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A rather puzzled looking sheep in Victoria Square Adelaide, celebrating the UN Year of Family Farming,
8 October 2014

“No man is an Island” a painting by Andrew Baines 
depicting his April 18th 2015 Art Installation at Henley Beach to celebrate 

“UN at 70” with a Multicultural theme based on John Donne’s poem.
The participants were (from the left) Grace Portolesi—Chair Multicultural and Ethnic Commission SA; The Hon. Chris 
Kourakis-Chief Justice of SA; Sarika Young—Indian Dancer and Director of a Modelling Academy; Angela Kenneally—Mayor 
of Charles Sturt; Jock Zonfrillo—Native Food Chef and Restauranteur (Orana); His Excellency the Hon Hieu Van Le AO—
Governor of South Australia; Sonia Feldhoff ,ABC Afternoon presenter; Joe Scalzi—President of the Italian Carbenieri As-

sociation; Hon. Jing Lee-MLC; and Laura Adzanku—representing Africa.
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UNAA SA PRESIDENT’S REPORT   2014—2015
John Crawford

This report covers our financial year from the first of April 2014 through to the end of March 2015. This time is not 
strictly adhered to as we need to recognize that an arbitrary cut-off date is not helpful to understand the effort put in by 
so many at this time.

We have been busy, and so much has been achieved. We must thank the wide range of people who have helped us make 
all this happen.

Our own UNAASA projects seeking to educate our members and friends, and to publicize the United Nations, its work 
and its achievements, have been extended by networking and working with other groups. they work alongside us in 
publicizing our common goals. We extend our reach much further than would have been achieved if we were limited to 
just the effort of our own volunteers. 

I thank everyone who has helped during the year for their support and frequent kind words.

I must also acknowledge the deaths of Heather Southcott and Barbara Whitney during this past year. Their contribution 
to UNAA SA over so many years was extraordinary.

In Memory of Heather Southcott AM 15-11-1928 to 21-11-2014
Heather  passed away on the 
morning of Friday 21 November, 
just a few days after her 86th 
birthday.

I must acknowledge how 
important Heather’s contribution 
to UNAA has been over so many 
years. Her networking skills, 
and experience of the non-profit 
sector as well as the workings of 
government at  both state and 
federal levels was amazing.

Recently, even as her health 
has failed she continued to 
keep in active contact. She was 
busy on the telephone, had a 
somewhat frustrating fight with 
her computer and email (she 
invariably seemed to win—
eventually), and more recently 
her taxi driver whose role was to 
endeavour to bring her to within a 
few metres of the office door.

She was also involved in numerous organisations over many years while bringing up her children (two daughters), 
including the National Council of Women, the Women Pharmacists group, and the group set up to establish the Adelaide 
Women’s Memorial Playing Fields. As her children grew older she became associated with even more community and 
activist organisations. She joined the Women’s Electoral Lobby (WEL) and became concerned about indigenous issues 
through her association with the Presbyterian Church and their connection to the Australian Inland Mission. She was 
involved in the Electoral Reform Society and worked closely with women who chose to stand in local government 
elections. She was a serial ‘joiner’ and said that this was the source of her effectiveness as a leader. Networks created 
opportunities and she ‘enjoyed using these networks to put people in touch with one another.’ Facilitating is what she did 
best and the extent of her networks, she says, ‘enabled her to see the big picture’.

She first became a member of UNAA(SA) in 1978.

In 1983 she joined the UNAA(SA) Executive Committee, becoming President “for a period of 1 year” on 30 May 1984. 
The ‘year’ with Heather as President extended to 2012, when health and mobility problems had necessitated a final year 
of shared presidency.  
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In 1991, her service to the community was recognised with an Order of Australia medal and, in 2007, she was honoured 
by UNESCO for her work in human rights and, in particular, her commitment to refugees. 

We extend our condolences to her daughters Jane and Anne Marie. Heather was an extraordinary woman, and it has 
been a great privilege to have known her.

