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THE FESTIVAL THEATRE IN UN BLUE 
For the “UN at 70” on UN Day, 24 October 2015

Photo: Dylan Whiteford-Hall

Celebrating Multicultural Australia

No man is an island entire of itself; every man is a piece of the continent, a part of the main;......  John Donne

Andrew Baines

A UNAA SA event to celebrate the 70th Anniversary of the United Nations, Painted by Andrew Baines
UNAA SA 57/81/ Carrington Street ADELAIDE

OUR ENVELOPE CELEBRATING “UN AT 70”
Based on Andrew Baines’ painting of the “No Man is an Island” multicultural event at Henley Beach
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UNAA SA PRESIDENT’S REPORT   2015—2016
John Crawford

This report covers our financial year from the first of April 2015 through to the end of March 2016. It has been another 
busy year, with significant achievement. Thank you to the wide range of people who have helped us through the year.

Our job as a United Nations Association is to educate our members and friends, and to publicize the UN, its work and 
achievements, including the broad range of agencies. In doing this we network and join with other groups who work 
with us to publicizing our common goals. In this way we extend our reach much further than would have been achieved 
if we were limited to just the effort of our own membership. 

I thank everyone who has helped during the year for their support and frequent kind words.

1. RECENT DEVELOPMENTS
As I said in my report last year, it has been interesting how our activities have been more closely connected with the UN. 
While some of our activities might be described as different, they still relate to the UN agenda.

The UN years for 2015 were the International Year of Light and Light Based Technologies, and the International Year of 
Soils. This has been followed in 2016 with the UN Year of Pulses. I have observed over this time we have been referring 
more often to the International Days as each of these special UN days has come along during the year.

I have often wished to have an easy place to refer to the full listing: so instead of only including a part listing covering 
three or four months in the newsletter, I have included the full list of UN Days, Weeks, Years and Decades in this Annual 
Report. For those who read this report in electronic format each of these should include hyper-links to allow easy access 
to find further information via the internet. More and more often during the year I have found myself referring to the 
reference to the UN Resolution establishing the event, finding that their wording offers a brilliant reference, summariz-
ing of the issues a UN Day or Year etc. seeks to address, and the reasons for its adoption.

My second observation is to say that our reference to the fundamental documents of the UN, its Statute, the UN Dec-
laration of Human Rights, and the subsequent Conventions and International Instruments are becoming a much more 
frequent point of reference, not only for our own work in promoting the UN, but also are more frequently mentioned by 
the media as a source of authoritative standards.

As during 2015 we celebrated the 70th year of the United Nations in our “UN at 70” activities, it offered an excellent op-
portunity to look back over the previous 70 years, and the progress that had been made. First was the end of the 15 year 
Millennium Development Goal (SDG) programme which concluded with the adoption of the Sustainable Development 
Goals late in the year.  These 17 SDG goals are going to be a core part of our effort over the years through to 2030. Note 
the back page of this report that shows the SDG poster highlighting these goals.

Finally in 2015 there was the twenty-first session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change held in Paris from 30 November to 13 December 2015. This “Paris Agreement” was adopted 
on 12 December 2015 at the conclusion of the Conference, followed on International Mother Earth Day (22 April 2016) 
when 175  national representatives (including Australia’s Minister for the Environment, Greg Hunt) gathered in New 
York. The Signing Ceremony took place on the first day that the Agreement opened for signatures, and marked the first 
step toward ensuring that the Agreement enters into legal force as quickly as possible.

2. OUR PATRONS 
Again thank you to our three patrons. 

Our First Patron is His Excellency the Honourable Hieu Van Le AC, Governor of South Australia.

Our other Patrons are Professor Brenda Wilson, Lieutenant Governor of South Australia. 

and Sister Patricia Pak Poy RSM AM, 

We very much appreciate having their support, and so very much appreciate having them as our Patrons.

His Excellency the Governor was appointed a Companion of the Order of Australia on the Queen’s Birthday 2016 Hon-
ours List. May we also offer our congratulations, it is well deserved, and we wish him well for the future.
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3. OUR MAJOR SUPPORTERS
We would not be able to do the work we do without the help and support of a wide range of  people and bodies who 
assist in many different ways.

We must first thank the State Government for our ongoing rent subsidy that ensures that we pay a similar indexed rent to 
that we would have paid had we remained in the Torrens Building in Victoria Square. Without this support we would be 
unable to have our city office at 57/81 Carrington Street. 

We again have to thank surrealist installation artist Andrew Baines. Following his event with the coloured sheep in 
Victoria Square in 2014, we undertook the construction of our Message in a Bottle: the Peace Bottle. This has been only 
possible by the receipt of a grant from the Port Adelaide Enfield Council to assist with the launch of the bottle during 
Port Adelaide 175 Year Celebrations based on the theme of “Message in a Bottle”.  We are planning to send the bottle to 
New York with our messages later in 2016.

Thanks to our pro bono auditor DFK Gray Perry, Chartered Accountants, who through one of their partners, Brendon 
Skates, has helped us so much. Especially since Brendon has continued as our Treasurer as well as finding someone to 
undertake the audit.

Due to the timing of the invitation from the Public Trustee to apply for a grant from the Norman Percy Cole Bequest, 
we only received our 2016 grant in April. This bequest is given to us from the Public Trustee to support and assist 
disadvantaged young people. We are able to offer support from the NPC bequest to assist disadvantaged young people. 
For example the United Nations Youth Association SA has received help to offer scholarships and grants to a range of 
young people who could not otherwise afford to attend the UNYA State Conference or other events because of distance 
or family circumstances. A grant was also given to SCOSA to assist in their work. Support has also been given to other 
disadvantaged young persons for further TAFE training.

UNAA has supported us with a DFAT grant that enabled us to hold our Humanitarian Day Luncheon , recognising the 
work of those who help and support the disadvantaged in our society. The humanitarians who put in so much to help 
others. A further DFAT grant was given via UNAA as a seeding grant to help make the UN Day Dinner in 2015 so suc-
cessful.

Support by our major sponsors and donors for our UN Day Dinner has played an ongoing and most significant part in 
again making this major fundraising event the “UNAA SA event of the year”. I will say more in looking at the Dinner 
when I look at the highlights of the year.

4. HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PAST YEAR
Again a very busy year, with so many people contributing. The wide range of activities offered something for everyone, 
with so much extraordinarily generous support.

4.1 UN at 70 Art Installation at Henley Beach—
18th April 2015

To celebrate the 70th Anniversary of the founding of the 
United Nations surrealist artist Andrew Baines suggested  a 
multicultural event at Henley Beach. We invited our guests 
(including our Patron, the Governor of South Australia, Hieu 
Van Le) to be photographed in national costume on the edge 
of the water.

Our guests were standing on clear plastic boxes in the water, 
creating the picture of them floating on the water, to symbol-
ise human islands.

The guests included Hon. Hieu Van Le—Governor of South 
Australia, Grace Portolesi—Chair Multicultural and Ethnic 
Commission SA, The Hon. Chris Kourakis—Chief Justice 
of SA, Hon. Jing Lee—MLC, Angela Kenneally—Mayor of 
Charles Sturt, Laura Adzanku—representing Africa, Joe 
Scalzi—President of the Italian Carbinieri Association, Jock 
Zonfrillo—Native Food Chef and Restaurateur (Orana), Sarika 
Young—Indian Dancer and Director of a Modelling Academy, 

Some of our guests with artist Andrew Baines 
and UNAA SA Vice-President, Lidia Moretti 
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and Sonia Feldhoff ABC Afternoon presenter.

