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‘The United Nations Association of Australia is the official non-profit, non-
government, membership-based organisation in Australia working on behalf of
the United Nations core body to promote its overall aims and ideals, and equally
seeking to build support for the UN's programs, activities and agencies.’

The Sustainable Development Goals are the blueprint to achieve a better and more sustainable future for all.
They address the global challenges we face, including poverty, inequality, climate change, environmental
degradation, peace and justice.

Our Annual Report highlights the UN’s work to drive the SDGs Decade of Action, climate action, gender
equality, human rights, peace and security and humanitarian assistance, raising awareness in our Community
for the Sustainable Development Goals. Our wonderful Chief Patron Hieu Van Le, Governor of South
Australia, continues to support us in many ways. His call during the Pandemic to check on our progress was
indeed appreciated and admirable.

Our diverse activities began with our Annual UN Day Dinner with the focus on the launch of the National
Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) noting that "Reconciliation and the rights of Indigenous Peoples is central to
the work of the United Nations Association of Australia (UNAA). The SA Division played a pivotal role for the
launch with UNAA Goodwill Ambassador Tanya Hosch supporting the development of the plan, and the artist
Gavin Wanganeen devoting an art piece as a theme throughout the launch. Gavin was our Guest Speaker at
the UNAASA Day Dinner with Pippa Wanganeen delighting our guests with her warmth and professionalism
as MC. Gavin provided insights into his life as an AFL legend and as an artist and philanthropist in support of
Aboriginal Youth.

Our celebration of our UNAASA Day Dinner held at the National Wine Centre was very well attended by our
members and friends, as well as community leaders. The UNAASA Day Dinner is a profitable event and the
only fundraiser for the year, important for our financial stability. We have the continued support of the food
industry who added another dimension to our food offering for our celebration. The fun of the Elder
Conservatorium Jazz Group who entertained us was indeed a highlight of the evening.

It is without a doubt 2020 will be long remembered as a year of challenges brought on by the Covid
Pandemic. Changes were quickly made to how we operated and we transitioned to virtual events where
possible.

Our Climate Change Webinar led by Vice President Annie Ngo was a wonderful success, involving local
experts including Martin Haese, Chair of the Premier’s Climate Change Council, among other South
Australian entities. We were honoured to have Jay Jethwa, member of the World Federation of the United
Nations Associations, UNHCR representative Nai Jit Lam and Kevin Patrini from the United Nations
Development Program as Speakers. It was exciting to have guests Zooming in from Canada, India and New
Zealand. The success of the Webinar was encouraging and we followed with a virtual in school education
program. We worked closely with the National Board with several offerings using technology to our
advantage.

Immanuel Primary School held a virtual presentation collaborating with Executive Director Lachlan Hunter
with the students on the topic of the Sustainable Development Goals. I applaud the work of Committee
Member Delphine De'Salisbury for her collaboration with this program.

Our Vice President Kelly Sharp led Scotch College High School students in presenting a Model United
Nations (Mock Assembly of the UN) featuring our National President Mario D’Elia in developing an
educational video which can be used widely by others in the education sector.

Both were part of broadening our strategic plan to widen our scope and reach, aligning our National
Programs with the United Nations at a local level.

I have been fortunate to work with a supportive team of Committee Members whose skills and dedication
have allowed us to continue our journey of modernisation and professionalism. We have updated our
communications procedures, improving our standard operational procedures when presenting our programs
and events. Unable to meet in person, we quickly transitioned to virtual meetings with support from Vice
President Annie Ngo organising Zoom for our monthly meetings.

It is with thanks to our Secretary Robert Dempsey for his role and commitment in engaging with the Norman
Percy Cole Foundation (NPC), successfully raising the amount donated to our organisation to support our
Youth Programs. The NPC bequest allows us to offer several scholarships to disadvantaged youth to further
their education and contributes to the regional support of the UN Youth Program, allowing country students to
attend the UN Youth State Conference.

We have continued support from the Government for our rent subsidy for our office and hope this will
continue throughout the challenging times ahead. It is noted that, although we have not met at our office as
often as in the past, as pandemic restrictions eased UN Youth have continued to hold meetings and training
sessions there.

We refined and extended our community and institutional collaboration for the South Australian Division and
appointed Lynn Arnold as an Advisor on the SDGs, Robyn Layton as an Advisor on Human Rights, Genevieve
Haese for Community Engagement, and Pippa and Gavin Wanganeen for Indigenous issues. Their
contribution to our programs and events has strengthened our presence in the community and is a great
advantage to our Division.

