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“February 20™, 2009, is proclaimed by the UN for the first
time as the designated Social Justice Day”

Such proclamations do not arise out of a vacuum : strenuous
work going back over 15 years led to this announcement . . ..
Let’s see a thumbsketch of the history which takes us back to
the World Summit For Social Development held in March

1995 in Copenhagen and its preceding “prep-coms” et al.

Here in Australia, two people with idealism and ability worked
tirelessly to ensure the success of the WSSD. They were Prof.

Hilary Charlesworth (Law) ,Univad, and (then) Fed. MP John
Langmore.
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LOGO FOR WORLD SUMMIT

A better life for all the peoples of the world.
That is the objective of the United Nations
Charter, and the task of leaders at the upcoming
World Summit for Social Development, to be
held in Copenhagen, Denmark, from 6 to 12
March 1995.

The United Nations vision has been dis-
tilled into a simple but powerfully evocative
logo symbolizing the Social Summits three
goals: attacking poverty, building solidarity, cre-
ating jobs.

The new insignia — which depicts three
interlinked figures climbing towards the sun—
combines an expression of hope with an
assertive symbolism: that hand in hand, step by
step, nation by nation, people everywhere can
realize the Charter’s goals of higher standards of
living and full employment. And that they can
do so on their feet, on a platform of principles

byilt on respect for human dignity, individual
freedom and equality of rights and duties.

mail@unaasa.org.au Phone 08 8226 4141 Fax 08 8271 4433

Web: www.unaasa.ore.au




WSSD +5 U.N. General Assembly
Special Session on Social

Prof. Hilary Charlesworth

At a time of widely diverging interests
and widening disparities between devel-
oping and developed countries over
trade and economic issues, countries
succeeded in finding common ground
that will allow them to work together on
implementing a series of measures to
promote social development while
mitigating the adverse effects of global-
isation at the U.N. General Assembly,
June, 2000, in Geneva
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Development

How did the World Fare
during those Five Years?

At the close of the session, countries entered into a
number of agreements that could lead to:

% Halving the proportion of people living in
extreme poverty by 2015;

% A global campaign against poverty;
# A new global employment strategy;
% Social protection in times of economic crisis;

% New cooperation on international and
national tax issues;

- New efforts to empower people living in
povety;

< A target of 2005 for cutting the HIV/AIDS
infection level among young people in Africa
by 25 per cent;

« New initiatives that could raise resources for
social development.

The outcome of the special session, as a consen-
sus agreement, is a strong political statement that
provides internationally recognized standards for
implementing the social development agenda.
The special session called for deeper and
improved debt relief, for greater technical and
financial assistance for developing countries, and
for open, transparent and effective government at
both the national and international levels.

John Langmore, Director of the United
Nations Division for Social Policy and
Development, said the outcome of the special

| session was “an international policy pact that can
make the world economy less turbulent, less
cruel, and much more fair”. He added, “Although
Governments disagree on many issues, there is a
broadening and deepening polirical consensus
that Governments must support the weaker
members of society, and that strong nations have
a comparable responsibility to pay much closer
attention to the needs of weak ones.”

1. For the first time in history, at the invitation of the United
Nations, we gather as heads of State and Government to recognize the
significance of social development and human well-being for all and to
give to these goals the highest priority both now and into the twenty-
first century.

Copenhagen Declaration on Social Development



EDITOR’S NOTES

It would be appreciated if recipients of this N-Letter, having read (and diaried) it
were to pass it on to another person . .. particularly one who is already imbued
with UN ideals.

Our colleagues from UNYA (UN Youth Organisation) have just embarked on a
“Northern Mission” whereby they contact youth in provincial towns and rural areas
generally to ascertain young people’s ideas, ideals, problems, worries about the
Sfuture. The survey is wide-ranging in area (going right to Marla in the far North) and
in scope. Our next N-Letter will tell of their findings and (some of) their solutions.

Several important issues had to be omitted from this edition: One such was Food
Footprint. Much work on this topic has been researched in WA by Ben Rose, Envir’t
Consultant. Did you know,eg, that 1 kg of beef is responsible for 20 kg of CO2 equiv.
whereas 1kg of chicken yields 4 kg approx of CO2? All will be revealed in the Winter
Edition . . ..