Andrew Baines made a painting of the occasion that was presented later in the year to the Governor at Government 
House. We used the painting on envelopes during the remainder of the year to remind people of UN at 70, together with 
the multicultural theme, and John Donne’s poem “No man is an island”.

4.2 Climate Change in the Pacific: A UNDP perspective, Australia—8th June 2015

Even though it was a public holiday, on June 8th we were privileged to host a presentation on Climate Change by Kevin 
Petrini, UNDP Regional Climate Change Specialist, and Christopher Woodthorpe, Director of the United Nations 
Information Centre, Canberra, at Kathleen Lumley College Common Room.

Starting with the 1896 paper by Svante Arrhenius 
from Sweden who calculated the effect of a doubling 
atmospheric carbon dioxide to be an increase in surface 
temperatures of 5-6 degrees Celsius, Kevin moved on to 
highlight the current situation in the Pacific. With an atoll 
not having any land higher than 2 metres above sea level, 
he showed that as the ocean heats up, the water is less 
dense, and therefore the average sea level rises. A rise of 
10 cm or more per annum, against a maximum height on 
the island of 2 metres, suggests it is a very important issue 
for the Governments of the island nations to study and 
address.

Kevin went on to detail some of the work of the UN 
Development Program in the Pacific. “Genuine and 
Durable Partnerships” seek to measure the costs, and draw 
together the necessary actions required to mitigate the 
problems.

For the last slide in his presentation Kevin asked us “What can You do?”, and presented a map illustrating what we might 
do as individuals to help address this issue. At question time this was the focus of a lot of interest, with a number of those 
present asking whether they might be able to get a copy of Kevin’s graphic diagram (see page 6 of Newsletter 38).

Introducing Kevin, Chris Woodthorpe, as the representative of the UN Secretary General in Australia, spoke explaining 
that the 70th anniversary of the founding of the United Nations offered an opportunity to reflect on how the UN is 
working for peace. How we need to address the emergencies that might crop up around the world, and turn them into 
opportunities. For the rest of 2015 an important task was to address the new challenge of the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDG). 17 ground breaking goals affecting all countries.  They move past the MDG goals and seek to engage in 
involvement and leadership with all member states. Extending the original 
MDG goals there will be an emphasis on human rights, with a particular focus 
on gender inequalities and violent behaviour.

4.3 Multicultural Event at Joe’s Kiosk—12th July 2015

The theme, “Strong UN. Better World” tied in with a celebration of 
multicultural Australia through the presentation of prints of surrealist 
installation artist Andrew Baines’ painting (“No man is an island”). SA 
Minister for the Arts, Jack Snelling presented prints of Andrew’s painting 
to the participants who stood in the water dressed in their various national 
costumes. He discussed the importance of Multiculturalism in a struggling 
society, attesting that equality should be, and is, of paramount importance to 
the UNAA and the wider United Nations community. 

Grace Portolesi, Chair of the Multicultural and Ethnic Commission SA, also 
spoke, pointing out the importance of inclusion tactics.

Kevin Petrini explaining the impact of climate 
change in the Pacific islands

Jack Snelling Minister for the Arts, Grace 
Portolesi Chair of Multicultural SA, and Gary 

Johanson Mayor of Port Adelaide Enfield



4

4.4 UNAASA AGM—2nd August 2015

Our speaker at the AGM was Professor Felix Patrikeeff, a member of our Executive Committee since 2013 when he 
joined us as the corporate representative of the Australian Institute of International Affairs. He asked “Can Enemies be 
Friends”, based on the Colloquium on Reconciliation being conducted at the University of Adelaide. An important ques-
tion for UNAA SA members given the mandate granted the UN to maintain peace and to resolve differences

In a wide ranging talk, Felix began by mentioning Norman Porter, who was involved in the peace process in Northern 
Ireland, and his work partly inspired Felix’s remarks in looking at a number of examples of attempted reconciliation 
elsewhere. In Northern Ireland eventually the “troubles” concluded after activists came out on the streets advocating no 
more violence. Though few prospects existed for building a civil society there, as Prime Minister, Tony Blair brought 
both sides together. Paradoxically, Tony Blair also took the United Kingdom into the Gulf Wars.

The best example suggested was the reconciliation that took place in South Africa when Nelson Mandela said “enough”.  
However, the South African economy is weak and there is still much to be done. Moreover, the truth and reconciliation 
process in South Africa has not been successfully replicated elsewhere. It is necessary to see what is actually driving 
hatred and violence. It is important not to dwell on the past but rather look to the future. Unfortunately, history can hold 
people in the past. 

We thank Felix for a most interesting and thought provoking talk.

RETIRING COMMITTEE MEMBERS

For the business part of the AGM we need to thank those committee members who did not stand for re-election.

Brother Peter Faulkner declined re-nomination after many years as a committee member. Peter first joined the committee 
in 2004.

He was appointed the UNAA SA Environmental Officer, and kept the committee up to date on environmental issues, 
both international and local. In addition his work as an office volunteer to help staff the office during the week provided a 
friendly and helpful introduction to UNAA for many callers and visitors. 

Not long after joining the committee he felt the newsletter could be made more informative. He become editor, promptly 
demonstrating his interest in things scientific by naming it the Planet 3 Digest (need I remind people that is “our” planet, 
third from the sun), and publishing it on the days of the yearly solstice and equinox. Newsletters are available on our web 
site, and make interesting reading. 

Thank you Peter for your contribution to our committee deliberations, and thank you for your ongoing work as our 
Friday (plus Monday and other days as well) volunteer, together with your ability to find interesting and challenging new 
pieces for inclusion in the newsletter.

Justin McCarthy and Adrian Venuti joined the committee as individual members in 2013. Their business experience and 
support for events like the UN Day Dinner was invaluable, but the work involved in expanding their business overseas 
meant that in phoning them we would discover they were in China or South America, making their attendance at our 
meetings impossible. We hope that we can still call on their help when they are in Adelaide.

NEW COMMITTEE MEMBER

Kathy Romeo. We were delighted to welcome Kathy to the committee, although through other pressures she stood down 
in late April 2016. When problems arose with our proposed new web site, Kathy came to our rescue and was able to 
encode a new website. We thank her very much.

SUBSEQUENT COMMITTEE CHANGES

Tim Buttery was our intern for the second half of 2015, assisting 
with the writing and editing of the newsletter. As a student of 
journalism at UniSA, he brought great skill to this craft. It was 
a very successful intern-ship. We were happy to welcome him 
onto the committee at our August meeting.

Ruth Russell had to leave South Australia in October to go to 
New Zealand for family reasons. We welcomed Maureen Arnott 
onto the committee as the WILPF representative in November.

The team from OzHarvest at the 
Humanitarian Day Luncheon
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4.5 Humanitarian Day Luncheon—4th September 2015

On Friday the Fourth of Sep-
tember, the UNAA SA Division 
hosted the World Humanitar-
ian Day Lunch at the National 
Wine Centre. Unlike previous 
SA Humanitarian Day Lunches, 
our guests were not the clients 
of organisations working with 
disadvantaged people: this time 
our guests were the hard work-
ers who are so much involved 
in providing the necessary help 
and support. They included a 
contingent of volunteers from 
Oz Harvest, our friends from 
Grandparents for Grandchildren, 
Welcome to Australia, SCOSA, 
UN Youth and others. The Lunch 
was funded by the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
through UNAA

Grace Portolesi, Chair of the South Australian Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs 
Commission, was a gracious MC for the afternoon. 

Founder and Head of OzHarvest Ronni Kahn was the surprise special guest, having 
flown from Sydney to Adelaide especially to be present at the luncheon. 