As we move forward in these difficult times we will face many challenges. I am keen to continue taking a
leading role at the National level, extending our partnerships and collaborations and engaging further with our
community.

A very special thanks and acknowledgement to Juila Dean from the Office of the United
Nations Information Centre for her ongoing advice and keen interest in our progress.

Lidia Moretti, President
South Australian Division
National Board Member
United Nations Association of Australia



GENEVIEVE HAESE - COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT ADVISOR

THE HON REV LYNN ARNOLD AO - SDGs ADVISOR
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Robyn Layton is a former Supreme Court Judge of South Australia.
Currently Justice Layton is an Adjunct Professor at the School of Law,
University of South Australia and is a Judicial Education and Program
Development Consultant. At the international level, Robyn was a
Member and later the Chair of the Committee of Experts on Application
of Conventions of the ILO, Geneva, from 1993 to 2008. She is currently
a consultant for the Asia Development Bank (ADB) on gender issues
such as Legal Literacy for Women in Pakistan and Afghanistan
(developing and delivering training programs for judges and prosecutors
and setting up Gender Based Violence Courts throughout Pakistan);
Strengthening Women’s Resilience to Climate and Disaster Risks in
Mongolia, Lao PDR and Fĳi (undertaking gender assessment of laws and policies, consultations and
delivering national and regional capacity building workshops). Previously she was Team Leader for an
ADB Gender Development Poverty Reduction Project for Women in Kazakhstan, Cambodia and the
Philippines. In addition, Robyn is a consultant for the ILO and delivers training for judges and lawyers on
labour law and human rights standards internationally, as well as at the International Labour Centre in
Turin, Italy.

Prior to her Supreme Court appointment Robyn worked as a barrister and a Queens Counsel across
broad areas of law, many of which intersected with social justice and human rights, such as the rights of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders, children, women and refugees. Robyn still works closely with
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders in many capacities, including as Chair of Justice Reinvestment SA
that works with a community driven Aboriginal group Tiraapindi Wodli at Port Adelaide.

Robyn has received a number of awards as a result of her human rights work: Member of the Order of
Australia (AO) (2012); The South Australian, Australian of the Year (2012); Justice Award Law Society of
South Australia (2013) and Australian Woman Lawyer Award (2016).

Hon Rev Dr Lynn Arnold AO, is currently an assistant priest at St
Peter's Anglican Cathedral and a Reader [Public Theology & Ethics]
at St Barnabas Theological College. Previously, Lynn had senior
leadership roles in World Vision [CEO WV Australia 1997-2003; Reg'l
VP [Asia/Pacific] 2003-2006; International Director of Board
Development & Peer Review, 2006-2008] and Anglicare SA [2008-
2012]. Prior to this involvement in community service organisations,
Lynn served in the South Australian parliament for fifteen years
including over eleven years as a member of Cabinet (with a fifteen
month stint as Premier). He chaired the Dunstan Foundation from
2010-20 and the Public Affairs Commission of the Anglican Church
of Australia from 2014-18. Lynn is a Reconciliation Ambassador for
Reconciliation SA, Goodwill Ambassador for Sustainable

Development Goals for the United Nations Association of Australia, an Australia Day Ambassador and
Justice Advocate for Second Chances. Lynn is married to Elaine; they have five children and, at most
recent count, seven grandchildren.

Genevieve was born and raised in Singapore to Eurasian parents. Her
early years were largely influenced by her parents and her father’s
library. Inspired by the potential to positively influence people to action
through storytelling and imagery, she moved to Los Angeles where she
obtained a Bachelor of Arts (with Honours) in Communication.
Genevieve moved to London in 1986 where she lived and worked in the
advertising industry for ten years.

In 2000 her father passed away at age 59, so Genevieve moved back to
Singapore to be with her family. She was very close to her father and
his death led her on a more spiritual journey, a world away from the
world of advertising.

Genevieve’s passion for helping others saw her join the Board of the Home Nursing Foundation in
Singapore and develop a number of holistic healing retreats across Asia. Genevieve is the founder and
owner of the holistic healing arts portal ‘Breathing Space Inc’, a healing arts portal designed to promote
the healing arts to corporate executives globally.

Genevieve first met Martin Haese in 2000 at a Global Entrepreneur’s Organisation event and they were
married in Melbourne in January 2010 before moving to Adelaide, South Australia.

