Planet 3 Digest

UNITED NATIONS

ASSOCIATION
AUSTRALIA
South Australia

CONTENTS

UNAASA Newsletter 46 October 2016

Planet 3

OF

Digest

COMING EVENTS

UN Day Dinner 1&12
UNAA AGM

Major General Michael Smith
New Format for the Newsletter
November Discussion Evening

Amorelle Dempster

UN DAY DINNER
Sunday 13 November
The National Wine Centre at 6.30 pm sharp
With Amorelle Dempster (Slow Food),
Sonia Feldhoff and Golenka. Tickets $85 at
https://www.trybooking.com/232638
See page 12

Sonya Feldhoff / Golonka
Golonka Band

Adelaide a UNESCO City of Music
Look who made the Top UN Job
UN Peacekeepers’ Service
Safeground

Dinner notice
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12

DISCUSSION EVENING Tuesday 15
November, 5.30pm at 57/81 Carrington
Street.

Dr. Amanda Ruler will tell us about the
Medical Association for the Prevention of
War (MAPW). See Page 3

UN Day Dinner Guest Speaker —
Amorelle Dempster
Traditionaly the SA Division celebrates
UN Day (24th October) with a special
dinner at the
National
Wine Centre.
In keeping
with 2016
being the
International
Year of Pulses
Amorelle
Dempster has
been invited
to be the
guest speaker at our UN Day Dinner to
be held at the National Wine Centre on
13th November.

UNAA Annual General Meeting

At the United Nations Association of
Australia annual general meeting held in
Melbourne 4th September this year Ma-
jor General (Retired) Michael Smith AO
was elected as the new national presi-
dent of the national association. Mi-
chael Smith’s career involved in many
significant UN peace building opera-
tions.

South Australian Division president Lidia
was elected as a national vice president.
Michael Smith will be a guest at our UN
Day Dinner this November where mem-
bers and friends will be able to meet him
and welcome him to our state.
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Major General (ret’d) Michael G Smith AO
UNAA National President

Michael Smith is the National President of the
United Nations Association of Australia. He is a
Visiting Fellow at the Asia-Pacific College of
Diplomacy at the Australian National Universi-
ty, and a former Adjunct Professor at the Key
Centre for Ethics, Governance, Law and Justice
at Griffith University. Michael consults on
peace and security issues and maintains a
strong commitment to human rights. He has
had a long association with the United Nations,
including field experience in Cambodia, Kash-
mir, Libya, Myanmar, Nepal, Timor-Leste, and
Yemen.

From 2008-2011, Michael was the founding
Executive Director of the Australian Civil-
Military Centre, a multi-agency organisation
established by the Australian Government in
2008 to support the development of national
civil-military capabilities to prevent, prepare
for, and respond more effectively to conflicts
and disasters overseas. The Centre worked
particularly closely with the United Nations,
and contributed to Australia’s successful bid
for a non-permanent seat on the Security
Council.

From 2002-2008, Michael was CEO of Austcare
(now Action Aid Australia), an international
humanitarian and development agency com-
mitted to supporting under-privileged commu-
nities, including refugees and internally dis-
placed persons affected by conflict, explosive
remnants of war, violence and natural disaster.
Under his leadership, Austcare significantly
increased its funding and pio-

neered a ‘protection of civilians’

program with UN humanitarian

agencies.

Major General Smith served for
34 years as an Army Officer in the
Australian Defence Force. He
graduated with the ‘sword of
honour’ from the Royal Military
College, Duntroon, in 1971, and
had a distinguished military ca-
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reer as an infantry officer. He was a member of
the Defence Organisation’s Strategic Review
writing team in 1993, served as Australia’s De-
fence Adviser to the Kingdom of Cambodia in
1994, and throughout 1999 was Director-
General for East Timor. He was appointed as
the Deputy Force Commander of the United
Nations Transitional Administration in East
Timor (UNTAET) in 2000-2001, in recognition
for which he was promoted from a Member to
an Officer in the Order of Australia.