Born in South Africa, Kahn moved to Israel where she lived on a kibbutz for many 
years before emigrating to Australia and starting an events management business. 
On a vacation to South Africa, when visiting Soweto she was inspired by a friend 
who told her that “she was responsible for electricity in Soweto”. Kahn recalls that 
“... at that moment she realised that her life could never be the same again. And that 
she had to come back and do something meaningful for other people...” Building on 
her experience in corporate hospitality, she was shocked by the waste of food and 
founded Oz-harvest in 2004, initially with the support of people in the restaurant 
and catering industries in Sydney.

She spoke about food waste in the world and how Oz-harvest is working to combat 
this problem in order to feed the hungry.

4.6 Peace Bottle—Message in a Bottle 

At the suggestion of Andrew Baines, the idea of “UN at 70” was extended to making 
a large Peace Bottle in which we could collect messages of peace. It was hoped that 
at an appropriate time it could be sent to New York, and be accepted as a collection 
of messages from individuals around South Australia.

The bottle was “launched” at the Port Adelaide Festival (see below),  exhibited in 
the Port Adelaide Library, and currently is at our office at 57/81 Carrington Street, 
Adelaide. It has also been displayed at various events. We express our thanks to the 
Port Adelaide Enfield Council for funding the manufacture of this large blue bottle 
as part of their Port Adelaide Festival.

We continue to collect messages from as wide a group of people as we can, especial-
ly asking schools to request their students to join us in writing a message for peace, 
to be placed in the bottle when the time comes for it to make its journey overseas 
later in 2016.

Our surprise guest speaker at the luncheon, Founder of OzHarvest, Ronni Khan, speaking
Opera singing star, Alistair Brasted (foreground) sang to us

The Peace Bottle
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4.7 Port Adelaide  
Festival— 
10th October 2015

Auspiciously 2015 represents 
two significant anniversaries. 
One, at the international level, 
is the 70th anniversary of the 
United Nations. The other, 
at the local level, is the 175th 
anniversary of Port Adelaide. 
To note this local historic event, 
the Port Adelaide and Enfield 
Council held a festival em-
bracing the city’s diversity. The 
theme of the day was “Message 
in a bottle”, and the almost 2 
metre tall Peace Bottle was the 
centre-piece. 

In highlighting the 70th anni-
versary of the United Nations 
we also focus attention on  the 
UN role in trying to achieve 
world peace. The Port Adelaide 
Enfield Council has given generous 
support and organised the launch 
that took place on Saturday, 10th October.

At the Port Adelaide Festival opening , the Peace Bottle was delivered to the Black Diamond Wharf by the famous South 
Australian sailing ship, the One and All. A Scottish piper played as UN Youth helped bring the Peace Bottle ashore. The 
Mayor of Port Adelaide Enfield, Gary Johanson, recounted a similar event that took place 175 years ago on the very same 
spot to commemorate the inauguration of Port Adelaide as the port for the new settlement of Adelaide. The Mayor ex-
plained how Port Adelaide – a truly multicultural city – has one of the highest concentrations in Australia of people from 

diverse backgrounds, including 
Aboriginal people. Following 
the Mayor, the United Nations 
representative in Australia, 
Christopher Woodthorpe, who 
flew from Canberra to partici-
pate, spoke of the achievements 
of the United Nations in peace-
keeping, fighting disease and 
bringing health and education to 
so many, but of course lamented 
the intolerable devastation that 
is happening in the world today. 
Obviously a message of peace is 
sorely needed in our troubled 
times even if it is just a message 
in a bottle.

Other people present includ-
ed former senator and former 
president of the United Nations 
Association of Australia, Robert 
Hill, Kaurna elder, Uncle Lewis 
O’Brien who gave the welcome to 
country, and Nicola Moore, presi-
dent of UN Youth SA.

Speakers at the Port Adelaide Festival, UNIC Director, Christopher Woodthorpe, and the 
Mayor pf Port Adelaide Enfield, Gary Johanson

The team from UN Youth SA who carried the Peace Bottle ashore.
The sail training tall ship One and All is in the background
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4.8 UN Day Dinner—1st November 2015

The traditional UN Day Dinner is our one major fund 
raising event for the year.  Without it we would struggle 
to survive financially. Therefore it is great to be able to 
start by saying that 2015 saw the largest attendance ever. 
Having Senator Penny Wong, Minster for Finance as our 
speaker was a privilege.

Other guests included director of UNIC Chris Woodthorpe, 
His Excellency the Governor of South Australia, Hieu Van 
Le AC; MC for the evening Sonya Feldhoff; Michael Atkin-
son MP and Jennifer Rankine MP representing the Premier, 
and Rachel Sanderson MP, representing the Leader of the 
Opposition; Chief Justice, Chris Kourakis, and the  Chair 
of the Migrant Resource Centre of South Australia Rauf 
Soulio.

As has become our custom, it was a lovely evening and festivities began in earnest in the Wine Centre courtyard, 
with champagne or iced waters. Cheese platters were the centrepiece, kindly donated by TAFE SA. A range of 
caramelised figs from Willabrand complimented the cheese. Heidi van Gerwen provided her specialty,  Chicons 
au gratin.  We must thank Lynn Arnold for his slow cooked seafood Paella. Mr. Arnold arrived two hours prior to 
the event and was eagerly assisted by Tom Moretti and Laura Vaccario  in preparation and cooking. Revered head 
chef Tze Khaw even made an appearance for plating and presentation in what eventuated into a dish worthy of a 
Michelin star.  

Velvet Henna provided an interesting diversion with hand 
painting, leading to many of our guests walking around with 
elevated hands as they waited for the Henna colouring to dry. 
His Excellency the Governor, Hue Van Le read the UN Secretary 
General’s UN Day Message. Chris Woodthorpe Director of Unit-
ed Nations Information Centre and the representative of the 
United Nations to Australia the Asia Pacific region then spoke, 
saying he had a hard act to follow after a short but engrossing 
UN video. 

Mr. Woodthorpe handed over to the main speaker of many 
in the evening, The Leader of the Opposition in the Senate, 
Senator Penny Wong. Senator Wong began her talk by say-
ing “...speaking to a hungry audience before the main course 

is dangerous”. She 
continued with a brief 
allusion of the often criticised effectiveness of the UN, telling us that 
“no path to peace is possible without the UN”. She then focussed on two 
examples where the UN had great impact in peacekeeping, namely; The 
Khmer Rouge regime of Cambodia and the fight for independence in 
Timor-Leste. The role of Australians in the UN was not ignored either, as 
Senator Wong referenced Bert Evatt, third president of the General As-
sembly, and Gareth Evans, the architect of the Cambodian Peace process 
and the revered R2P principle. 

Senator Wong concluded her talk with a fitting reference to the role of 
migration in building Australia’s harmony consistent with principles 
from the United Nations charter Article 1. It was her grandparents that 
originally migrated to Australia with her father arriving at the Universi-
ty of Adelaide on a Colombo Plan scholarship. 

After the main course everyone was entertained by a performance of 
the Bamboo Orchestra. The Indonesian tune Maka Tadali was followed 
by Waltzing Matilda with the conductor, Ferry Chandra, donning an 
Akubra in true Australian spirit. 

So many contributed so generously to making it such a success.  The 
raffle and silent auction prizes were most generous, and bidding went well. We thank all our donors, and must 
especially thank UNAA for a DFAT seeding grant that helped make the evening so successful.

Keynote speaker Senator Penny Wong with members of 
                     The Bamboo Orchestra.   Photo Ferry Chandra

The Bamboo Orchestra with conductor Ferry Chandra 
in his Akubra with Waltzing Matilda

Lynn Arnold preparing the Paella 
assisted by noted chef, Tze Khaw
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4.9 Visit to Kilkenny Primary School  
and Thebarton Senior College— 
2nd November 2015

On the day following the dinner Christopher Wood-
thorpe visited Kilkenny Primary School, and we 
were delighted to be able to present the school with 
a UN flag. He also visited Thebarton Senior College.