THE HON DR ROBYN LAYTON AO QC - HUMAN RIGHTS ADVISOR
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support community engagement undertaken to achieve the goals and ideals
of our mission.



After completing Bachelor degrees in Arts and Law, Pippa relocated to
South Africa where she worked on a suite of projects including a national
children’s music and dance competition with a focus on driving social
change. Pippa volunteered with a number of aid organisations in the
South African townships, worked as a model and assisted with the
successful rollout of a major Australian retail brand. Returning to Australia
with a great commitment to philanthropic causes, Pippa is currently an
Ambassador for Foodbank SA among other organisations. She is
Managing Director of Gavin Wanganeen Art, collaborates with a number
of local and international charities, fashion and lifestyle brands via her
instagram account @pippawanganeen and is mother to four little girls,
who she shares with her husband Gavin Wanganeen.

PIPPAWANGANEEN - INDIGENOUS ADVISOR

GAVIN WANGANEEN - INDIGENOUS ADVISOR

Gavin Wanganeen is an Australian Football League (AFL) legend,
acclaimed contemporary Indigenous artist and Aboriginal activist. Gavin’s
AFL career spanned 300 senior games at the Essendon and Port Adelaide
Football Clubs, earning him countless accolades, including the dedication
of a grandstand at Adelaide Oval in 2015, in recognition of his outstanding
contribution to the game. He was the first Indigenous player to win a
Brownlow Medal at the age of 20, and the first Indigenous player to reach
300 AFL games. Having retired from the AFL over a decade ago, he
continues to inspire and break new ground through his work as a
contemporary Indigenous artist, is the first Aboriginal past player to be
elected onto the board of an AFL club, and is committed to improving the
lives of Aboriginal people.
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In 2019/20, UNAASA DivIsion successfully
organised and executed numerous events and
commemorations which aligned with both the
SDGs as well as the United Nations calendar.

A YEAR IN

The meeting was opened by Kelly Sharp, as Chair, who welcomed all
members. Ned Feary, President of UN Youth, gave the
Acknowledgement of Country.

As guest speaker, Ned then gave a presentation on UN Youth and
explained the work they do. He outlined the differences between the
UN Youth and the UNAA and explained how each organisation is
uniquely placed to specialise in their work. Lidia Moretti, President of
UNAASA, further outlined the relationship between the two
organisations and thanked Ned for his work over the past year.

Lidia then spoke about her President’s Report for the year, noting that
it can be found online, and gave a summary of the past year’s events for UNAASA. Lidia explained the
work of the UNAASA, its relationship between the state and national organisations, as well as its
relationship with external organisations.

Brendon Skates then presented his Treasurer’s Report, explaining this year’s balance sheet. He noted
that fundraising was lower than in previous years, and further explained there was a loss this year since
the grant for the peace bottle had to be returned.

The election of the committee then took place in accordance with the constitution.

Thank you to Ben Sharp for providing the venue for the AGM at Career Employment Group, 97 Pirie
Street, Adelaide.

This year’s UNAASA Annual General Meeting was held on Sunday 22nd
September at 3 pm at Career Employment Group, 97 Pirie Street, Adelaide.

AG
M

SEPTEMBER 2020 #UNAASA #SDG17

Report by Kelly Sharp
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UN Youth SA is South Australia’s largest youth-led organisation. We aim to
educate and empower young people on global issues and, like UNAASA, work
to foster an understanding of the work of the United Nations, human rights and
international relations.
To this end, we run a range of educational programs and activities for middle and high school age
students, including residential conferences, model United Nations debate, day summits, global problem-
solving competitions and (on a national level) international study tours.

Against all odds, UN Youth SA has had an enormously successful 2020. While, naturally, COVID-19 has a
dramatic impact on our operations as an event-based organisation, we were effectively able to adapt
and pivot our efforts to ensure our continued growth, sustainability and meaningful engagement with
young South Australians.

We were fortunate to squeeze in our beloved flagship State Conference just before restrictions were put
in place in March, and students, teachers and volunteers alike have remarked that this year’s conference
was the best yet! The three-day residential event brought together an inspiring group of students in
Years10-2 from across SA to explore the theme ‘Youth Activism in the 21st Century’. Through a series of
workshops, model UN debates, an excellent speakers’ panel and social activities, participants learned
about how young people have and can meaningfully participate in democracy and engage in the world
around them.