Michael has been active in international fora
on issues relating to international security
including security sector reform; peacekeeping
and complex peace operations; R2P and the
protection of civilians; ceasefire and arms mon-
itoring; human security; and disaster relief.
R2P, the Responsibility to Protect is a
global political commitment, endorsed by
all states of the United Nations at the 2005
World Summit to prevent genocide, war
crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes
against humanity. He has published articles
and chapters on these issues, including a book
Peacekeeping in East Timor: the Path to Independ-
ence (Lynne Rienner, London and Boulder, 2004).

Michael holds a Masters degree in Internation-
al Relations from the Australian National Uni-
versity, a Bachelor of Arts in History from the
University of New South Wales, and is a Fellow
of the Australian College of Defence and Stra-
tegic Studies. He is a graduate of the Cranlana
leadership programme, and the Company
Directors Course at the University
of New England.

Michael is married to Margaret
Bain-Smith. They live in Sydney,
Australia, and have three adult
sons. Golf is their passion, and
Michael’s downfall!

Michael Smith was elected as
National President of the UNAA
in September 2016.
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New Format for the UNAA SA Newsletter

As previously the UNAA SA Newsletter, Planet Three Digest, continues to be
available on the Internet as well as in hard copy. Recently the format has been
changed from A4 to A5 to make for a more compact presentation; however, the
same number of pages has still been retained.

Incidentally, the name Planet Three Digest was chosen based on the notion that if
we continued to use earth’s resources the way we are we would need three planet
earths to sustain our life style.

In future the newsletter in hard copy is only going to be available to those who al-
ready receive it that way. Recent changes to postal charges have forced most not-
for-profit organizations to make this decision.

Our newsletter content focuses on local news and events, key UN programs such as
the sustainable development goals (SDGs). Some of the many UN days receive
special attention as do the international years. There is also an attempt to reflect
on issues that have a UN context, such as the Rights of the Child and issues around
child protection. UN conventions set the standards of behaviour nations should
aspire to in many areas such human rights, civil and political rights and in the way
Indigenous people are treated.

Members and readers are invited to offer their comments on content, format and
availability of the UNAA SA Newsletter. Email us at office@unaasa.org.au

NOVEMBER DISCUSSION EVENING
Tuesday 15 November 2016, 5.30 to 7.00 pm
At the UNAA(SA) Office 57/81 Carrington Street, Adelaide
Our speaker will be:

Dr. Amanda Ruler, National Vice-President of MAPW, and
Coordinator, South Australian Branch.

Founded in 1981, the Medical Association
Amanda has long term interests in for Prevention of War (Australia) is a pro-
global sustainability, peace promotion,  fessional not-for-profit organisation that
justice, human rights and the impact of  works to promote peace and disarmament.

war. She comes from an academic MAPW aims to reduce the physical and
background in biology, psychology, psychological impact, as well as environ-
and nursing and has worked in many mental effect of wars throughout the world.
practice settings, specialising in geron-  MAPW has branches in every State and
tological and palliative care. Territory in Australia.
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AMORELLE DEMPSTER, SLOW FOOD AUSTRALIA —
ITS ALL WE COULD WANT FROM FOOD

Slow Food was founded by Carlo Petrini in Italy in 1986 to resist the opening of aMcDon-
ad's near the Spanish Stepsin Rome. At its heart the movement aims to promote local foods
and traditional gastronomy and food production. Conversely this means an opposition to fast
food, industrial food production and globalisation. Slow Food envisions aworld in which all
people can access and enjoy food that is good for them, good for those who grow it and good
for the planet.

Amorelle Dempster with two of her kitchen assistants

Their approach is based on a concept of food that is defined by three interconnected princi-
ples: good, clean and fair.

. GOOD: qudlity, flavoursome and healthy food

. CLEAN: production that does not harm the environment
. FAIR: accessible prices for consumers and fair conditions and pay for producers

It'sredly al we could want from food isn’t it?