4.10 Human Rights Day—10th December 
2015

Special guest, Owen Karpany, at our  2015 Human 
Rights Day commemoration, explained how he 
became involved in the award winning documentary, 
The King’s Seal which was screened as a feature of 
the evening. Owen had won a case brought against him under the Fisheries Act regarding catching under size fish by 
referring to the Letters Patent. The State Government immediately appealed the decision and won in the Supreme Court 
while excluding Owen and his son Daniel from attendance in court and using a lawyer whom to this day they have never 
met to run their case without any reference to The Letters Patent as a defence. However, in a successful appeal to the 
High Court of Australia using the Native Title Act to make their case it was ruled that the South Australian Fisheries Act 
did not extinguish native title.

After the screening Owen emphasised the 
main point of the Letters Patent whereby the 
Indigenous inhabitants had been granted the 
right to enjoy and have access to the land they 
had always occupied, but added that this has 
clearly not happened. Instead colonisation had 
deprived his people of their livelihood. De-
struction of the natural environment had, for 
example, caused the disappearance of natural 
sources of food. He had grown up knowing he 
had the right to gather Aboriginal foods. But 
this was called poaching—hence his court case 
about the 24 under size abalone.

The UNAA is most grateful for the support 
from Amnesty International Australia, espe-
cially for arranging for The King’s Seal to be 
made available, the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom, and the AIIA. 
In addition, we are most grateful to Professor 
Felix Patrikeeff for providing the excellent 
venue of the Kathleen Lumley College.

4.11 A Day in the Veggie Garden—27th February 2016

Members and friends of Slow Food South Australia and United Nations Association of Australia (SA Division) joined 
together with hosts Glenelg North Community Garden to celebrate ‘A day in the veggie garden’. 

After meandering through the garden, picking and learning about the fascinating range of produce being grown in this 
thriving community garden, guests relaxed under the shade of the vines to celebrate the United Nations 2016 Interna-
tional Year of Pulses.

A lovely way in which to celebrate the UN International Year of Pulses.

Christopher Woodthorpe presenting the UN flag to Kilkenny 
Primary School

Owen Karpany speaking at the Human Rights Day presentation at Kathleen 
Lumley College 
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4.12 Yoga for Harmony and Peace—2nd April 2016

For the first time last year the UN declared 21 
June to be the first International Yoga Day. But 
mid-winter is not a good time to arrange an 
outdoor event. Then Harmony Day was cele-
brated on 21 March—while this offered a day 
about inclusiveness, a sense of belonging for 
all, and is a day for all Australians to embrace 
cultural diversity and to share what we have 
in common—it was also in the middle of the 
Adelaide Festival of Arts (mad March). Hence 
the compromise decision for UNAA SA, the 
World Peace Flame and Dru Yoga to organise a 
morning of Yoga for Harmony and Peace after 
Easter in early April worked very well.

After Auntie Leonie’s Welcome to Country, our 
MC for the morning, Gill Hicks, introduced 
the event by calling on her personal experienc-
es in a most inspiring start.  She explained how 
important it is for people to make their voices 
heard in support of Peace and Multicultural 
Harmony.

The World Peace Flame has been burning 
since July 1999. It is a symbol of peace, uni-
ty, freedom and celebration. It emphasises 
the essential freedom of the human spirit to 
create peace at any time under any circum-
stances – a view endorsed by the millions of 
people who have lit The World Peace Flame 
as a symbol of this dream. This event pro-
vided our opportunity to bring the Flame 
to Adelaide for the first time, although not 
the first in South Australia. Yorketown is 
the first school in the state to have its own 
flame from the World Peace Flame Founda-
tion.

We need to say thank you to quite a large 
group of people involved in making this 
such a memorable morning, offering a 

message of harmony and peace in a 
gentle way. Gill Hicks was a great MC. 
We thank the lady Mayoress, Lynn 
Arnold, Ladan, Patricia Brown and 
Angela Baker, and Andrew Baines. 
We thank Piccadilly Springs for the 
water, and the Adelaide City Council 
for their support. Also the Yorketown 
Area School Students who came to 
the event for their participation, and 
for their messages for placement in 
the Peace Bottle.

We owe special thanks to Lidia 
Moretti and Danyse Crotti for the 
concept and all the hard work in 
making it happen.

                  Yoga at Veale Gardens on South Terrace    Photo: Tom Moretti 

                                  Gill Hicks was an inspiring MC    Photo: Tom Moretti 

Lighting the Adelaide Peace Flame with students (and their Peace Flame) from 
Yorketown Area School       Photo: Andrew Baines 
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4.13 DISCUSSION EVENINGS

The discussion evenings have continued to offer an opportunity for a small group to discuss a topic of interest with a 
visiting speaker. Fortunately we have not yet reached the capacity limit of our office of about 20 persons, it has meant the 
small group attending are able to ask questions, and discuss things in an informal context. Those who have become our 
regular attenders feel it is well worth attending.

4.13.1 Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) with Ruth Russell—19th 
May 2015 

Ruth Russell has been a UNAA SA Exec-
utive Committee member since 2004. She 
has represented WILPF on our committee 
over this time. She travelled to The Hague 
to celebrate the Centenary of the found-
ing of WILPF on 25 April 2015. Our May 
discussion evening offered a timely oppor-
tunity to have Ruth tell us about the very 
significant contribution WILPF has made 
towards peace over this past one hundred 
years.

Few people are aware that at the same time 
as the ANZACs landed at Gallipoli, 1800 
women met at the Peace Palace in The 
Hague to develop the Principles for Perma-
nent Peace.  These women’s Principles are 
now enshrined in the Charter of the United 

Nations and have been promoted ever since by Women’s International League for Peace & Freedom (WILPF) which 
celebrated its centenary on 25th April 2015. 

4.13.2 UNAA Executive Director Matthew Kronborg—21 July 2015

At our July meeting our UNAA National Executive Director, Matthew Kronborg joined us to tell us about the role of the 
UNAA at the National level, and to give us an opportunity to ask questions about how UNAA interfaces with the Federal 
Government and Parliament. It offered a great opportunity not only to hear all about the relationship between UNAA 
and government at the national level, but also for us to at last meet Matthew.

4.13.3 Australia Afghan Cameleers 
with Pamela Rajkowski— 
15th September 2015

This was another exceptional discussion evening. 
The Cameleers came from India and Afghani-
stan to Australia to look after the camels. Having 
British passports they had automatic 3 year visas 
and had to leave Australia after 3 years, but were 
entitled to return. Those who settled here still 
have descendants in both Adelaide and country 
towns, and Pamela has been researching their 
history, and bringing them together to celebrate 
this fascinating part of  the story of the outback.

The historic WILPF Banner

Australia’s early cameleers in the 19th Century
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4.13.4 My Chinese Friends. Glen Woodward—17th November 2015

Glen Woodward was a member of the UNAA SA Committee during the late 1970s. He represented the Education 
Department on the Committee from 1976 to 1980. He rejoined the committee in the year 2000 after he retired serving 
through to 2011. He was very active in seeking a UN year of Community.

When he said he would be delighted to speak at 
one of our Discussion evenings on “My Chinese 
Friends” we were quick to accept.

As a primary school student at Wallaroo, Glen had 
been intrigued by the Chinese sailors who used 
to squat on the wharf there eating their rice meal 
with chopsticks. It was the start of a lifelong inter-
est and friendship with people and things Chinese.