Standby Power and energy wastage by using ‘zappers’ (remotes) will be dealt with
too.

Somewhere in the world Platinum metal for your car’s exhaust system was mined and
metallurgically treated. The tonnes of waste mullock per catalyst per car can be
called your ecological rucksack. Stay tuned . . . .

The injustices occurring in West Papua and the courage shown by protesting people
deserve a full article. Winter Edition.

LOCAL SCENE :- The much-publicised expansion of the Olympic Dam Copper-
Uranium Mine has to be preceded by BHP Billeton’s Environmental Impact
Statement (E1S) In an unconscionable decision, our State Gov't has declared that
an 8-week response period is all that will be allowed for you and me to have our say.
Note that the FEIS is several hundred pp in length, and parts of it are highly technical.
Before you write off to the Minister or the Premier in protest at this high-handed
injustice, I suggest that you read a strong account of the issue in the recent edition of
the Independent Weekly.

AUSTRALIA : - The Howard / Putin Uranium deal must be stopped. The
safeguards are just not in place, and the IAEA has not the resources to monitor the
situation closely. And, besides, . . . . . ..

The Federal Gov’t is to be commended for its efforts in repairing the “breach of
trust” occurring under its predecessor with respect to the United Nations. However,
there are still areas where the accusing finger can be pointed at Australia in regard
to certain abuses. More anon.

YEAR OF ASTRONOMY : -

Unless we live our lives
with at least some cosmological awareness,
we risk collapsing into tiny worlds.

For we can be fooled into thinking In truth,
that our lives are passed in political entities = we live in the midst of immensities
such as the state or the nation; and we are intrinsically woven
or that bottom line concerns in life into a great cosmic drama.

have to do with economic realities

- . ‘ , . . 1996
or consumer lif es1'yl es. i Brian Swirmme, The Hidden Heart of the Cosmos, 199



How the driest state can walk on water

HE can't make it rain, but when it does Colin Pitman knows how to save every precious drop,
and by doing so he could solve Adelaide's water crisis.

Colin Pitman his hands together with glee as the rain falls steadily outside Salisbury Council
chambers.

"If this keeps up for the day," he observes cheerfully, "we will have a gigalitre in there.”

No wonder he's happy. Pitman, a white-haired, thickset, plain-speaking character, is the Salisbury
Council's city projects manager and architect of a massive rainwater collection and storage system.

This downpour means he might have secured an extra billion litres of water for free.

When it rains in Salisbury, the council makes money, businesses reap water, and the environment
is protected.

When it rains in the rest of Adelaide, a huge amount of polluted water sweeps out to sea where it
o poisons and stifles sea grasses, strips beaches of sand, damages the environment, and does
“What s the world coming to?” nothing for our chronic water shortage.

Adelaide is facing a crisis with its water supply, thanks to drought, an over-reliance on the River
Murray and, according to critics, a lack of foresight. In stark contrast, Salisbury, one of Adelaide's
city councils, has pioneered a bold new approach that is being monitored around the world.

Salisbury is now leading a consortium of northern suburb councils with a radical plan to do what
seems impossible: take Adelaide completely off the Murray and rely instead on catching the wet
stuff that falls from the sky.

in a normal year, that's more than enough for what the city needs.

Taxpayers foot $117m BHP bill: ACF

Taxpayers will subsidise the fuel bill of mining giant BHP Billiton by more than $100 million to help it work the world's largest
uranjum deposit, a conservation group claims.

The Australian Conservation Foundation has crunched the numbers on the Olympic Dam Mine operations as part of a pre-budget
campaign to convince the Rudd government to modify the fuel tax credits scheme.

Under the scheme industries such as mining, transport and agriculture receive tax credits for the excise included in the price of
diesel fuel for use in some business activities.

From July the scheme will be extended to include unleaded petrol.

The foundation estimates the subsidy will be worth $29 million a year to BHP to expand Olympic Dam, where the company also
mines the world's fourth largest remaining copper deposit.