The food production and consumption systems most common today are harmful to
the earth, to its ecosystems and to the peoples that inhabit it.

Taste, biodiversity, the health of humans and animals, well-being and nature are
coming under continuous attack. This jeopardizes the very urge to eat and produce
food as gastronomes and exercise the right to pleasure without harming the existence
of others or the environmental equilibria of the planet we live on.
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Sonya Feldhoff

Sonya Feldhoff (ABC Adelaide)

She started as a cadet journalist in the news-
room at FIVE aain 1990, becoming a graded
journalist ayear later. Sonya's roles covered
many different areas, including court and
parliament reporting and more than 3 years
presenting breakfast news. Late in 1993, she

Golonka - Wild

branched into a new area, taking the co-host's
chair on the FI\VEaa breakfast shift alongside
radio veteran Ken Dickin. Soon &fter, the pair
was moved to the Morning show, amix of
current affairs, magazine-style stories, regu-
lars and fun. "Ken and Sonya" was a success-
ful partnership that lasted five years and two
radio stations, the show moving to the old
5DN in 1997. After 18 months presenting her
own Morning show on 5DN, Sonya returned
to the newsroom, preparing and presenting
news on the old 5AD-FM, now Mix102.3. In
late 2007, she saw the light and headed to
Aunty, to join Matt and Dave's team as a pro-
ducer. After two years producing mornings,
Sonya was made the new 891 Drive presenter
for 2010 and continued till the end of 2011. In
2012, she was given the opportunity to launch
anew afternoon program which she currently
enjoys each weekday between 1:00pm and
4:00pm.

The group isnoted for play-

ing gypsy tunes and the folk

Gypsy Heart

Golonka— five accomplished
musicians — performed in the
Adelaide Guitar Festival in
August this year, afestival
that takes place biennialy.

tunes of Eastern Europe.

Harley Gray—bass

Belinda Gehlert—uviolin

Sen Bednikov—acccordian

Dylan Woolcock—vocal,

guitar, mandolin

Quincy Grant— clarinet,

guitar, ukalele
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Golonka Band to play in Japan’s Hamamatsu World Music Festival

A five piece gypsy-fusion outfit, Golonka has
been hand-picked by Japan’s Hamamatsu
World Music Festival to represent Adelaide
asa UNESCO City of Music.

Making beautiful music with awild gypsy
heart, Golonka breathes fresh life into the folk
music of Eastern Europe. Their songs speak
of the stars and the moon, of pussycats and

preachers, of love and death - and their live
shows are sweet, menacing and danceable in
equal doses!

From 3 to 6 November 2016, Hamamatsu will
host Golonka alongside musicians from 11
other UNESCO Cities of Music including
Bologna, Brazzaville, Ghent, Hannover,
Idanha-a-Nova, Katowice, Kingston, Liver-
pool, Mannheim, Salvador, Seville, and Tong-
yeong.

This unique music festival opensitsline-up to
the world’s musical genres and instruments
from diverse cultures, so as to promote cultur-
al diversity and the limitless potential of mu-
sic to nurture socia cohesion and intercultural
dialogue.

Hamamatsu World Music Festival, Hamama-
tsu, Japan, 03 November 2016 to 06 August
2016

Adelaide becomes a UNESCO City of Music

A vibrant music scene in Adelaide has
led to its formal recognition by the Unit-
ed Nations as a city of music. Adelaideis
one of 116 global cities recognised for
their culture. Now formal recognition
comes from UNESCO in recognizing
how musical culture can encourage glob-
al collaborations. There are now 19 glob-
al cities noted for their music cultures
and 116 citiesin al in a broader
UNESCO crestive cities network. The
Adelaide application was driven by the
city's Festival Centre, the South Australi-
an Government's music development
office and by Adelaide City Council.
Arts Minister Jack Snelling said the for-
mal nod was a great honour for the city.