In Memory of Barbara (Barry) Whitney, Died 02-06-2015 aged 93
Barbara Whitney, along with her husband ran the UNAA SA office in the 1970s. 
They made a great team managing the sale of UNICEF cards and providing 
information to schools. The office at that time was based in the Freemasons Building 
on North Terrace. Barbara and Fred prepared information kits – large envelopes 
packed with brochures and booklets mainly from UN sources – for the 600 or so 
schools throughout South Australia. Quite often these would be delivered by hand 
on long country drives. 

Barbara will be remembered for her commitment to peace and the ideals of the 
United Nations. Barbara and Fred contributed much to the stable association we 
have today. It was Barbara who introduced the late Heather Southcott to the UNAA 
SA committee. Barbara was always very supportive and encouraging of younger 
people who became active in community affairs, especially matters that related to 
the UN such as human rights and the rights of the child. All Barbara’s friends will 
miss her effervescent nature and her bright conversations.

1. RECENT DEVELOPMENTS
Before the usual survey of the past year, may I highlight three trends that have become evident to me over the past couple 
of years. I have observed that I have been referring more frequently to the UN Declaration of Human Rights adopted 
in 1948. With the subsequent adoption of the various susequent conventions, the Core International Instruments and 
their ratification by a majority of the World’s nations, they give a strong reference point when questions arise. A set of 
documents which we can use as the starting point when we are asked a question.

The second point is that we are seeing the various UN International Years and Days as becoming more and more 
fundamental to the activities we undertake. For example the Family Farm in 2014 was central to a number of our 
activities. The other 2014 items of Small Island Developing States, Crystallography and the Year of Solidarity with the 
Palestinian People followed by Light and Light Based Technology, and the Year of Soils in 2015 were important, and 
highlighted in our newsletter.

Now in 2015 we are celebrating the 70th year of the United Nations in our “UN at 70” activities.

That said, I also believe we should pay more attention to the UN Decades, and the efforts involved to address these 
important longer term issues. For example, this is the last year of the UN Decade for Action “Water for Life”, and yet with 
climate change, drought, and a frequent lack of clean water it is going to become more important than ever.

Finally, recognising Alexander Downer’s strong endorsement of the UN at our UN Day Dinner in 2013, I found his 
insight into the problems associated with the UN most enlightening. As he said, the UN was set up by the winners of 
the Second World War, and as such incorporates inherent issues in its structures, that have been described elsewhere as 
the price we had to pay for having a UN at all. I think we need to recognise that there are problems, and while hoping 
the UN might provide the means by which these can be resolved, we must not ignore the undoubted successes over the 
past 70 years protecting human rights, maintaining peace under severe provocation, and in offering a global oversight on 
such a wide range of issues where it is so obvious that international agreement is needed. 

Arising from this, I often refer to the UN chart, which is included on the last page of this Annual Report. It shows the 
extent of the UN, and summarises the overall UN structure, and highlights their relationship to the General Assembly 
and the Security Council. While we might feel frustrated by a lack of progress on a problem situation, we need to 
recognise that over a wide range of issues the UN has been a resounding success. We need to remain aware of these 
successes while seeking solutions to the shortcomings. Highlighting where we might do better.

In particular the achievements of the 15 year Millennium Development Goal programme have been notable, and now 
in 2015 we look forward to the new agreement towards the end of the year in adopting the Sustainable Development 
Goals. Especially as Chris Woodthorpe, the Representative of the UN in Australia, and Director of the United Nations 
Information Centre (UNIC) in Canberra explained at a recent presentation in Adelaide that underlying these proposed 
new goals is an underlying theme of human rights.
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2. OUR PATRONS 
Again thank you to our patrons. 

At the start of our 2014 year The Governor of South Australia, His Excellency Rear Admiral Kevin Scarce AC CSC 
RANR, was a Patron up until the time he retired as Governor. Over his 7 years as Governor and Patron we greatly 
appreciated his efforts in helping us. We thank Kevin and Liz for their friendship and support, it has been so very much 
appreciated.

It was announced that the Lieutenant Governor of South Australia and Chairman of the SA Multicultural and Ethnic 
Affairs Commission, Mr. Hieu Van Le AO was to be the new Governor. He was already one of our Patrons, and we are 
delighted that he agreed to be our First Patron.

Later in 2014 we welcomed the Lieutenant Governor of South Australia, Professor Brenda Wilson as a Patron. 