As a young teacher in Darwin he found the food 
in the Government mess uninspiring (and was not 
happy). He quickly discovered the shop belonging 
to Chin Lun Pak (CLP) in Chinatown in a ram-
shackle building surround by bomb craters from 
1945, with typical living quarters upstairs above 
the shop. This was special as they had a shaved ice 
drink machine, and in the hot humid Darwin climate this was great to quench one’s thirst and cool down. Conversation 
was difficult, but Glen still became a friend. Mr Pak asked Glen to help him type his business letters, and inevitably as a 
new friend of the family, he was asked to stay to dinner, and quickly learned how to use chopsticks and to eat fast. 

We thank Glen for an absolutely fascinating ramble through a lifetime of friendship and interest  in people from China, 
Hong Kong, Singapore and Malaysia. For example when his godson Glen Wee was married, Glen was asked to act as 
Glen Wee’s father, and asking what his responsibilities might be, was promptly told “as father you just have to pay all the 
bills”. 

4.13.5 The United Nations Charter: What does it say?—19th January 2016

As part of the UN at 70 activities all members of parliament were sent a copy of the Charter of the UN, and the UDHR. 
This made us ask what do we understand about the Charter of the UN? 

This is our organization’s constitution, but like many documents of this kind we may talk about it occasionally, but rarely 
look at what it actually says. It is not an easy read. Instead of a guest speaker, we examined the wording of the Charter, 
to see if we might learn more from the inspired words (as well as the constraints) that embody the basic principles of the 
UN and set out the operation of the UN.

It was an enlightening evening, and in spite of the inherent short-comings we discovered an important document that is 
still as relevant as when it was drafted 71 years ago.

4.13.6 Pulses. What are they, and how are they used? With Joan Gibbs—16th March 2016

We were very happy to welcome Joan Gibbs, a lecturer from the School of Natural and Built Environments at the Univer-
sity of South Australia. Joan began by explaining that pulses are defined as legumes with the specific quality of being able 
to be stored dry, and therefore do not include fodder stored green.

The list of 9 Latin names covered pulses from Kidney through to Soy Beans. They share similar botanical characteristics 
of a flower structure which needs an insect for pollination. The fruit forms in a pod.  Pulses are characterised by the 
presence of root nodules with the nitrogen fixing rhizome bacteria that provides the nitrogen that makes the plant strong 
and vigorous. Joan explained how the bacteria fix the nitrogen which is usually inert, and make organic amino acids, and 
hence proteins.

She then explained the ancient origins going back to the time of the dinosaurs (Cretaceous), with the first legume pollen 
found being from some 60 million years ago. Both South America and Africa have legumes, but the origin is a little un-
sure, as they both arose after these continents split from the original Gondwanaland land mass.

In Syria neolithic farmers suffered from poor nutrition because of dependence on grains such as wild rye. Beans were 

The Darwin shop of C. L. Pak who sold Glen’s shaved ice drink
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added to diversify the poor diet. There is evidence of the use of pulses in the Nile valley from 9,000 years ago. 

Joan’s talk concluded with a discussion of pulses’ health benefits (with a warning about cooking kidney beans in the cor-
rect manner), and highlighting their importance in Australian agriculture. Thank you Joan. It was a fascinating evening. 

4.14 OTHER EVENTS WITH UNAASA SUPPORT OR PRESENCE

4.14.1 SA Launch of WILPF Centenary 
and Exhibition in Kerry Packer Gallery 
at the Hawke Centre— Friday 8 May 
2015

The WILPF exhibition at the Kerry Packer Gallery 
in the Bob Hawke Centre at UniSA City West 
campus could be called “The Untold Story.”  It 
depicted the last 100 years of peace activism in 
Australia with an inspiring collection of photo-
graphs and historical pieces telling of their work 
for peace over the past century.

4.14.2 UN Peacekeepers Service 
— Sunday 13th September 2015

The South Australian Peacekeepers Sub-
Branch of the RSL SA held their annual 
commemoration at the National War Memo-
rial, North Terrace Adelaide. UNAASA has 
for many years supported this service which 
recognises those who have lost their lives 
while on UN Peacekeeping service since 1947.

4.14.3 Celebrating World 
Peace Day—20th September 
2015(the day before Peace 
Day)

We met on the Sunday before the 
International Day of Peace (21st 
September 2015), on the fore-
court of Scots Church to collect 
Peace messages, and tie them on 
the Peace Tree. These messages 
have since been placed in the 
Peace Bottle.

4.14.4 National Police Re-
membrance Day— 
29th September 2015

UNAASA was represented at the Police Remembrance Day Service at the South Australian Police Academy 
at Taperoo. It remembers police officers who have lost their lives in the line of duty, including those who have 
died while participating in UN Peacekeeping missions.

At the SA WILPF Centenary launch speakers were Norm Habel, Ruth 
Russell and Cynthia James

The collected Peace Messages on the Peace Tree outside 
Scots Church with the Peace Day volunteers



13

4.14.5 Installation of CWL National Executive—2nd February 2016

At a service at St Francis Xavier Cathedral the new National Executive were installed. UNAA SA Committee 
member Joan Young is CWL National Secretary.

4.14.6 UN Women’s Day Breakfast—4th March 2016

UNAA SA had a stand at the Breakfast, along with the Peace Bottle. As usual it was sold out, and a 
great success.

5. PARTNERSHIP ACTIVITIES WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS
We seek to extend our message by working with, supporting, and cooperating with a wide range of other NGO bodies in 
South Australia. These include the following: 

Australian Institute of International Affairs SA
Grandparents for Grandchildren
Catholic Women’s League
Children’s Week
Asylum Seekers and Refugee campaigns. Family support
WILPF, especially the 2015 centenary. 
The “City of Adelaide” Clipper, now at Port Adelaide (rescued from Scotland)
Slow Food International—link with Carlo Petrini, named as one of 10 world champions by the UN
OzHarvest—World Food Day 16 October ‘Feeding the 500’
Amnesty International
Radio 5RPH interview programmes—synergy with food and UN goals
Australia East Timor Friendship Association SA
Safe Ground
ICAN
East Timor Association of South Australia
West Papua Association of South Australia—Human Rights abuses
And many others.
 

6. NEWSLETTER—PLANET 3 DIGEST, OUR WEBSITE and FACEBOOK
As I said last year the newsletter is our most important contact point with our members, and well worth the effort. I am 
always concerned that it is offered not only to the new generation who might prefer it via electronic means, but I remain 
sensitive to the preference of old timers like me that would rather have something on paper.  However the increased cost 
of postage, and the cost of colour printing have meant that we must carefully find a balance between cost, and what we 
can afford.

With very few exceptions the posted print copy will now only be sent to financial members who specifically request a 
printed copy. Others will receive it by email, and are most welcome to forward to friends who might be interested.

We currently have 6 editions each year. We moved from quarterly distribution to allow better notice to be provided to 
members of our planned forthcoming events. It was difficult to confirm final details of speakers and venues 3 months in 
advance. With visitors from interstate, it has been even more difficult when timing and planning have to fit in with other 
divisions of UNAA and their schedules.

We thank three people for their special contribution this past year. Ron Hall as editor provides the first draft agenda for 
a forthcoming newsletter, and then helps with the written content (especially his great book reviews). Peter Faulkner, 
keeps reminding us of our responsibility to the environment, and as usual comes up with interesting pieces.

The Newsletter was the focus of Tim Buttery’s intern-ship for the latter half of 2015. Starting with learning to use the 
software (Adobe InDesign) Tim quickly took over the overall layout as well as writing a number of articles. His use of 
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flamboyant adjectives brought a distinct change of style, and his help and support has been much appreciated.

