time their help and advice is so very much appreciated.

The last two committee members were Priya Pavri and Zoe Darling who were both UNYA 
“graduates”, and involved in their tertiary studies.

As can be seen from the wide range of involvement in other areas by our committee members, 
it becomes clear that this networking and wide range of contacts is really our core activity. It 
is important that we continue to seek to extend the range of these activities and do our best 
so that through these contacts we can extend the reach of our activities in seeking to promote 
our firmly held belief in the United Nations, its agencies, declarations and its protocols. We so 
strongly believe the UN to be the best hope for a peaceful future for all people.
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UN YOUTH SA PRESIDENT’S REPORT   
2013—2014

Matt Traeger
UN Youth SA has come to the end of its busiest 12 months on record—and, by many measures, 
its most successful! Over over 900 young South Australians have participated in our activi-
ties since July 2013. We have run more events than ever before, and expanded in almost every 
way—allowing us to open more young eyes to the world than ever!
The division has been led by an Executive consisting of: Matt Traeger (President), Hayley John-
son (Administration Director), Laura Antoniazzi (Education Director), James Lawler (Com-
munications Director) and Kevin Clark (Membership Director). The Executive is responsible 
for the strategic planning and day-to-day operations of the organisation. Over the past twelve 
months our events have been supported by a team of approximately 30 active volunteers. 
Here are some highlights from the past year:

Young Diplomats’ Forum (November 2013)
The 2013 Young Diplomats’ Forum brought together 84 students in Year 10/11 to spend a 
full day exploring the theme of “Responding to Conflict: Peacekeeping, the UN and Austra-
lia”. Students participated in educational workshops and an interactive crisis simulation, and 
heard from a variety of guest speakers, to learn about the history, successes and challenges 
of UN Peacekeeping Missions, as well as Australia’s involvement. The event was sponsored by 
Flinders University and held at their Victoria Square Campus. It was our largest Young Diplo-
mats’ Forum yet, run at capacity.

Students from St Peters’ Girls at the Young Diplomats Forum
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SA Conference (March 2014)
SA is our flagship event, a three-day residential conference for students in Years 10-12 held at Nunyara 
Conference Centre, Belair. This was our largest Conference yet, with 94 students from 28 
schools (and a waiting list of many more!). To put this in context: last year’s Conference of 55 
delegates was our largest up to that point. In three years, we have almost tripled in size.

The SA Conference 2014 Organizing Committee

Social Night at SA Conference 2014
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Students explored the theme of “A Global Democracy” through educational workshops, an 
Egyptian-themed Crisis Simulation, and speaker sessions that included representatives from 
the US Consulate, the Australian Electoral Commission and DFAT. Students also participated 
in mock UN Debate, representing member nations of the UN General Assembly and debating a 
Resolution involving the assassination of Vladimir Putin! Furthermore, the Saturday night was 
burning with disco / state election night fever. As one delegate put it in their feedback form,  
“the memory of 100 teenagers leaving a party at 10 pm, making cups of tea, and sitting down 
to watch the election coverage will forever be one of my fondest”.

We are extraordinarily proud that this was our most accessible conference yet. We were able 
to provide full or part scholarships to over 30 financially disadvantaged students.  (That’s al-
most one-third of all participants).  We put in a massive effort to secure $3000 to distribute as 
scholarships from seven local councils and the UNAASA. 

Evatt Competition SA
The Evatt Competition is our annual Model UN Security Council Competition for Students 
in Years 9-12. Placing students in the shoes of UN Security Council representatives, the 
competition provides students with a deeper understanding of global issues and training them 
in the skills of diplomacy, leadership, negotiation and speaking

The 2013 Competition was held during September over three Preliminary Rounds and one 
Grand Final, and involved over 70 students. Rounds were held at venues kindly provided by 
the City of Unley and the Adelaide City Council. 

The 2014 Competition was held earlier than usual, in June. It was the largest Evatt yet, with 
four days of Preliminary Rounds (supported by the City of Mitcham and the City of Norwood 
Payneham & St Peters). The Grand Final was held at the Adelaide Town Hall.

UN Youth Evatt SA Grand Final at Adelaide Town Hall.
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Regional Tours
In February, five of our volunteers spent four days visiting schools in the state’s southern re-
gions. We ran workshops in schools in Tintinara, Murray Bridge, Naracoorte and Mt Gambier, 
working with approximately 150 students. 