Sister Patricia Pak Poy RSM AM, 

and The Lord Mayor of Adelaide, Stephen Yarwood who was our Patron through to the time he stood down as Lord 
Mayor.

We appreciate having their support, and having such a great group of notable South Australians willingly supporting our 
activities. It is so very much appreciated.

3. OUR MAJOR SUPPORTERS
Our shop front office at 57/81 Carrington Street has given us a clear identity and a great home base for a lot of our 
volunteer work. However the cost of renting a city office like this would be impossible without an agreement with the 
State Government that gives us a rent subsidy to ensure it is affordable. We could not survive without this Government 
support that ensures that we pay a similar indexed rent to that we would have paid had we remained in the Torrens 
Building in Victoria Square.

Again we have received a grant from the Norman Percy Cole Bequest. This money is given to us through the Public 
Trustee to support and assist disadvantaged young people. Various grants have been made from the NPC bequest to 
assist disadvantage young people. For example the United Nations Youth Association SA has received help to offer 
scholarships and grants to a range of young people who could not otherwise afford to attend the UNYA State Conference 
or other events because of distance or family circumstances. Support has also been given to disadvantaged young persons 
for further training.

We must thank our pro bono auditor DFK Gray Perry, Chartered Accountants, who through one of their partners, 
Brendon Skates, has helped us so much. Especially since Brendon has continued as our Treasurer as well as finding 
someone to undertake the audit.

Support by our major sponsors and donors for our UN Day Dinner has played an ongoing and most significant part in 
making this major fundraising event the “UN event of the year”. I will say more in looking at the Dinner when I look at 
the highlights of the year.

Another area of support has arisen from the help of surrealist installation artist Andrew Baines. His contribution has 
been a core feature in celebrating the UN Year of the Family Farm (followed in 2015 by recognition of UN at 70). It is 
definitely another highlight. 

Our office has two desktop computers, and largely unseen but so essential to our activities is the broadband internet 
access in the office that has been provided free of charge by Internode. This support ceased late in 2014 when Internode 
was taken over by IINET, and the new owners reassessed their charitable support policies. We must still thank Internode 
for their help which has been very much appreciated. Our Internode broadband account is ongoing, but with a monthly 
payment.
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4. HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PAST YEAR
Another very busy year, involving so many people, so much involvement on a wide range of activities, with 
extraordinarily generous support in so many ways.

4.1 UN Day Dinner, 9 
November 2014.
For the first time that attendance at our 
dinner exceeded 200 people. As our major 
fundraising event for the year it is so 
important that it be a success. We must 
thank our joint speakers, the recently retired 
Governor of South Australia, Rear Admiral 
Kevin Scarce and his wife, Liz Scarce. They 
spoke of the opportunities they found to 
interact and learn about people in South 
Australia, and in particular how they found 
it a privilege to work with groups of the 
younger generation.

With the Family Farming theme, Costa Georgiadis (of the 
ABC gardening programme fame) was our MC, and we were 
honoured by having the Australian Farmer of the Year, Robert 
Green join us from Lenswood (hence the apple on the table 
for each guest).

The weather 
was kind, and 
supported by 
notable local chefs 
and family farming 
sponsors with the 
food served as 
our entrees in the 
National Wine 
Centre courtyard. 
The roast Texel 
lamb was a special 
treat.

Once again we 
acknowledge the 
support of the 
donors who made 
it such a success. 
A large donation 
ensured financial 
success backed 
up with a range of 
gifts for the Silent 
Auction and raffle. 
Thank you to 
everyone who was 
able to assist.

UN Day Dinner Speakers Kevin and Liz Scarce

UNIC Director Chris Woodthorpe

MC Costa Georgiadis Speaking
Steven Marshall with 
MC Costa Georgiadis
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4.2 Humanitarian Day Luncheon  29th August 2014

This year the UN Humanitarian Day with a luncheon was celebrated at the Graduates Restaurant at the Regency Park 
School of Catering. World Humanitarian Day is celebrated on August 19, but as our hosts needed to choose a time that 
fitted in with the school curriculum, it was on the afternoon of August 29th. With the food donated by our sponsors, and 
the students and staff of Regency assisted by notable chef Tze Khaw, we were able to feed our guests from Tutti in style.