Following on from his work on the Newsletter, Tim has taken on our Facebook presence. He has been busy finding piec-
es of interest to grab our followers’ attention.

Finally thank you to Kathy Romeo for her great effort in laying out a new style of web site for UNAA SA, and then cod-
ing it all in HTML. I have unlimited admiration for her understanding of the commands involving “/” and “\” and the 
various cryptic letters that follow.

7. UNAA NATIONAL—SA Representative Lidia Moretti 
Lidia was appointed as our SA Division representative on the UNAA National Board following the 2010 AGM. She has 
been very active in this role, making sure that our committee is kept up to date and aware of the national issues UNAA is 
working on.

It involves a lot of reading and discussion in seeking a relationship with the National activities that recognises the distinct 
difference between what is happening in each Division. 

She represented UNAA SA at the national Conference at the ANU in Canberra on the weekend of the 21st of August. 
Lidia was accompanied by our executive member Tim Buttery who wishing to attend as part of his intern-ship, was in-
terested in learning more about the wider UNAA scene, and the academics and politicians who presented the conference 
papers.

We were very glad that when a face to face meeting of the board was planned early for 21st March 2016, she was able to 
persuade them to come to Adelaide and to hold the meeting at the Wine Centre.  This allowed our local SA executive to 
meet various board members and to put a face to the names we had so often seen on the board papers.

We thank Lidia for her hard work in this direction, and all the effort, thought and communication that it involves. 

8 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Our United Nations Association could not continue without an effective executive committee. I would like to thank all of 
our committee members for their contribution and their help during this past year.

We have met regularly on the second Tuesday each month, with the exception of January. This missed meeting was made 
up for by the two planning days that fall into the financial year covered by this report. They were on 11th April 2015 and 
19th March 2016. These were most constructive days. I thank all our committee members for their attendance and their 
involvement in seeking to support our work to promote and inform people about the UN. 

I particularly want to thank Lidia Moretti, one of our two Vice Presidents. I am under strict instructions not to mention 
her name (or include a photograph), but her organising ability, her networking skills and very wide range of people on 
whom she can call for help, has made a major contribution to UNAA SA being so successful in fulfilling our charter of 
informing, and making the general public aware of the important contribution of the UN to world peace and stability 
over recent years. On top of that is her responsibility with serving in the UNAA Board as our SA Division representative.

In addition I thank Ron Hall not only for being our secretary, together with working in the office on Thursdays, and 
looking after the reading and distribution of our incoming email. He is ably helped by Dylan Thornton-Hall in this task. 
Thinking of those who work to keep our office open, I have mentioned Peter Faulkner above, but I again thank Peter for 
his reliability, friendship and willingness to be there in our office much more frequently than his agreement to be our 
man-Friday. 

Brendon Skates, our Treasurer has been a godsend. This is doubly so as he helps with the audit as well. His thoughtful 
input is invaluable.

John Langton as our Vice-President and representative from GFG has been very helpful and supportive. The assistance 
from GFG by printing our newsletter in colour at cost has been a great boon, and we thank John very much.

Joan Young has represented the Catholic Women’s League, and I have much appreciated her common sense approach 
and willingness to help.

A new organisation represented on our committee this year was UN Youth, and its representative Nicola Moore. UN 
Youth has a most exciting agenda, and a very busy year with academic chores as well as their UN activities. Nicola will 
tell us about the UN Youth achievements at our AGM in July.
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Margaret Moore, as our Association of International Affairs SA, and Felix Patrikeeff have both provided help by assisting 
in focussing on the UN International  focus. Very much appreciated.

We were sorry WILPF representative Ruth Russell had to go to NZ to tend her family late in the year. But we were privi-
leged to join her in celebrating the WILPF Centenary on April 25. We welcome Maureen Arnott as her replacement.

Rosemary McKay has kept reminding us about the ongoing human rights issues in West Papua, as well as continuing to 
make us aware of the developing nation of East Timor and its challenges.  The story of the clipper ship City of Adelaide is 
such an important part of Adelaide’s history as well. 

Sing Ping Ting is an individual member of our committee and is also President of the UNAA SA Status of Women Com-
mittee.

Thank you to our newcomers, Kathy Romeo for her help with the web site, and Tim Buttery for the Newsletter and Face-
book.

In concluding this report I feel stuck for words.  Early this year I found that age is catching up with me, accompanied by 
what have become difficulties with my vision, needing a number of small eye operations. I decided it was time I stood 
down as President of UNAA SA.

I have been a little amused to point out that I am the only person that need not submit a nomination form by the due 
date, and yet  following the AGM I will be entitled to a position on the executive committee as the immediate past presi-
dent.

When I think back over my more than 30 years on the committee, there are so many dedicated people who have contrib-
uted to the work of UNAA SA I hesitate to even begin to name them. My one exception will be to remember the contri-
bution of Heather Southcott who was instrumental in first approaching me to join the committee as Amnesty Interna-
tional representative in 1985 when our organisations shared the premises at Pirie Street as the One World Collective. Her 
passing on 21 November 2014 was a great loss.

I would like to wish my successor as President well. May I express the hope that the new committee works successfully 
into the future. There is a challenge in working out what we are to do, especially in espousing the 17 SDG goals, and 
working out how we might best alert society, and our government, to their importance.

I thank all the friends I have made through UNAA SA, and I look forward to meeting you all in the future.

The Peace Bottle at our Yoga Day for Harmony and Peace where peace messages were collected       
Photo: Andrew Baines 
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UNAA (SA) SoWC President’s Report   July, 2016
From  July 2015 to June 2016, we held  9 meetings.

1.  Women in Prison.     SoWC continued to be concerned with the situation of women in prison and their welfare 
after their release.   Our members,  representing various women organisations,  attended a public forum organised 
by “Seeds of Affinity” in April, 2016.  The forum focussed on the women  and children.  Sadly there is still no facility 
for women and their children in the prison.  These children often become wards of state and there is a breakdown of 
mother-child bonding.

2. Racism :  Understanding and Breaking Down Barriers   We held a forum on racism on 24/10/2015 at NCW House, 
95 South Tce,  Adelaide.   The aim was to deal with the topic from the grassroots level.    35 women and men attend-
ed the forum ( this was capacity crowd as the room could not cope with more).   There were 4 speakers and active 
participations from the floor during the panel discussion.

The following are summaries  of the forum.  

a. Mrs.  Genevieve Haese,  Lady mayoress of Adelaide 

Genevieve Haese was born and raised in Singapore to Eurasian parents.  Her extended family consisted of 47 
cousins living in different countries.    Her education and work took her to UK, Europe and USA.    She migrat-
ed to Adelaide in 2010 and she contacted her friend Michael Haese and the rest is history.   Michael Haese was 
the general manager of Rundle Mall in 2010, and was elected Mayor of Adelaide in 2014.    Genevieve has made 
Adelaide her own community.

“Racism is an ugly word”.  She has not allowed this word into her life.   Genevieve felt that if one allowed oneself 
to see others as enemies and to fear them,  then no amount of education and training would be of benefit.    “We 
should not focus on racism.  Instead we should celebrate the difference”.    Education re racism should start early 
in childhood.  “Children do not see colour—they are more interested in play, and who feed them.”

“Mentally, physically and emotionally we are all the same”—Dalai Lama

b. Grace Wahome  

Grace is from Kenya and works as a social worker  with Families SA.   She is an experienced high school teacher 
with Master of Education from University of Nairobi and Bachelor of Education from Kenyatta University.   The 
qualification did not help her in getting a teaching job in Adelaide.    So she  started work as an Aged Care Worker 
and later a Youth Worker, and attended University of South Australia, and graduated with a Master Degree in 
Social Work in 2014.  Her journey as a migrant in Australia “has been long and challenging”. 