"We have awonderful range of musical
culture in Adelaide, ranging from classi-
cal music such asthe Australian String
Quartet, the Adelaide Chamber Singers,

right through to our wonderful rock
bands who cut their teeth here in Ade-
laide — bands such as Cold Chisel," he
said.

Popular festivalsincluding Womadelaide
also attract thousands of visitors annual -
ly.

Recent changes affecting the state's lig-
uor laws were aimed at encouraging ven-
ues to have live music performances.

"The Government has a particular com-
mitment to live music because that is
really where our wonderful artists of the
future are able to cut their teeth, so we've
made particular investment in that areato
make sure that it's a scene that thrives,"
Mr Snelling said.

Adelaide encouraging live performance

The General Manager of not-for-profit

UNAASA 57/81 Carrington Street Adelaide, SA 5000 Ph(08) 8223 2420
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organisation Music SA, LisaBishop, said "I think there's more opportunity in the

the formal recognition was well de-
served.

"On average, we see over 950 live music
gigsamonth in 150 venuesjust in the
city and the outer suburbs, so that's not
[even] taking into account all the incredi-
ble activity happening in the regions,”
she said.

"Thereisjust awillingness for business-
es, arts and music organisations to work
together and deliver programs that create
more jobs, bigger audiences and thriving
venues."

Ms Bishop said there was always room
for improvement: "In terms of making it
less bureaucratic for venues to stage live
music, and to do it at a best-practice lev-
el."

regions to create regional touring circuits,
to make that more affordable for artists,"
she said.

"I think there's still opportunities for
commercial radio to acknowledge local
artists more."

The SA Government and Music SA
agreed the listing as a city of music
would create more chances for interna-
tional music collaborations.

As part of that direction, the next Wom-
adelaide in March will host Colombian
harpist Edmar Castafieda from Bogota.
Member cities are required to report to
UNESCO on their cultural activities eve-
ry four years.

Sources: DFAT and ABC News Websites

UN SECRETARIES GENERAL 1945 to present

As a small memory test, cover the list below and see how many you
can name.
If that was easy, see if you can get them in the correct order?

Gladwyn Jebb (United Kingdom) 24 October 19451 February 1946
Trygve Lie (Norway) 2 February 1946-10 November 1952

Dag Hammarskjold (Sweden) 10 April 1953—-18 September 1961

U Thant (Burma) 30 November 1961-31 December 1971

Kurt Waldheim (Austria) 1 January 1972-31 December 1981

Javier Pérez de Cuéllar (Peru) 1 January 1982—-31 December 1991

Boutros Boutros-Ghali (Egypt) 1 January 1992-31 December 1996

Kofi Annan (Ghana) 1 January 1997-31 December 2006

Ban Ki Moon (Republic of Korea) 1 January 2007—present

Anténio Guterres (Portugal) 1 January 2017—elect

UNAASA 57/81 Carrington Street Adelaide, SA 5000 Ph(08) 8223 2420
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Look Who Made the Top UN Job
By Professor Ramesh Thakur

After the sixth round of informal straw
pollsin the UN Security Council, on 5
October (New York time) all UNSC
members came out together to an-
nounce agreement on a new secretary-
general for the United Nations: Antonio
Guterres.

The fina indicative vote for him—the
first in which different coloured straws
were used for the five permanent mem-
bers—was 13 yes, nil opposed, and two
undecided. Following this the Council
would meet at 10am on Thursday to vote
formally with the most likely scenario
that he would be chosen by acclamation
and the General Assembly (GA) would
ratify the selection by affirmation.

Two years ago, another former senior UN
official and | began speculating on the
attributes of the next secretary-general
(SG) after Ban Ki-moon. | remarked that
of al the candidates | could think of, my
first choice would be the then UN High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR),
Guterres. | suggested to my Portuguese
colleague then that he should encourage
his government to begin thinking of the

idealong-termin
order to explore the
prospects and pre-
pare the ground.
Prime Minister of
Portugal from 1995
—2002 (and as such
thefirst ex-PM to
be chosen SG), in
2005 Guterres be-
came the UNHCR
for 10 yearsand his
reputation within
the UN system was
quite high during
thetime | was still
aUN officia (until April 2007).