Tutti, means “everyone”, and it is a multi arts organization with the vision of taking 
the work of artists with a disability to the world. Tutti works across all art forms 
to support the professional development of artists with a disability. The Tutti 
choir provided superb 
entertainment.

We thank Rosemary 
Penn as our master of 
ceremonies, and our 
speaker Lynn Arnold. 
And thank you to both 
the students and staff at 
the Regency Park TAFE 
for looking after us all 
so well.

As a further part of our 
recognition of Humanitarian Day, at the Regency graduation 
dinner the following month UNAASA was again pleased to 
present a UN Scholarship to a student.

The afternoon included the UN Humanitarian Day video 
from New York. The film was also shown during the week of 
Humanitarian Day on the “Big Screen” in Rundle Mall.

4.3 Young Professionals and Entrepreneurs 
SA—Launch at Government House
The Governor of South Australia, Rear Admiral Kevin Scarce AC CSC 
RANR hosted our launch of UN Young Professionals and Entrepreneurs at 
a reception in Government House on 14 July 2014. Following the launch 
a sub-committee met a number of times to plan coming UNYP&ESA 
events, but “unfortunately” a majority of the committee members found 
employment interstate. We are hoping to re-invigorate this activity in the 
latter part of 2015.

Tutti Choir Performing Our Guest Speaker Lynn Arnold

At Government House; UN YP&E SA

Our Luncheon MC Rosemary Penn

Chef Tze Khaw and a Tutti Guest - 
“Does the Cap Fit?”
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4.4 UNAASA AGM 13 July 2014
Our AGM speakers were Ron and Bev Hall at our AGM 13 
July 2014. We heard about their experiences teaching in the 
North of Canada, facing the cold and isolation. They were 
able to show us fascinating artefacts from the cold North. 
Fascinating.

4.5 UNAA Film Night. SoW 
Committee
A successful film night was organised by the Status of 
Women sub-committee on 20 July 2014. See the SoW report 
elsewhere in this Annual Report.

4.6 Coloured Sheep Art Installation 
Victoria Square, Adelaide, 8 October 2014

We have been delighted to have an opportunity to work with Adelaide artist Andrew Baines in raising UNAA related 
issues with the general public. Andrew is world famous for his installations which confront the viewer with items a little 
out of context. On this occasion, celebrating the 
UN International Year of the Family Farm, we 
borrowed a flock of Texel sheep (as well as the 
recently upgraded Victoria Square), and with the 
help of volunteers, from Urrbrae High School 
painted the sheep in various pastel colours and 
them paraded them around the square by a group 
of notable Adelaide personalities.

There was good TV coverage, and photographs 
went viral around the internet publicising the 
Family Farm worldwide.

Another art installation with Andrew was 
on April 18th at Henley Beach. That will be 
described in next year’s Annual Report, although 
we can include a picture herein as advance 
publicity.

Bev & Ron Hall Speaking at our AGM

Artist Andrew Baines photographing 
the sheepOur Celebrity Shepherds are ready

Our Urrbrae helpers. While the paint dries....
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4.7 Human rights Day Lecture   10 December 2014
Emeritus Professor Ivan Shearer AM, RFD, FAAL, spoke at Kathleen Lumley College about his experience as an elected 
member of the United Nations Human Rights Committee from March 2001. In March 2007 he was elected Vice-
President of the Committee for a term of two years. His fascinating talk told about the operation of the Committee, and 
how it was contributing to the improvement of the human rights record around the world.

4.8 Discussion Evenings
The discussion evenings have continued to offer an opportunity for a small group to discuss a topic of interest with a 
visiting speaker. Fortunately we have not yet reached the capacity limit of our office of about 20 persons, it has meant the 
small group attending are able to ask questions, and discuss things in an informal context. Those who have become our 
regular attenders feel it is well worth attending.

4.8.1 Peace Schools in SA. Jennie Hammet 20 May 2014
Jennie gave us an update on the 14 accredited peace schools in South Australia. With the recent Parafield Gardens pre-
school having completed its accreditation these now cover pre-school through to high schools.

4.8.2 UN Peacekeeping. John Spencer 15 July 2014
John Spencer told of his experiences as a UN peace keeper. His stories about Angola and Cambodia were amazing. 
Thank you John.