During lockdown, we embraced the virtual event space and ran our second ever Crisis Point online. This
day-long simulation put students in the shoes of key stakeholders facing an imaginary global crisis and
asked them to come up with solutions in the face of continuing escalation. Zoom proved to be the
perfect platform for this interactive problem solving activity and some students were even inspired to
start their own international crisis simulation clubs at school!

MEMORIAL SERVICE PEAC
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S
EVEN

T

We are currently in the midst of running the SA round of Evatt, Australia’s most prestigious Model United
Nations competition. Evatt participants work in teams of two to represent a UN Security Council member
state to amend and pass a resolution. This diplomacy competition develops speaking, negotiation,
research and teamwork skills, all of which have been demonstrated to an impressive extent in the
preliminary rounds. The Semi and Grand Finals are sure to make for exciting debate and the top three
teams who will be invited to attend the Evatt National Finals are bound for great success.

UN Youth SA will round up 2020 with two last events. Registrations are currently open for Voice - a
public speaking competition where students in Years 7-10 are able to pitch their creative solutions to the
world’s biggest problems (think Shark Tank, but for saving the world). In November, we will also be
running a day summit on Corporate Social Responsibility, where students will participate in workshops
teaching them all about the impact that corporations make on the world, and how their ethical behaviour
impacts us as consumers.

Finally, we are very excited to have launched a brand new program. The Student Ambassadors Program
provides a unique opportunity for South Australian students to develop key leadership, teamwork and
communication skills. Our fantastic Student Ambassadors represent UN Youth SA in their schools and
act as a point of contact for their peers. Over 50 students are already involved in the program and we’re
so excited to watch its continued growth in 2021.

SEPTEMBER2020 #UNAASA#SDG16 #SDG17
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Report by Jo Barry-Murphy

On Sunday 15 September, 2019, UNAASA representatives attended a Memorial
Service at the Memorial Precinct, Adelaide to mark Peacekeepers Day. A day
which commemorates the significant contribution made ‘in the service of peace’ by
over 80,000 Australian peacekeepers – military, police and civilian – to more than
60 United Nations and other international peacekeeping missions since 1947.



Once guests were seated the evening commenced
with Rosemary Wanganeen giving a special Welcome
to the Country message. Our MC, Pippa Wanganeen,
acknowledged all special guests and introduced a
short video on the UN Sustainable Development Goals.
The Hon Rev Dr Lynn Arnold took to the stage and
spoke passionately about the relevance and
importance of these goals.

Next the Executive Director of the UNAA, Lachlan
Hunter, delivered this year’s UN Day message. Lachlan also had the special task of launching the
UNAA’s National Reconciliation Action Plan which will provide a vital framework of support for our
indigenous people.

We all chatted and enjoyed a wonderful dinner while talented guitarist and singer, Sean Robinson,
entertained us. Guests could also treat themselves to a henna tattoo or caricature portrait by local
artists during the night.

Pippa then had the unusual but pleasurable task of introducing her husband Gavin, our keynote
speaker. Gavin spoke from the heart and guests were all mesmerised as we listened to him talk about
his rise to AFL football fame from humble beginnings in Adelaide’s northern suburb of Salisbury. He
spoke about the pressure of transitioning to retirement from football where he was ‘lost in the
wilderness’ for a period of time before finding his passion in art and philanthropy.

Our President, Lidia Moretti, thanked guests for coming and the many people who helped put the
evening together. Lidia gave particular mention to Gavin and Pippa Wanganeen for their support and
announced they will be involved in exciting future plans with UNAASA. Lidia explained that Gavin is
passionate about furthering indigenous empowerment and the University of SA started a foundation in
Gavin’s name which allows indigenous children to apply for scholarships to further their study. Lidia
also thanked Lachlan Hunter for
coming and launching the UN
Reconciliation Plan in SA. Lastly,
thanks went to distinguished
guests, musicians, artists and
many members of South
Australia’s food community,
including Foodbank (SA), for their
generous support.

Our fantastic evening of
celebration concluded with guests
devouring their delicious dessert
and the drawing of raffle and
silent auction prizes.

Guests mingled in the foyer where
pre-dinner drinks and a delicious
assortment of canapés were served.
Conversation was happily interrupted
by the delightful sounds of the Elder
Conservatorium’s Flash Mob jazz
musicians lively performance.
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This year’s UNDay celebration dinnerwas held at theNationalWine
Centre’s beautiful HickinbothamHall on Sunday 13th October.