I met him once (or maybe twice) after
that in arelatively small and intimate
setting and was impressed by his perfor-
mance. Anecdotal evidence confirmed
that his reputation among most govern-
ments and civil society remained very
high for competence, integrity, values
and willingness to speak out in defence
of those who lacked voice but needed
support. These qualities were even more
starkly in demand and evident in the final
two years of histenure as the refugee
crisis hit Europe. Not surprisingly, there-
fore, | am pleased with the outcome.

Professor Ramesh Thakur, a former UN
Assistant General Secretary, is professor
in the Crawford School of Public Palicy,
Australian National University.

This a shortened version of Professor
Thakur’s article. If you wishto read the
complete article please follow the link
given below.

AllA article by Professor Thakur.
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UN PEACEKEEPERS’ SERVICE 18 September
UNAASA was again
represented at the ADF
Peacekeepers’ Day
Peacekeeping Com-
memorative Service on
the 18th September at
11.00am at the National
War Memorial on
North Terrace.

UNAA SA members

and friends were invit-

ed to join the South

Australian Peacekeep-

ers Sub-Branch of the
RSL SA in remembering those who
have died while serving overseas
on UN Peacekeeping missions
since 1950.

We joined the various service and
other organisations in laying a
wreath in their memory.

President Col. Steve Larkins wel-
comed those present followed by
Chaplain Rev. Carl Aiken with
prayers. Col. Annette Summers
gave a scripture reading. Particular-
ly moving was the address given by
Brevit Sargeant Geoff Parker,
Commonwealth Police, telling of
the tragic loss of PSO Adam Dun-
ning, serving with the RAMSI mis-
sion to the Solomon Islands, who
lost his life on 22 December 2004.

And Konstantinos G Consul G - This was followed by the call of the
ndreas - Konstantinos Gouras, Consul General 0
Greece, Lidia Moretti, President UNAA SA, honour roll,. the Ode and the Last

Leesa Vlahos MHA, Amanda Rishworth MP, Post, concluding with the benedic-
John Crawford Imm. Past President UNAA SA. tion.

UNAASA 57/81 Carrington Street Adelaide, SA 5000 Ph(08) 8223 2420
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SAFEGROUND,
Our August Discussion Evening with Helen Stanger

The 20th September was an appropriate
date for this Discussion Evening. Our
speaker, Helen Stanger, SA Publicity
Officer for Safe-Ground began by re-
minding us that it was the eve of the
International Day of Peace.

Just under 25 years ago John Scott pre-
sented Federal Parliament with a peti-
tion with 1400 SA signatures opposing
land mines. In all 219,000 signed the
petition. The organisation was original-
ly called The International Network to
ban Land Mines, Australian Network.

Sister Patricia Pak Poy was visiting
Thailand when someone had been hurt
by a landmine—even though it was not
a war zone. By networking, concern
spread through Australia, and went on
to become worldwide. There was a
groundswell of support in the US
amongst Vietnam veterans. Land mines
had moved on from being a military
problem to one by which it was more
appropriately represented as one of
basic human rights.

In 1997 the United Na-
tions adopted the Treaty
to Ban Land Mines.
Currently there are 162
states parties to this
treaty.

But after 1997 it was
realised that it was nec-
essary to widen the
scope to also address
cluster weapons, result-
ing in the Convention
on Cluster Weapons
being proposed in

2008, and adopted in 2010.

Recognising that while the UN had
agreed to ban the use of these weapons,
the ongoing deaths and injuries caused
by the remnant weapons from past con-
ficts the new name “SafeGround’ was
adopted as offering a more accurate por-
trayal of the goals of the organisation.