Her message to migrants:-  “ Do not expect the people to change and be like you, rather it is you who need to 
change and adapt in order to fit in with the new society and local community.  Work hard and never allow to be 
called “ lazy”, whether it is in class or at home, at work or anywhere else.  Let us make ourselves responsible and 
reliable residents.   Go back to school and improve your skills.  Look out for opportunities, since opportunities 
will not look for you.”

Prints of Andrew Baines painting “No Man is an Island” were presented to 
Chief Justice Chris Kourakis and Hon. Jing Lee MLC on 15 December 2015 
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To sum up the impact of racism and inequality,  Grace gave us a quote from the former Secretary General of the 
United Nations,   Mr. Kofi  Annan—“ Ignorance and prejudice are the handmaidens of propaganda.  Our mis-
sion, therefore , is to confront ignorance with knowledge, bigotry ( intolerance) with tolerance, and isolation with 
outstretched hand of generosity.  Racism can, will and must be defeated.”

c. Cathy Chong.   President of the Chinese Welfare Services SA

Cathy Chong was born in Malacca, Malaysia , in 1949,  of Chinese parents.    She graduated from nursing in 1972.  
In her years in Australia she has experienced various forms of racism, including bias/prejudices, conscious or 
unconscious, and a lot of negative attitudes, including institutional attitudes.  

She has developed strategies,  over the years,  to cope.

• Develop a fighting spirit.

• Do not respond angrily to racial injustice.  It is best to control emotion in your response.

• Involve in community groups and Churches to get support.

• Building resilience—by actively encouraging community and workplace to participate in role play and to 
understand one another’s feeling.

• Develop a sense of identity.    Develop a personal response with an objectivity re action and thus be empow-
ered to respond safely and effectively when called upon to do so.

d.  Regan Bledee Jr.    Manager at Northern Area Migrant Resource Centre. 

Regan, born in Liberia, came to Australia in 2003 after 12 years in a refugee camp.   He gave us a narrative of his 
various experience in life,  civil war in Liberia as a child, living in various countries, and getting an “education in 
resilience”  from his “adoptive mother” in Guinea when he was 12 years old.    He gave us examples of his own 
experience in negative racism in Australia.    He deals daily with racial discrimination ( in practice) , helping mi-
grants to up resilience and improve self confidence and esteem.   Migrants need to  “control emotion” and to have 
“reality check with others”.    Education is the key to understanding and breaking down barriers.   “ The hunter 
will be glorified because the animals do not have a voice.”

3. We are planning another forum for  15/10/2016.  The theme is  “ Elder Abuse-  Strategies and remedies now and in 
the future—to look after and defend the elderlies when they cannot do it themselves “

4. This year we spent  time to examine the relationship of Status of Women  Committee as a subcommittee of UNAA 
(SA) , and how it was first set up at the request from the Federal Executive Committee in 1974.   Status of Women 
Committee acts as a forum for the discussion of issues that impact on the quality of women’s lives in South Austral-
ia.   Issues are raised by and referred to member organisations.  

Submitted by  Sing Ping Ting 
3/7/2016

SUMMARY OF WILPF SA ACTIVITIES 2015
• WILPF SA Centenary Year activities 2015.

• Submission to SA Nuclear Fuel Cycle Royal Commission and subsequent monitoring of Commission’s findings and 
community reactions;

• Ruth Russell’s absence for twelve(+) months, consequent redistribution of responsibilities;

• Raising awareness of Defence Schools issue in SA and promotion of Peace Schools as a counterbalance in educa-
tion;

• Coordinated International Day of Peace event in September;

• Lobbying to improve conditions at the Adelaide Women’s Prison.
Maureen Arnott 

June 2016
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Financial Report
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United Nations Association of Australia
South Australian Division Inc.

Year Ended 31 March 2016

NORMAN PERCY COLE BEQUEST ACCOUNTS

YEAR ENDING 2015/2016 2014/2015
$ $

INCOME
Carried forward 2,896.10 1,484.96-
Received from Norman Percy Cole Trustees - 8,000.00

Total income: 2,896.10 6,515.04

EXPENDITURE
UNYA(SA)  support - 1,618.94
SCOSA Humanitarian Day Donation 1,000.00 1,000.00
Childrens' week 1,000.00 1,000.00
TAFE SA Scholarshp x2 $200 400.00
Support & Encouragement grants

Total Expenditure 2,400.00 3,618.94

total income + carried forward 2,896.10 6,515.04
less expenditure 2,400.00 3,618.94

BALANCE 31 March 2016 496.10 2,896.10

57/81 Carrington Street,  ADELAIDE  SA  5000

Colourful peace messages from the students of Yorketown Area School



International Days.  These are the international days currently observed by the United Nations.  
New international days are established regularly. The resolution establishing each international day is listed in parenthesis.

27 January International Day of Commemoration in Memory of 
the Victims of the Holocaust (A/RES/60/7)
4 February World Cancer Day
6 February International Day of Zero Tolerance to Female Genital 
Mutilation (A/RES/67/146)
11 February International Day of Women and Girls in Science (A/
RES/70/212)
13 February World Radio Day [UNESCO] (36 C/Resolution 63; A/
RES/67/124)
20 February World Day of Social Justice (A/RES/62/10)
21 February International Mother Language Day (A/RES/56/262) 
1 March Zero Discrimination Day [UNAIDS]
3 March World Wildlife Day (A/RES/68/205)
8 March International Women’s Day 
20 March International Day of Happiness (A/RES/66/281)
21 March International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimi-
nation (A/RES/2142 (XXI))
21 March World Poetry Day (UNESCO 30 C/Resolution 29)
21 March International Day of Nowruz (A/RES/64/253)
21 March World Down Syndrome Day (A/RES/66/149) 
21 March International Day of Forests (A/RES/67/200)
22 March World Water Day (A/RES/47/193)
23 March World Meteorological Day [WMO] WMO/EC-XII/Res.6
24 March World Tuberculosis Day [WHO] 
24 March International Day for the Right to the Truth concerning 
Gross Human Rights Violations and for the Dignity of Victims (A/
RES/65/196)
25 March International Day of Remembrance of the Victims of 
Slavery and the Transatlantic Slave Trade (A/RES/62/122)
25 March International Day of Solidarity with Detained and Miss-
ing Staff Members
2 April World Autism Awareness Day (A/RES/62/139)
4 April International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in 
Mine Action (A/RES/60/97)
6 April International Day of Sport for Development and Peace (A/
RES/67/296)
7 April International Day of Reflection on the Genocide in Rwanda 
(A/RES/58/234)
7 April World Health Day [WHO] (WHA/A.2/Res.35)
12 April International Day of Human Space Flight (A/RES/65/271)
22 April International Mother Earth Day (A/RES/63/278)
23 April World Book and Copyright Day (UNESCO 28 C/Resolution 
3.18)
23 April English Language Day 
25 April World Malaria Day [WHO]
26 April World Intellectual Property Day [WIPO]
28 April World Day for Safety and Health at Work
29 April Day of Remembrance for all Victims of Chemical Warfare 
(OPCW C-10/5)
30 April International Jazz Day (UNESCO 36 C/Resolution 39)
3 May World Press Freedom Day (UNESCO 26 C/Resolution 4.3)
8-9 May Time of Remembrance and Reconciliation for Those Who 
Lost Their Lives During the Second World War (A/RES/59/26)
9-10 May World Migratory Bird Day [UNEP]
15 May International Day of Families (A/RES/47/237)
17 May World Telecommunication and Information Society Day 
(A/RES/60/252; ITU Resolution 68/2006)
20 May “Vesak”, the Day of the Full Moon (A/RES/54/115)
21 May World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Develop-
ment (A/RES/57/249)
22 May International Day for Biological Diversity (A/RES/55/201)
23 May International Day to End Obstetric Fistula (A/RES/67/147)
29 May International Day of UN Peacekeepers (A/RES/57/129)
31 May World No-Tobacco Day [WHO] (WHA Resolution 42.19)
1 June Global Day of Parents (A/RES/66/292)
4 June International Day of Innocent Children Victims of Aggres-
sion (A/RES/ES-7/8)
5 June World Environment Day (A/RES/2994 (XXVII))
8 June World Oceans Day (A/RES/63/111)

