








Universal Declarations of Human Rights 60th Anniversary

The United Nations Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights were adopted by the United
Nations General Assembly in 1948. The Charter defines how the United Nations should operate. The Universal
Declaration was the first in an extensive body of human rights law promulgated by the United Nations, that sets
standards for the treatment of women and children, disabled persons, minorities and other vulnerable groups,
protecting them from all kinds of discrimination. Then in 1966 followed the two International Covenants: The
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Nearly all
nations have ratified these Covenants. In addition, the United Nations has some 80 conventions which deal with
such matters as genocide, refugees and racial discrimination.

One of the most recent additions to the UN body of human rights law is of course the Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples. Australia was one of just a four nations that voted against this. The others were Canada,
persuaded by Australia, New Zealand and the United States. The change of government in Canberra now means
that Australian Aborigines may enjoy the protection offered by this new declaration.

As 2008 also marks the 60th anniversary of the founding of the World Health Organisation, the Right to Health
has been suggested as a theme for celebrating Human Rights Day this year. An electronic copy of a relevant
Jfact sheet can be downloaded from the OHCHR website at:

e hhtp://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/Factsheet31.pdf
¢ hhtp//www.ohchr.org/EN/Publications/pages/RecentPublications.aspx

For Indigenous communities around the world, the right to health is paramount; certainly this right is important
for our Australian Aborigines, with a 17 year discrepancy in life expectancy compared with the rest of t he
nation, as well as other alarming health statistics.

Posters of the Universal Declaration

For schools and other organisations that may wish to celebrate the 60th anniversary in some way, the
UNAA can offer poster size copies of the Declaration for display purposes. These may be borrowed from
our office by phoning 8226 4141, emailing mail@unaasa.org.au or writing to UNAA SA, 220 Victoria
Square, Adelaide SA 5000. In addition, copies of the Declaration at A4 size are also available.

RH

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE POTATO
Lunch

When : Sunday, 21* September 2008
12.30 p.m

Jane,the Potato lunch was a UNAA SA event. It was the brainchild of one of our
executlve members and a volunteer, Sathavy Suos.She came as a refugee from
Cambodia over 25 years ago and was sponsored by several famifies and church
groups. They are all very close and a number of them came to support Sathavy.She _
loves cooking and caters very well. She trained as a nurse on her arrival and works part
time as an agency nurse. She and her husband are Buddhists. She and |-arranged it
together. Her concept was to bring communities together around their use of the potato
In their cooking. We also worked with Margaret Hess with her refugee communities. We
had food from her African groups; Sheila Hill arranged for some Afghani food;another
UNAA Exec member who is a Bahai,brought some Persian food and others of us
brought food as well.

Sathvy decided to combine it with observing the Int. Day of Peace; Archbishop /
Emeritus? Len Faulkner marked this. As Sathavy did not want to charge anything |
organised the raffle to cover costs, which we did.

Next year is the Int Year of Fibre and Sazthavy is already planning another community
event | HJS
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