OCTOBER 2019 #UNAASA #SDG4 #SDG10, #SDG16, #SDG17

Report by Tania Poala



“The right to
education is a
fundamental
principle.”
Baroness Valerie Amos,
Undersecretary-General
for Humanitarian Affairs
and Emergency Relief
Coordinator, United

Nations

Each year theUNAASADivision presents Encouragement
Awards to outstanding graduates of TAFESA ‘s
Commercial Cookery, Hospitality, TourismandPatisserie
students.
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NOVEMBER2019 #UNAASA#SDG16
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Dear UNAASA,

I am emailing you today to thank you so very much for the $500

scholarship award I won at the end of last year, through TAFE SA.

The overwhelming donation was so generous and I will forever be grateful.

I was originally studying Advanced Diploma, when the scholarship was

prized to me, this changed at the start of this year. I had a job offer at

Penfolds Magill Estate in Events. I was going to end my studies at Cert 4

and take on my dream job but the $500 pushed me to finish my Diploma.

This was the best decision I have ever made and I have UNAASA to thank

for this. Without your generous donation this never would have happened.

You have inspired me to continue onto bigger and better things in the

hospitality industry and I will never forget this amazing award.

Thank you so very much.

Please stay safe in this uncertain time and hope to see you again at our

next graduation.

Kind Regards, Hannah Palmer

Each year the Governor who is our Patron takes time to thank the SA Community for their dedication and
passion in promoting harmony and peace-values held by the UN and UNAASA.

The committee members had a wonderful day being entertained by the Army Band and enjoying canapes
and champagne under blue skies before listening to the Govenor talk about his journey to Australia and his
appreciation for all that welcomed him openly. The committee members then wandered down to the
beautiful weeping cherry tree they planted earlier in the year which is thriving on the Government House
grounds. The Governor and Mrs Le are truly wonderful ambassadors for South Australia.

UNAASA was invited to attend the Government House Volunteers Day
Celebration on Wednesday 7th November.

NOVEMBER2019 #UNAASA#SDG4#education
ED
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N Report by Delphine De’Salisbury



More than 100 floats and 200 multicultural
communities and societies were involved
showcasing traditional music, costumes and
dance. Our members carried the UN flags proudly
in support of the UNAASA and had a wonderful
time engaging with the large crowds along the
way. When the parade was finished all those who
attended had the opportunity to enjoy a concert
by Aboriginal Australian Band ‘Electric Fields’ and
fireworks along the banks of the Torrens River.

It was a moving, positive event; one which allowed us all to proudly celebrate Australia’s Indigenous
People as well as the many other various cultures and communities that now proudly call Australia their
home. It was an experience we look forward to repeating next year.

Motivated by the prospect of a
better life, Thilini migrated to
Australia from Sri Lanka in
2014.

Migration is driven by a
number of circumstances and

drivers which differs for each individual and family. This can range
from refugees who seek refuge, students who seek greater
opportunities with education and employment, and people
seeking to reunite their families. In Thilini’s case, economic
reasons and opportunities drove her decision to migrate. Thilini
applied herself in her new country and sought to involve herself in
the community, including in a variety of volunteering roles.
Seeking employment, however, was not an easy task and by 2016
she had applied for over 169 applications for full-time work.

Her lived experience and background as a volunteer provided an
invaluable basis for a reference by those who knew and worked
with her. Thilini was initially employed by the State Department of
Treasury and Finance in a role that involved working with local
community on social/gender equality and diversity matters. She is
currently working as the Finance and Data Manager at Adelaide
Botanic High School.

Overall, Thilini’s experiences highlighted Australia as a country of
equal opportunity. Thilini recently passed her Australian
citizenship test with flying colours and is looking forward to the
official ceremony for citizenship in 2020. The UNAASA Committee
congratulates Thilini on her achievement and Australian
citizenship!

“Our future rests on
solidarity. We must
repair broken trust.
We must reinvigorate
our multilateral

project. And we must
uphold dignity for
one and for all.”