12 June World Day Against Child Labour
13 June International Albinism Awareness Day (A/RES/69/170)
14 June World Blood Donor Day [WHO] (WHA Resolution 58.13)
15 June World Elder Abuse Awareness Day (A/RES/66/127)
16 June International Day of Family Remittances [IFAD] (GC 38/
Resolution 189)
17 June World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought (A/
RES/49/115)
19 June International Day for the Elimination of Sexual Violence in 
Conflict (A/RES/69/293)
20 June World Refugee Day (A/RES/55/76)
21 June International Day of Yoga (A/RES/69/131) 
23 June United Nations Public Service Day (A/RES/57/277)
23 June International Widows’ Day (A/RES/65/189)
25 June Day of the Seafarer [IMO] (STCW/CONF.2/DC.4)
26 June International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking 
(A/RES/42/112)
26 June United Nations International Day in Support of Victims of 
Torture (A/RES/52/149)
2 July (first Saturday in July) International Day of Cooperatives (A/
RES/47/90)
11 July World Population Day (UNDP decision 89/46 15, A/
RES/45/216)
15 July World Youth Skills Day (A/RES/69/145)
18 July Nelson Mandela International Day (A/RES/64/13)
28 July World Hepatitis Day [WHO]
30 July International Day of Friendship (A/RES/65/275)
30 July World Day against Trafficking in Persons (A/RES/68/192)
9 August International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples (A/
RES/49/214)
12 August International Youth Day (A/RES/54/120)
19 August World Humanitarian Day (A/RES/63/139)
23 August International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave 
Trade and Its Abolition [UNESCO] (29 C/Resolution 40)
29 August International Day against Nuclear Tests (A/RES/64/35)
30 August International Day of the Victims of Enforced Disappear-
ances (A/RES/65/209)
5 September International Day of Charity (A/RES/67/105) 
8 September International Literacy Day [UNESCO] (14 C/Resolu-
tion 1.441)
12 September United Nations Day for South-South Cooperation 
(A/RES/58/220)
15 September International Day of Democracy (A/RES/62/7) 
16 September International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone 
Layer (A/RES/49/114)
21 September International Day of Peace (A/RES/36/67) (A/
RES/55/282)
26 September International Day for the Total Elimination of 
Nuclear Weapons (A/RES/68/32)
27 September World Tourism Day
29 September (last Thursday of September) World Maritime Day 
(IMCO/C XXXVIII/21)
1 October International Day of Older Persons (A/RES/45/106)
2 October International Day of Non-Violence (A/RES/61/271)
3 October (first Monday in October) World Habitat Day (A/
RES/40/202 A)
5 October World Teachers’ Day [UNESCO] (27 C/INF.7)
9 October World Post Day (UPU/1969/Res.C.11)
10 October World Mental Health Day [WHO]
11 October International Day of the Girl Child (A/RES/66/170)
13 October International Day for Disaster Reduction (A/
RES/64/200) 
5 October International Day of Rural Women (A/RES/62/136)
16 October World Food Day [FAO] (A/RES/35/70)
17 October International Day for the Eradication of Poverty (A/
RES/47/196)
20 October World Statistics Day (A/RES/69/282)
24 October United Nations Day (A/RES/168 (II); A/RES/2782 
(XXVI))
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International Years 2015-2016
2017—International Year of Sustainable Tourism for Development (A/RES/70/193; draft A/C.2/70/L.5)

2016—International Year of Pulses (A/RES/68/231)

2015—International Year of Light and Light-based Technologies (A/RES/68/221) 
2015—International Year of Soils [FAO] (A/RES/68/232)

International Weeks
1–7 February (first week of February) World Interfaith Harmony Week (A/RES/65/5) 

21–27 March Week of Solidarity with the Peoples Struggling against Racism and Racial Discrimination (A/RES/34/24)

19–23 April Global Soil Week

24–30 April World Immunization Week [WHO]

4–10 May 2015 UN Global Road Safety Week [WHO]

25–31 May Week of Solidarity with the Peoples of Non-Self-Governing Territories (A/RES/54/91)

August 1–7 August World Breastfeeding Week [WHO]

4–10 October World Space Week (A/RES/54/68)

24–30 October Disarmament Week (A/RES/S-10/2 (p. 102))

9–15 November (the week in which 11 November falls) International Week of Science and Peace (A/RES/43/61)

International Decades commencing 2006-2016
2016–2025 United Nations Decade of Action on Nutrition (A/RES/70/259, draft A/70/L.42)

2015–2024 International Decade for People of African Descent (A/RES/68/237)

2014–2024 United Nations Decade of Sustainable Energy for All (A/RES/67/215)

2011–2020 Third International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism (A/RES/65/119) 
United Nations Decade on Biodiversity (A/RES/65/161) 
Decade of Action for Road Safety (A/RES/64/255)

2010–2020 United Nations Decade for Deserts and the Fight against Desertification (A/RES/62/195)

2008–2017 Second United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (A/RES/62/205)

2006–2016 Decade of Recovery and Sustainable Development of the Affected Regions (third decade after the 
Chernobyl disaster) (A/RES/62/9)

2005–2015 International Decade for Action, “Water for Life” (A/RES/58/217)

24 October World Development Information Day (A/RES/3038 
(XXVII))
27 October World Day for Audiovisual Heritage (UNESCO 33/C/Reso-
lution 53)
31 October World Cities Day (A/RES/68/239)
2 November International Day to End Impunity for Crimes against 
Journalists (A/RES/68/163)
5 November World Tsunami Awareness Day (A/RES/70/203)
6 November International Day for Preventing the Exploitation of the 
Environment in War and Armed Conflict (A/RES/56/4)
10 November World Science Day for Peace and Development 
(UNESCO 31 C/Resolution 20)
14 November World Diabetes Day (A/RES/61/225)
16 November International Day for Tolerance (UNESCO 28 C/Resolu-
tion 5.61; A/RES/51/95)
17 November (third Thursday in November)
World Philosophy Day (UNESCO 33 C/Resolution 37)
19 November World Toilet Day (A/RES/67/291) 
20 November Africa Industrialization Day (A/RES/44/237)
20 November Universal Children’s Day (A/RES/836(IX))
20 November (third Sunday in November)
World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims (A/RES/60/5)

21 November World Television Day (A/RES/51/205)
25 November International Day for the Elimination of Violence 
against Women (A/RES/54/134)
29 November International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian 
People (A/RES/32/40B)
1 December World AIDS Day
2 December International Day for the Abolition of Slavery (A/
RES/317(IV))
3 December International Day of Persons with Disabilities (A/
RES/47/3)
5 December International Volunteer Day for Economic and Social 
Development (A/RES/40/212)
5 December World Soil Day (A/RES/68/232)
7 December International Civil Aviation Day [ICAO] (A/RES/51/33)
9 December International Day of Commemoration and Dignity of 
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