"BHP does not need you and me to subsidise their diesel," Mr Henry said.
"Billions of dollars of taxpayers' money is going to some of Australia's wealthiest companies.”
"It's crazy for the taxpayer to be paying big polluters to poliute more."

BHP is undertaking a major drilling program as part of prefeasibility study into the expansion of Olympic Dam, located 560km north
of Adelaide.

The Foundation has released an estimate of how many tonnes of earth will be moved by heavy machinery during the four-year
project, the litres of diesel required to complete the job, and how much the company would net in the diesel subsidy.

The subsidy would be worth $117 million over the life of the study, the Foundation said.
Mr Henry said the fuel tax credits scheme would cost the government $4.9 billion a year.

He has called on the government to scrap the subsidy for the mining and transport sectors in next week's budget although it should
be retained for farmers.

The money saved could be redirected to public transport, he said.
L]

A response was being sought from BHP Billiton.--AAP
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Juli urnside

I THINK THE way we’ve treated asylum seekers and
refugees over the last seven or eight years has damaged
our reputation internationally. Whether that has
consequences for seeking a seat on the Security
Council is unclear. But at least for national pride,

we should be concerned about any institutionalised
conduct that brings us into disrepute.

It’s an interesting thing to reflect on that, if by a
trick of geography Australia were eligible for entry
into the European Union, we would be disqualified
from the outset because of our human rights record,
specifically our treatment of refugees. Australia looks
to Europe for origins and principles and systems of

government and it is a very striking thing to think

icik

that we fall below the minimurm requirement for
human rights that the EU has adopted. In particular,
it’s because we jail innocent people — men, women
and children - and we jail them indefinitely.

1t’s difficult for us to speak on the international
stage if we have significant human rights
shortcomings at home. Although the apology to
the Stolen Generation in February was great, and
noble, it hasn’t completely washed away our pretty
sorry record of the treatment of Aborigines and we
still haven't been able to reconcile with Aborigines
in any meaningful way. It’s a great piece of
unfinished business. Could you imagine Australia
trying to speak with any sort of authority about the
American treatment of American Indians, or the

Canadian treatment of Inuits?

AS WE MARK 60 years of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, it is essential that, as Australia
returns to a multi-lateral approach in international
relations, it re-establishes itself as a prominent
advocate for human rights.

Australia should...

° Start setting an example such as supporting
greater justice for people living in poverty by
being among the first to ratify the Optional
Protocol to the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, once it
has been passed by the UN General Assembly.
Australia should also continue resettling refugees
from Iraq in this country, including Palestinians
currently left in limbo on the border with Syria.

¢ Correct the shortcomings of the recent past and

send a clear international message that Australia

supports the human rights of Indigenous peoples,
after Australia was one of the few to vote against
the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples in 2007.

Take a constructive leadership role in the Asia-
Pacific region, using its political, economic and
people-to-people ties with regional countries

to be a stronger advocate for human rights.
Australia must work collaboratively with the
Association of South-East Asian Nations on
Burma and promote human rights in the Pacific
at the Pacific Islands Forum, in particular calling
on parties to address violence against women.
Australia also must take a consistent and
principled approach on the death penalty. In
addition to supporting greater regional political
and economic cooperation, Australia must
promote regional human rights mechanisms for
the Asia-Pacific, as exists in Europe, the Americas Uy
and Africa.
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Luis Evelis Andrade, president of the National Indigenous
QOrganization of Colombia (ONIC)
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. Ed.

This report of a Meeting at the Torrens Bldg 6/3 was

posted by John Crawford. The subject is of paramount UN importance ...

STOP PRESS !

UNAA Federal Council 2008
Approved Resolutions

1. UN in the National Education Curriculum

The current Federal Government has expressed a greater level of commitment to the UN
and is seeking an elected place on the Security Council for Australia. In addition, it is
considering a national curriculum for secondary schools, and this could provide an
opening for UNAA to work on a campaign to get a more integrated UN curriculum in
place.