António Guterres
UN -General Secretary

Presentation by Thilini Wĳesekara to UNAASA
Committee on the Experience of Migration to
Australia, 10 December 2019
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JANUARY2020 #UNAASA#SDG16 #SDG17

On the 26th of January 2020, the United Nations Association of Australia - South
Australia Division participated in the Annual South Australian, Australia Day parade.
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Report by Annie Ngo Report by Rosalie Cocchiaro



The International Women’s Day (IWD)
Breakfast held at the Adelaide Convention
Centre on Friday 6th March was another
must-attend event this year with tickets
selling out in hours of release. The Adelaide
breakfast continued its long-running history
as the largest IWD event in Australia and

the largest annual women’s event in the Adelaide calendar. The event was attended by over 2,500 and
also live streamed online and in regional centres in South Australia. Established in Adelaide in 1993, the
event has tremendous support from the Adelaide community including leaders from the political,
academic, government and business spheres, and this year raised over $60,000, which was donated to
UN Women Australia.

The room was buzzing when Rosemary Wanganeen provided the Welcome to Country. Sonya Feldhoff
from ABC Radio Adelaide commenced proceedings as the MC. Senator the Honourable Penny Wong,
Leader of the Opposition of the Senate, a long term supporter of IWD in Adelaide, inspirational leader
and role model for Australian women and the migrant population was the gracious host for the event and
introduced Elizabeth Broderick AO as the 2020 special guest speaker.

Elizabeth Broderick is a powerful voice and leader in gender inequality in Australia and beyond. She is
Australia’s longest serving Sex Discrimination Commissioner and established and convenes the globally
recognised ‘Male Champions of Change’, a strategy that enlists men as agents of change. In 2017
Elizabeth was appointed by the United Nations in Geneva as a Special Mandate Holder and Independent
Expert on Discrimination against Women.

Elizabeth began her presentation with a recognition of South Australia’s proud history as a leader in
protecting women’s rights. She highlighted the experiences of her career which has brought her varied
experiences around the world including from remote communities to company boardrooms, to
parliaments, to schools, to the World Bank and to the UN. She shared her own self-doubt to fulfil her role
but how she has learnt so much by listening to the stories and experiences of women, learning from their
wisdom and their resilience.

Elizabeth implored us to question why in 2020, does gender inequality, hardship, exclusion and stigma
persist across the world? She called us to action, noting 1995 as a high point internationally for making
commitments to women’s rights. She noted much progress had been made in some areas yet in some
areas we have regressed. She finished her address about the future we want for the next generation of
women and an uplifting story from a man who was including gender empowerment as a topic in his radio

show in Afghanistan.

The event was an outstanding opportunity for men and women to celebrate and recognise women’s
progress and achievements and re-dedicate our collective efforts to gender equality.

The Adelaide IWD Breakfast would have not been possible without hard work from a volunteer
committee chaired by Ann Morgan and committee members including Lidia Moretti SA President of
the UNAASA; assistance from the Hon Penny Wong’s office and a group of dedicated volunteers.
Special mention also to UNAASA Committee members, Rosalie Cocchiaro, Delphine De’Salisbury,
Thilini Wĳesekara and Annie Ngo for setting up and staffing a UNAASA information table.
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The International Women’s Day
(IWD) Breakfast held at the
Adelaide Convention Centre on
Friday 6th March.

MARCH2020 #UNAASA#SDG5

Report by Rosalie Cocchiaro



“The United Nations Association of Australia (UNAA) does a lot of work to promote the SDGs, through
our SA team and across Australia, and some of the most passionate and engaged students are younger
people.” Lachlan Hunter, National Executive Director United Nations Association of Australia.

The students at Immanuel Primary School were keen to learn from Lachlan Hunter and have the
opportunity to dig deep into understanding his passions, strengths, empathy, expertise and curiosity to
take action and make a difference through his work with the United Nations Association of Australia. It
was a most inspirational, informative and meaningful session!

Zooming with Passion was an insightful way to share stories in a way that helped students learn and
gather information to support them in their inquiry into the International Baccalaureate Primary Years
Program, Central Idea: Global citizens use their talents, interests and empathy to make a positive
difference. It helped the students understand that taking action starts with interests and passions, and
quite possibly develops out of empathy!
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In 2020, the United
Nations turns 75. UN75
aims to build a global
vision for the year
2045, the UN's
centenary; to increase
understanding of the
threats to that future;
and to drive collective
action to realise that
vision.

António Guterres

MAY2020 #UNAASA#education #SDG4

Report Delphine De’Salisbury & Katherine Baird
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UN SECRETARY-GENERAL

On Monday 11th
May, a group of Year
Six Immanuel
Primary School
Students were
fortunate enough to
engage in a Zoom
conference with
Lachlan Hunter.