4.8.3 Living in a Muslim Country. Dr Barry Fitzpatrick. 16 September 2014
Dr. Barry Fitzpatrick reflected on his experience in working as a doctor in Muslim Bangladesh. He then extended this 
into a brief background history of the Islamic religion, allowing us to understand something of the present situation.

4.8.4 Optometrists supporting Kiribati. Paul Fotkou 18 November 2014
We have helped Felicity Prance in her efforts in providing spectacles for the people in Kiribati. While doing 
her post graduate work in Kiribati, she realised that nobody wore glasses, and on returning to Australia, 
joined with a group of optometrists to provide this much needed service in a wholly professional manner 
to these people, in spite of the challenges offered by remoteness and access  difficulties. Paul is a local SA 
optometrist who is helping.

4.8.5 The Geology of the Flinders Ranges. Peter Faulkner 17 March 2014
Peter is our office volunteer, currently covering Mondays and Fridays (as well as other days). He has over the 
years been our UNAA SA environmental officer and has been wont to disappear for a few days heading north 
with a group of friends. We felt it was about time he told us a little about his love for the Flinders Ranges, and 
his reasons for the visits. A tour-de-force of insight into the geological history of the region, Peter’s love of the 
stories associated with interesting rocks shows how fascinating the world can be.
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4.9 Other Events with UNAASA support or presence.

4.9.1 Parafield Gardens Children’s Centre—Save the Children Global Peace 
School—Early Years.
Parafield was the first Early Years facility in South Australia to gain accreditation as a Global Peace School 0n 
April 4, 2014. UNAASA were very happy to be able to present a certificate and a UN flag for display at the 
school.

Save the Children has established 14 Global Peace Schools in South Australia. These schools undertake 
many months of hard work to gain accreditation. With the accreditation of Parafield the original involve-
ment of both primary and secondary schools has now extended to include a pre-school centre as well.

4.9.2 Farewell afternoon tea for Cynthia James
After retiring as our UNAASA Librarian some year ago, Cynthia has moved to Canberra. Before she left SA, a 
group of Cynthia’s friends gathered at the Friends Meeting House to say goodbye on 9 April 2014. UNAASA 
was well represented.

4.9.3 The National Energy Efficiency Network (NEEN)
UNAASA has been participating in the discussions held by NEEN over this past year, looking at how the NFP 
sector can work to improve the use of energy. It has provided a forum to discuss energy saving opportunities 
that can be easily implemented, and yet offer significant cost benefits.

4.9.4 Medical Association for the Prevention of War (MAPW) at the Box Factory
A gathering on 21 July 2014 brought together a group of like-minded organisations interested in peace and 
the environment including Safe Ground who spoke about mine clearance, as well as ICAN. Of particular 
interest were the health concerns in Port Augusta describing the problems caused by the smoke from the 
power station, as well as an update on the solar heat storage proposal to replace the power station.

4.9.5 Grandparents for Grandchildren (GFG). Town Hall Reception
UNAASA was delighted to be represented at a Lord Mayoral Reception for GFG 7 August 2014.

4.9.6 Swearing in of Hieu Van Le as Governor of South Australia.
UNAASA was represented at the inauguration of Hieu Van Le as Governor of South Australia in the Conven-
tion Centre on 1 September 2014.

4.9.7 UN Peacekeepers Service
On Sunday 14th September2014, the South Australian Peacekeepers Sub-Branch of the RSL SA held their 
annual commemoration at the National War Memorial, North Terrace Adelaide. UNAASA has for many years 
supported this service in recognition of those who have lost their lives while on UN Peacekeeping service 
since 1947.
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4.9.8 World Peace Day
Once again the various NGO bodies seeking world peace gathered to talk about what they are doing, and to 
network with like-minded friends. We met on the International Day of Peace, 21 September 2014, at Scots 
Church. We hope this will become an ongoing way of coming together each year for us to celebrate this day.

4.9.9 National Police Remembrance Day
UNAASA were represented at the police Remembrance Day Service on 29 September 2014 at the South 
Australian Police Academy at Taperoo. It remembers police officers who have lost their lives in the line of 
duty, including those who have died while participating in UN Peacekeeping missions.