This was reinforced by the publication of
the book “In Search of Safe Ground”
highlighting the problems faced by vil-
lagers in Cambodia displaced by the war
returning to their homes. With the help of
a bequest and funding from DFAT, the
book highlighted the danger of these re-
maining weapons to the civilian popula-
tion trying to return to their homes,
graphically showing how the name
change to Safe Ground focussed on the
dangers from degrading land mines, clus-
ter weapons and unexploded ordnance.

We have a copy of the book at our Car-
rington Street office.

They're called Hero Rats, and not one has died in the line of duty
since the program started in 1997.

Photo: APOTO
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However it was found that the problem
extended beyond land mines in South
east Asia. At the abrupt end of the Sec-
ond World War, weapons stocks built up
on the Pacific Islands were just aban-
doned. With time, the wooden boxes
have now gone, and the explosive in the
weapons is destabilizing. Also Jeeps,
tanks and weapons were dumped in the
sea to deny the weapons to the advanc-
ing enemy.

In particular the Solomon Islands has
seen ongoing work needed to clear this
unexploded ord-

nance. Working

with the Golden

West Humanitarian

Organisation , Safe-

Ground is working

to make these dis-

carded weapons

safe.

In concluding her

presentation Helen

explained about the

activities of Safe

Ground in South

Australia. One inter-

esting recent initia-

tive arose when

author Jane Jolly

asked for help to

publish a children’s book, illustrated by
Sally Heinrich. On 4 April 2014 “Lend
Your Leg Day” launched a crowd fund-
ing campaign to publish “One Step at a
Time” in 2015 (there is also a copy on
view in our office) $27.99 at your local
bookshop.

At the launch of the book, the food in-
cluded elephant shaped biscuits. The
publication of the award winning book
has been a great success.

At the discussion following Helen’s talk
a question was asked about the use of
pouched rats, a cat sized rodent native
to Gambia in central Africa, to sniff out
land mines. The rats live for 8 years, but
take 9 months to train. They are named
because they can store their food in
cheek pouches .

The Belgian organisation APOPO trains

these rats to sniff out the land mines. At

only 1.5kg the rats are small enough not

to set off the mine. At a typical mine

sensitivity of more than 8kg, larger ani-
mals would face too
great a risk. Since
APOPO was found-
ed in 1997, these
furry super-sniffers
have helped clear
13,200 mines from
minefields in Tanza-
nia, Mozambique,
Angola, and, most
recently, in Cambo-
dia.

Not only are they
working on mine
clearance in Cambo-
dia, they have also
been trained to de-
tect (sniff) the dis-
ease tuberculosis in
sputum samples. They can assess 200
samples in 30 minutes; a task that
would otherwise take a laboratory
worker over four days.

I would like to thank Helen for coming
and talking to us. Although it was only
a small group who were able to attend, I
know everyone appreciated hearing
about such an inspiring organisation.

JSC
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GiaXN

The United Nations Association of Australia (SA Division)
cordially invites you to attend our yearly

UNITED NATIONS
DAY DINNER

SUNDAY 13TH NOVEMBER 2014
6.30PM SHARP

NATIONAL WINE CENTRE OF AUSTRALIA
CORNER OF BOTANIC & HACKNEY ROADS

RSVP MONDAY 7TH NOVEMBER

Guest Speaker:
Amorelle Dempster
Australian Councillor on the
International Slow Food Board

MC:
ABC Presenter Sonya Feldhoff

Entertainment:
‘Golonka'-direct from the Guitar Festival’

Includes -Food by:
National Wine Centre and South Australian Legends
of the Food Industry

Cost:
$85 pp includes 2 bottles of Wine per table and
orange juice.

Wine also available for purchase | No BYO
Silent Auction, Raffle and Door Prize
Bookings Essential
10 people per Table maximum

All tickets to be prepaid
Payment facilities not available on the night

https://www.trybooking.com/232638
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