Federal Council Resolution

(a) recognises the ongoing importance of educating young people about the UN;

(b) acknowledges the work done over many years by UNAA Divisions, UNYA and other
University based students associations in promoting awareness of the UN within EDUCATING
schools, colleges and universities; FOR PEACE

(¢) is aware of the wide range of relevant educational resources already available within
the UN system and in many parts of the world including Australia;

(d) sees an opportunity to re-invigorate this work at a national level in the light of the
Federal Government’s review of education polices and curricula;

(e) envisages a new learning module for primary and secondary students, focusing on the
purposes, structures and challenges of the UN;

(f) agrees to explore this possibility in co-operation with Federal and State/Territory

Government ministers and departments, teacher associations and unions, and other
NGOs;

(g) asks the ACT Division to initiate a working group on this, in consultation with the
National President and Administrator;

o T — of

PRESENTATION ABOUT THE WORK OF UNHCR
UNAA(SA Div) was recently asked to host a briefing by “Australia for UNHCR” to update and inform
their donors to their work supporting refugees around the world.

Debra O’Neill spoke about her recent visit to Uganda to see how the UNHCR supports refugees in the

UNHCR refugee camps, and assists in their return to their home villages when peace returns, and they
wish to go home. She accompanied a family returning to a village in the Southern Sudan which is now

peaceful.

Only 3% of the UNHCR budget is raised from the UN, the remainder being donated by Governments,
and in the case of a few countries, like Australia, also supported by specific fundraising. “Australia for
UNHCR?” raised 20 million dollars last year, and made a very important contribution to the work of
UNHCR in the refugee camps in which they work.

Sue Cowden also described her visit to one of the refugee camps along the Myanmar (Burmese) border
in Thailand. The work of the UNHCR is considerably constrained by the policies of the Thai
Government. Land is not made available for farming, and the refugees are confined to the limited area
to the camp. There is no high school education available. For most of those in the camp their future is
bleak. Some apply to be accepted in other countries (like the US and Australia) as part of their refugee
intake, although others prefer to remain in the camp in the hope of political change in Myanmar which
might allow them to return home. The pictures of local small area business initiatives, like a frog farm,
were fascinating. s
Both speakers were inspiring in what they were able to teli us about this important work by a UN
Agency, and it is hoped that during a future visit to Adelaide to speak to their UNHCR supporters, we
might invite our UNAA(SA Div) members to come and listen as well.



~ Personal Lifestyle Responsibility

COMMUTING ... Ina Planet-Friendly Way MODES OF INTERCITY TRANSPORT -- from the Emissions angle

(iy  Watking, for health and fuel saving. Too far?

(ii) Cycling. Too far, or traffic too difficult, or no showers at work?

(iii)  Public Transport... bus or train. Trains work well and have the ' Mode Litres/100km/Person
lowest emissions per passenger km. Buses OK, too. Distribution of

Six Cylinder Car, Driver only: 380 ,Falcon, Commodore, etc 12
Routes uneven. Hence necessity sometimes for a commute vehicle
o ) _ Small Medium 4 cyl. “ “ “ : Corolla, F. Focus, Hyundai El. 734y
An Australia-wide Motoring Magazine did a survey on commuting costs and
times and emissions. It was based on 3 yrs ownership and 10,000km per yr. Large Car.. One Passenger : Asabove 61
Below is a segment of the survey results ... admittedly, the extremes : Plane ..... Short Haul * Melbourne to Hobart 25
YAMAHA 125 Ford FAIRMONT Small Car, Fourcyl Driver : Echo, Yaris, H.Excel 5.5
Train, Sleeper : eg Ghan, Overland 5.0
Capital Costs Motorbike >650 cc : w/o pillion 5.8
Buy $4000 $42000 Plane.... Long haul,large : egBrisbane— Perth 4.2
. PV (Present Value) [$2000] [$15000] émall Medium Car, one pass. : as above, Corolla etc 4.2
Depreciation $2000 $27000 Toyota Prius ... or similar :  (eg Honda Pet/elec) 3.8
Standing Costs Motorbike, <500cc : w/o pillion 3.8
Insurance $750 $2100 Train, Economy Seat : eg Indian Pacific 12
Registration etc $780 $1500 Bus, Commercial 1 80% occupancy 0.9
Running Costs
Fuel $1650 $8100
Service, Tyres $2200 54300 Of course the figures above are but a guide and are quite dependent on variables
TOTALS $ 11,380 $ 85,000 such as Driver/Rider skill; Speed ; Weather Conditions; Road/Track Inclination et al.