The delegates included those from South Australia and the Pacific Islands (former Lord Mayor of
Adelaide, Martin Haese and current CEO of Business SA and Chair of the SA Premiers Climate Change
Council); John O’Brien (former member of the PCCC); Sandy Pitcher (former Chief Executive of the SA
Environment Department); Michelle English (former Director in the SA Environment Department and
current Associate Director Sustainability at Adelaide City Council) and Kevin Petrini (Climate Adviser for
UNDP based in Fĳi). The panel session was moderated by UNAASA Vice President Annie Ngo (former
adviser to SA Government) who also attended the Paris climate conference as a delegate.

The event was held in collaboration with UN Youth, in partnership with the United Nations Information
Centre as our event partner and with special guests Jay Jethwa from the World Federation of the United
Nations Associations (WFUNA) and Nai Jit Lam from the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) speaking on behalf of UNIC. The event was a great success with 100 participants
highlighting the significance of the Paris CoP and world leading, partnership approach by South Australia
to the climate change agenda.

The event began with opening remarks from Lidia Moretti, President of UNAASA. Lidia introduced Jay
Jethwa, the Australian representative elected to the Executive Committee of WFUNA who has been
involved in the UN System for more than 20 years, who stated: “At the World Federation of United
Nations Association or WFUNA, we work to strengthen the United Nations by representing and

JUNE2020 #UNAASA#climateaction #SDG3 #SDG7#SDG11 #SDG13 #SDG17

Martin HaeseKevin PetriniJay Jethwa Nai Jit Lam Sandy Pitcher

coordinating a membership of over 100 United Nations associations around the world. We are guided by
a vision of ‘global citizens for a stronger UN’. Climate change is a complex challenge that humanity is
struggling to address. It’s an intergenerational issue that has profound social, environmental and
economic impacts and that touches upon many of the SDGs to transform our world (3- Good Health and
Well-being, 7 Affordable and Clean Energy, 11 Sustainable Cities and Communities, 13 Climate Action,
17 Partnerships to achieve the goal). I can think of few topics where the need to act globally should act
as an underpinning theme to our mindset and actions.”

The event concluded with some inspirational closing remarks by special guest Nai Jit Lam, UNHCR on
behalf of UNIC:

“Today on the eve of World Environment Day, it was great to hear from delegates from South Australia and a
delegate from the Pacific about the landmark global accord that was struck at the Paris Conference five years
ago, where to next with the climate agenda and why conversations about the future we want are as important
as ever.

I took much inspiration from your experiences and insights about the role of local government and state
government in leading and responding to climate change. It is great to hear how businesses are now
responding to climate risk and impacts – rising to the technological and innovation challenge. Finally the impact
on low lying nations in the Pacific puts this challenge into perspective – climate and the development of
humanity are one and the same thing – and we all need to act for nature and for the future generations.

We have learned that to address global issues such as climate change we need to see the world come together
with a strong sense of global solidarity and a collective commitment towards international cooperation as well
as the inclusion of all sectors of society. Whether it is policy, innovation, resources or technical expertise,
everyone can contribute towards climate action. What happened in Paris five years ago shows that this
collaboration is possible and we must act for the betterment of our future.”
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In Conversation with Delegates of UNFCCC Paris Climate Conference
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Report by Annie Ngo

On 4th June 2020, a virtual panel conversation was held by
zoom with delegates of the 21st meeting of the Conference
of Parties (CoP) in Paris under the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).



Whilst UN Youth have successfully facilitated Model United Nations events for selected students across the
state, Scotch College Adelaide, in partnership with UNAASA, have embedded a Model United Nations event
into mandatory Year 9 curriculum as part of a program called 9@Scotch. The goal of the program at Scotch is
for students to learn that global relationships and diplomatic relations are essential to solving global issues.
Collaboration and compromise must be demonstrated to make sure that everyone’s voice is heard.

The focus of the Model UN that was facilitated this year reflected that of the postponed COP25; Climate
Change. Students were required to research the position of an allocated country – a member state – in
relation to climate change and understand the relationships that their state has with other countries that are
impacted by climate change in different ways. Some of the topics discussed included rising water levels
endangering island nations, the world’s reliance on oil and coal fired power stations, developed nations taking
on the financial burden associated with climate change, and climate change creating a new kind of ‘climate
refugee’.