4.9.10 Laura John. Australian Youth Representative to the UN
We were delighted to hear from Laura John at UniSA at a talk organised by UN Youth on 20 November 2014. 
She had been to New York as the Australian Youth Representative, and was reporting back to the various state 
centres on her experiences.

4.9.11 Justice in the Timor Sea. Whose Oil Is It?
Speakers highlighted the struggle by East Timor to have Australia recognise their claim to a fair agreement on 
the international boundary between East Timor and Australia. At Kathleen Lumley College on 11 December 
2014.

4.9.12 Multicultural presentation to Hieu Van Le
The multicultural community of South Australia recognised the role of Hieu Van Le as chair of Multicultural 
SA at a truly multicultural ceremony held at the Campagna Sports and Social Centre, Modbury North on 20 
November 2014. UNAASA was represented. UNAA(SA) were represented on the Organizing Committee for 
this celebration. 

4.9.13 Memorial Service for Heather Southcott
A celebration of the life of Heather Southcott was held at Scots Church on 21 January 2015. See the notice on 
page 1.

4.9.14 The Order of Australia Association Multi Faith Celebration
UNAASA was represented at the multi faith celebration for Australia Day on 26 January 2014 in Bonython 
Hall.



10

5. NEWSLETTER—PLANET 3 DIGEST
In the Annual Report last year I said “May I suggest I can leave our newsletter to speak for itself ”. Maybe that is enough 
said.

However, I feel the newsletter is our most important contact point with our members, and well worth the effort. I am 
also always concerned that it is offered not only to the new generation who might prefer it via electronic means, but I 
remain sensitive to the preference of old timers like me that woud rather have something on paper. 

As usual thanks to Ron Hall, our newsletter editor, and Peter Faulkner, the past editor who keep on pulling his weight 
with interesting pieces to be included.

With the doubling of the cost of postage with the October edition I fear we will look much more carefully at our 
newsletter distribution list. While financial members obviously will continue to receive a posted copy if that is their 
preference, I expect we will react more quickly too take those who have not renewed their membership off the list.

I do wish to record out thanks to John Langton and GFG who continue to help us by offering access to colour laser 
printing on A3 paper with automatic stapling and folding.

6. EVENTS AND COOPERATION IN PARTNERSHIP OR 
SUPPORT WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS
Australian Institute of International Affairs SA

Grandparents for Grandchildren

Catholic Women’s League

Children’s Week

Asylum Seekers and Refugee campaigns. Family support

WILPF, especially the 2015 centenary

The “City of Adelaide” Clipper, now at port Adelaide (rescued from Scotland)

Slow Food International—link with Carlo Petrini, named as one of 10 world champions by the UN

OzHarvest—World Food Day 16 October ‘Feeding the 500’

Amnesty International

Radio 5RPH interview programmes—synergy with food and UN goals

Australia East Timor Friendship Association SA

Safe Ground

ICAN

West Papua Association of South Australia—Human Rights abuses

And many others.

7. NATIONAL UNAA SA REPRESENTATIVE 
Lidia Moretti represents SA on the UNAA National Board.

She has again continued to be active in presenting our point of view. The paperwork load appears to be horrendous, and 
needs careful consideration, discussion and deliberation. The work of the Federal Executive is very important to us. We 
again wish Lidia, and hopefully our other delegates well at the forthcoming 2015 federal conference next month.
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8 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE—OUR UNPAID VOLUNTEERS
Our volunteers of course start with the members of our Executive Committee, extend to our office helpers, 
and then go much further to the wide range of friends and supporters who help in so many ways.

We are a volunteer organisation with no employees. We depend on voluntary support for all our activities, and we 
are particularly thankful for the willing support given by all of the members of our executive committee, our sub-
committees, and especially for the regular commitment given by our office volunteers. Our goal is to have enough office 
volunteers to staff our office each day of the working week for the core hours of 10 am to 2 pm. During this past year we 
thank Peter Faulkner and Ron Hall. assisted by Dylan, Sanaz and Mohammad who have been helping during 2015. Rod 
Scholz has been assisting by vacuuming the office.. 