In June, three of our volunteers travelled to Kangaroo Island with the Australian Representa-
tive to the UN, Laura John, as part of her National Consultation Tour (before travelling to the 
UN in New York in September). The team ran workshops for and consulted with over 150 
young people over two days. 

School Visits
We have run a total of 14 school visits this year in metropolitan Adelaide. We have worked 
with students from Years 9 to 12 at a wide range of schools. These visits have incorporated 
workshops on refugees and asylum seekers and human rights, leadership training sessions, 
and Model UN debate sessions. 

Ruth Russell & John Crawford at Parafield Gardens Children’s Centre 
to award an achievement certificate and a UN flag to commemorate the 

school becoming a Global Peace School
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UNAA S0WC President’s Report   July, 2014
Sing Ping Ting.

From July 2013 to June 2014  UNAA SOWC held 9 meetings.

Women in Prison. This has been the main topic of concern during our meetings in 
the last 12 months.   In November,2013  we sent a letter to various members of SA Parliament 
regarding SA Women’s prison reform proposal.   Thanks to Ruth Russell in doing the back-
ground research.   

We received a correspondence in Dec., 2013 ,from Michael O’Brien, minister For Correctional 
Services outlining the progress made in improving the condition for women in prison.   In 
the Adelaide Women’s Prison there had been construction of a new 20 bed unit, visits area, 
commercial kitchen, recreation space and staff programme areas and upgrade of cottages (in 
partnership with The Edge Church).  

We held a meeting With Gail Gago, Minister For the Status of Women, on 13/2/2014.  Sing 
Ping Ting, Ruth Russell, Fliss Lord and Dianne Lockwood represented our committee.   We 
made our involvement and concern on the women and their families who had been in prison.   
Minister Gago expressed her willingness to be kept informed of our progress.     

In May 2014 meeting,  Bernadette McInnes, Principal Adviser on Women Offenders,  came to 
talk to us about SA women’s Prison.   She enlightened us on the conditions in the Women’s 
Prison, the classification of women prisoners, type of crimes committed ,  and the programmes 
being set up to help women after their release.   Despite the construction of new 20 bed unit 
and upgrade of cottages, there is still no facility for women who gave  birth to children while in 
the prison.  These children are being “removed” from their mothers after birth.

In direct consequence of our interest, this year’s Equality Rights Alliance seminar is to be on 
Women in Prison, and is being organized by Di Lockwood and Sandra Richards,  members of 
Soroptimist International and members of UNAA SoWC.  Seminar will be held on July 12th, 
2014.  

UNAA National Round Table. Ruth Russell represented UNAA SoWC  (SA) at 
the UNAA national  Round table  held in Canberra on 8th August,2013.  The Roundtable fo-
cussed on “ Forced marriage in Australia- where to now”.    The participants were informed of 
the recent admentments to the criminal code and what had been achieved and what needs to 
be done in future.  “Human Trafficking” was also discussed.

UNAA (SA) SoWC Leaflet. An updated leaflet has been completed.  Thanks to Di 
Lockwood and Sandra Richards.

Film Night. The annual film and dinner event raised $ 695  for UNAA (SA)

Talk on India. Sing Ping Ting gave a talk  on India and meal in Oct.. 2013, and raised 
a small sum for Sister Kate Connolly to assist her in her work with women who had been in 
prison.

Report submitted by Sing Ping Ting. 
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The Adelaide Advertiser reported the 
cooking class given by Danyse Crotti 
with esteemed chef Cheong Liew and 
attended by Mr Hieu van Le, the Lieu-
tenant Governor of South Australia at 

Kilkenny Primary School. The UN Inter-
national Year of Quinoa was good fun, 

nutritious and healthy

THE ADELAIDE 

UN PYLON  1957  

Victoria Square 

From the Advertiser photo 
and accompanying write-
up. Headline news was that 
members and friends would 
visit and talk about it to 
impress their friends, AND 
RECRUIT NEW MEMBERS 
(in capital letters!).

The slogan was “...something 
to stop the traffic in King Wil-
liam Street”.
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UN Day Dinner 2013, guests listening to our speaker, 
Alexander Downer

Our South American musicians providing pre-dinner 
music for our UN Day Dinner an appropriate way to 

celebrate the UN Year of Quinoa

Jane Reilly MC at our UN Day Dinner

 Sir Charles Bright Award recipients at Government 
House. UNAASA is delighted to be able to offer our 

support 

Our Nepalese student with his UNAASA 
Scholarship certificate at the Sir Charles Bright 
Awards at Government House, with Kelly Vin-
cent MLC, Lidia Moretti, and Rosemary Penn