Students voted down a Resolution proposed by Kirabati, which was intentionally provocative, sparking
debate between vulnerable island nations and states that rely heavily on mass oil distribution in particular.
Countries proposed a range of amendments to this resolution but unfortunately, the revised resolution was
not passed by the COP. Nevertheless, students enjoyed the experience and their knowledge of the United
Nations and the global decision making process has certainly improved as a result of their participation in this
activity.

The process was captured in a video that is available on the UNAASA website and facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/unaasa/videos/592330248317311
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AUGUST 2020 #UNAASA#education #SDG4

On 25 September 2015, at the United Nations Headquarters in New York, 193 world
leaders committed to the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (or Global Goals). These
are a series of ambitious objectives and targets to end extreme poverty and hunger, fight
inequality and injustice, and tackle climate change, by 2030. Achievement of the SDGs is
one of the UN’s highest priorities. As such, the UNAA is deeply committed to the
education, inspiration and engagement of Australians around the SDGs and has a clear
mandate to increase the Australian support needed to help create a safer, fairer and more
sustainable world.

THE UNAAAND THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS
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Report by Kelly Sharp

The Model United Nations program is an important structure through
which young people are taught about the SDGs and have the
opportunity to debate real world issues in an authentic context.

https://www.facebook.com/unaasa/videos/592330248317311


This event to coincide with #WorldHumanitarianDay was
made possible through generous donations of our partners.
Foodbank donated the produce, CEG the use of
commercial cooking facilities in Pirie St Adelaide, the Slow
Food Chef's Alliance provided the expertise with the menu
and preparation of meals. With direction from esteemed
chefs Cheong Liew, Salvatore Pepe, Rosa Matto and Mark
McNamara, volunteers from the UNAASA and Slow Food
Committees in two large separate commercial kitchens
assisted to prepare 150 meals.

In addition to addressing many of the United Nation’s
sustainable development goals including reduced inequalities, responsible consumption and
production and partnerships for the goals, this event is an important one in UNAASA’s calendar as it
involves directly working to help the community, strengthening our community ties as well as
contributing to the work of Foodbank to fight hunger by providing food to those in need. Special
thanks to chefs Cheong Liew, Salvatore Pepe, Rosa Matto and Mark McNamara for donating their
time and expertise on the day and to Ben Sharp leader of the Chefs Alliance. #zerohunger
#worldfoodday #sharehumanity

AUGUST 2020 #UNAASA#zerohunger #worldfoodday #sharehumanity #SDG2 #SDG3 #SDG12 #SDG16
W
O
R
LD

H
U
M
AN
IA
TI
R
AN

D
AY

26 | UNAA SOUTH AUSTRALIA DIVISION ANNUAL REPORT 2019/2020 UNAA SOUTH AUSTRALIA DIVISION ANNUAL REPORT 2019/2020 | 27

Report by Annie Ngo

On 22 August 2020, UNAASA in collaboration with
Foodbank, Career Employment Group (CEG) and Slow Food
South Australia were pleased to meet up to prepare meals
to donate to Foodbank for those in need in these pandemic
times.
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United Nations
Association
of Australia
SA Division

UNAA SA PATRONS

> Chief Patron: His Excellency theHonourable
Hieu VanLe AC, Governor of South Australia.

> Professor Brenda Wilson AM.
Lieutenant Governor of South Australia

> Sister Patricia Pak Poy

> President: LidiaMoretti
> Vice Presidents: Annie Ngo, Kelly Sharp
> Secretary: Robert Dempsey
> Treasurer: BrendonSkates

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

> Dr Sing Ping Ting
> Rosalie Cocchiaro
> Tania Paola
> Thilini Wĳesekara
> Delphine DeʼSalisbury
> Justyna Jochym
> Mathew Brittingham

UN YOUTH:

> Ned Feary
> Jo Barry-Murphy

CORPORATE MEMBERS:

> The Hawke Centre
> The MigrantResource Centre

> Public officer: BrendonSkates

UNAA SA ADVISORS:

> Human Rights Advisor:

The Hon Dr Robyn Layton AO QC
> SDGs Advisor:

The Hon Rev Lynn Arnold AO

> Community Engagement Advisor:

Genevieve Haese
> Indigenous Advisors:

Pippa andGavinWanganeen
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United Nations Association of Australia
South Australian Division
57/81 Carrington Street

Adelaide, South Australia, 5000
sa@unaa.org.au / www.unaasouthaustralia.org.au

Support and donate at unaasouthaustralia.org.au
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