Our volunteers keep our membership files up to date, as well as maintaining lists of friends and people who appreciate 
receiving our information. We commend to all our members and friends the two regular email UN updates, UNity and 
UNWire. These are available by signing up on the internet, with an option to unsubscribe also available on each received 
update message. We also circulate other UN related information together with local publicity material from other bodies 
email to those who have indicated their interest (UN General Information).

A new website has been prepared with the help of WebSmart and Matthew Traeger, and with a couple of final tweaks will 
be up and operating soon.

May I finish with a strong vote of thanks to our executive committee and through them to their wide range of contacts. 
We have previously said how important our networking contacts are and the involvement our committee members are to 
the success of such a wide range of events at which UNAASA has been represented.

John Spencer speaking about UN Peacekeeping at our Discussion Evening
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UNAA (SA) SoWC President’s Report   July, 2015
	 From July 2014 to June 2015 UNAA (SA) SoWC  held 10 meetings. 

1.	 Women in Prison 

Equality Right Alliance (ERA) seminar on Women in Prison was held on 12/7/2014. This was well 
attended by representatives from various women’s organisations affiliated with ERA.

 We heard from the Director of the Women’s Prison Correctional Services. There were recent im-
provements in condition for the women in prison. These included a new “urban landscape“, a 20 bed 
unit and “Living skill units” where women can acquire skills for daily living before release. There is a 
plan to expand the “men’s pre-release programme” to include women prisoners.

Bernadette McInnes, Principal Advisor of Women Offenders,  talked about her role.  This was a new 
appointment since Oct., 2013, as a demonstration of the commitment of the SA Government towards 
reform in the Correctional Services. Her role is strictly an advocacy and advisory capacity. She would 
be advising on policy, organisation and future framework for living in the community after release 
from prison. There are distinctive needs for women prisoners that need to be met. Distinctive proj-
ects need to be set up to prevent re-offending.

Ann Rymil, representing the Community Visitor Scheme , gave us an insight into a very impor-
tant segment of mental health services, and relating to offenders who had mental health issues. The 
scheme was established as part of the statutory framework of the Mental Health Act 2009 and aimed 
to provide “further protection to the rights of people with a mental illness who are admitted to treat-
ment centres in South Australia.” Ann focussed on her role as community visitor and problems facing 
women offenders with mental illness and being admitted to James Nash House. A high percentage 
of these women have personality disorders and have had a history of physical and sexual abuse since 
childhood. These women tended to have a history of drug abuse, post-traumatic stress disorder, low 
self-esteem, and a sense of fear, helplessness and lack of control in life. In James Nash House, there 
was no “female only“ space. There was no specific area where a female offender could be isolated for 
her protection. There was no specific facility in the rehabilitation programme for women. The Cor-
rectional Services needs to have a more gender sensitive programme to prevent re-traumatisation 
while in James Nash House. There should be zero tolerance towards sexual assaults of females and 
need for more “safe” houses in the community.

As a flow-on from the seminar, Soroptimist International of Torrens had taken on “Women in 
Prison” as a advocacy issue for their 2015 programme. 

2.	 Racial Discrimination

Ruth Russell,  Sandra Richards and Sing Ping Ting, represented UNAA (SA) SoWC  at a public forum 
held  on 12th and 13th March, 2015.  This was part of “Racism It Stops with me” campaign organised 
by The Australian Human Rights Commission.

This was facilitated by Human Rights Racial Discrimination Commissioner, Dr. Tim Soutphom-
masane. These were well attended by representatives from various community groups and tertiary 
education organisations and government funded organisations.
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UNAA SoWC is organising a forum on racism to be held on 24 October 2015.  The theme is to be “Rac-
ism—understanding and breaking down barriers”. We will be focussing on what community groups have 
done and are planning to do regarding the problem.

3.	 Heather Southcott Memorial

We sadly recorded the death of Heather Southcott on 21St November, 2014. Heather started the UNAA 
(SA) SoWC. She left a “big gap” in the SoWC that would be hard to fill. Despite her ill health in the final 3 
years of her life, she was still a palpable presence in the running of the group—She ”guided” from her bed. 
UNAA (SA) has been entrusted us to set up a memorial. Ruth Russell has taken up the role of chief nego-
tiator with Adelaide City Council regarding a plaque on North Terrace. Heather’s daughters have agreed 
to fund this memorial plaque. 

4.	 Membership recruitment and Programme Foci

Over the past couple of years, active membership participation had been declining-as a result of natural 
causes in life, ill health, involvement in other causes. We realised that to be effective in our “function” we 
need more participation from women organisations. One of the programme foci for 2015 is to recruit new 
members. We sent out invitations to various women’s organisation. We have had responses from 6 organ-
isations and/or individuals who will be members/delegates to UNAA SoWC. 

At our April meeting, we had a talk from Cathy Chong, President of the Chinese Welfare Services in SA. 
This organisation has 1000 members, including 5 females over 100 years old. The services have a $ 500,000 
grant from Federal Government and community support grants. Besides looking after the elderly from the 
South Australian Chinese Community, it also has connection with the Muslim, African and Vietnamese 
Communities.

In May, 2015 We had Meredith Taylor from Sisters of Mercy in Australia and PNG to give us an insight 
into Mercy House of Welcome. Mercy House of Welcome in Kilburn, was opened in October, 2013 “in 
response to local communities expressing a need to support asylum seekers.” The House welcomes 50—70 
asylum seekers every day for assistance with languages, housing, bridging visa applications, information 
sessions with SA Police and all manners of information relating to settling in a new country.

5.	 Film & dinner fund raiser

We held another film and dinner evening in July, 2014. We gave $1168 (pre expense) to UNAA (SA). Due 
to the re-organisation of Wallis Theatre Complex, the cost for the evening was too high to be effective as 
a fund raiser. The fund raised was not worth the effort put into the event. The committee decided that we 
would not hold another similar event for 2015. A future fund raiser, its format and type will be considered  
towards the latter half of 2015. 

6.	 Fund raiser for Sr. Connelly

In November 2014, Sing Ping Ting shared her experience and travel in Turkey.   We raised $150 for Sr. 
Connelly to help with her work with women who had been in prison.

Report submitted by Sing Ping Ting
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Renowned Chef Tze Khaw lost his hat to our Tutti guests at the Humanitarian Day Luncheon.

Before lunch at the Humanitarian Day celebration 
Regency Tafe Staff took our Tutti guests on a tour of 

the facilities.

The Peacekeeping discussion evening with John 
Spencer (on the left),  Glen Woodward, Joan Young 

and John Crawford

The Governor of South Australia, 
Rear Admiral Kevin Scarce AC CSC RANR, 

speakimg at the UNAA SA Young Prefessionals and 
Entrepreneurs Launch in Government House



Email:	 office@unaasa.org.au or mail@unaasa.org.au

Telephone: 	 (08) 8223 2420 10 am to 2 pm most week days.
Fax:	 (08) 8223 4710
AH	 President: John Crawford (08) 8344 4978 or pres@unaasa.org.au
	 Secretary: Ron Hall (08) 8264 3763 or sec@unaasa.org.au 

INTERNATIONAL YEARS 2014-2016
2014	 International Year of the Family Farm

2014	 International Year of Crystallography

2014	 International Year of Small Island Developing States

2014	 International Year of Solidarity with the Palestinian People 

2015	 International Year of Soils

2015	 International Year of Light and Light-based Technologies

2016	 International Year of Pulses

2016	 International Year of Camelids 

INTERNATIONAL DECADES COMMENCING 2005-2015

2015—2024	 International Decade for People of African Descent

2014—2024	 United Nations Decade of Sustainable energy for All

2011—2020	 Third International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism

2011—2020	 United Nations Decade on Biodiversity

2011—2020	 Decade of Action for Road Safety

2010—2020	  United Nations Decade for Deserts and the Fight Against Desertification

2008—2017	  Second United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty

2006—2016	 Decade of Recovery and Sustainable Development of the Affected Regions

			  (third decade after the Chernobyl Disaster)

2005—2015	 International Decade for Action, “Water for Life”

United Nations Association of Australia 
(South Australian Division) Inc.
ABN 81 005 165 056

57/81 Carrington Street
ADELAIDE  SA  5000

From our 2014 AGM where Bev and Ron Hall were our speakers

Working with Canada’s First People close to the Arctic circle
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