Beyond doubt, however, is the fact that to power 1.4tonnes of metal, plastic, rubber

to transport one person from Melbourne to Sydney is many, many more times costly

if PARKING is to be a consideration, for work, say, in the CBD, then to the environment * than taking a bus or train.

on the basis of 200 work-days/pa and a minimum of $8.00 per day,

e (and, incidentally, to the pocket)

the Yamaha would be free and the Fairmont would rack up $4,800
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GE FOOD NEWS

SOME 2008 VICTORIES TO CELEBRATE

Tasmania extends its GM ban until 2014;
s  South Australia extends its GM ban with strong wine industry support;
® Chinese & Japanese businesses want GM-free Australian produce;
® Monsanto's GM canola a dud - few farmers, low yields, mainly cut for hay;
° Most food processors and retailers reject GM - e.g.: Coles, IGA, Goodman Fielder;
e  Many councils declare their areas GM-free and many more are ready to do so

e A strong national coalition of groups and individuals, formed to work for GMi-free.
Source: GeneEthics GM-free newsletter

GM CANOLA A FLOP

Today (16/1/09) the GRDC announced the results of the first independent trials of GM canola which revealed that GM
canola yielded 17% lower than both Non-GM herbicide tolerant canola varieties. VVhile it sent shock-waves amongst farmers
expecting higher yields with GM crops, the Network of Concerned Farmers (NCF) expected this result.

"This is clear evidence that GM canola is not what it is promoted as," said Julie Newman, NCF National Spokesperson for the
Network of Concerned Farmers. "We hope farmers will now realise that they have been misied to believe GM cancla shouid yield
more when there is no logical reason why it should."

The GRDC National Variety Trials showed Roundup Ready GM canola yielding 0.7¢ha while non-GM Triazine Tolerant and
Clearfield canola yielded 0.8t/ha. The trials compared non-GM herbicide tolerant varieties with GM Roundup Ready canola which
has a single genetically modified trait conferred to the plant allowing the plant to be sprayed with glyphosate between the 2 leaf to
the 6 leaf stage.

"GM canola is only a iimited weed control tool of a non-residual herbicide tolerant canola which is not as effective as what we
aiready have. interestingly, the GM farmers in NSW and Victoria have reported the key advantage as grass control which has
nothing to do with the GM part because it is achieved by the recommended residual chemical Trifluralin when planting.”

The 2008 costs involve a half price stewardship fee of $500/farm, a discounted $10.20/tonne EPR-style royalty and an extra
$43.50/ha for seed.

"Even at these low yields, the GM fees for 500 ha would amount to an additional $25,820 which would require an additional yield
increase of 15% to pay for itself. It looks like the farmer pays 15% more but gets 17% less which is a big loss of 32% of the value
of the crop."

"Agronomically and economically, GM canola has been proven to be a flop."

Networieof Concerned Farmers

CHINESE WANT GM-FREE AND CHEMICAL-FREE FOODS

"Chinese shoppers are clamouring for chemical-free and GM-free foods in the wake of the Melamine poisoning calamity
that harmed over 50,000 Chinese children,” says Bass Coast Shire Councillor Gareth Barlow.

"Chinese families give the health and welfare of their only child the highest priority and they want to buy chemical-free and GM-
free foods of unimpeachable quality.”

“This is a huge market and we expect that Bass Coast growers can win long-term supply contracts for substantial quantities of
clean, green foods because of the Shire's GM-free status.”

“We've had several meetings with Chinese business people, officials and academics about buying top quality Australian food.
They make a strong link between GM herbicide-tolerant canola and synthetic chemicals, and don't want to buy them.”

“Chinese shoppers want foods that are guaranteed free of chemicals and GM," Councillor Barlow says. “Chinese importers
envisage ten year contracts on favourable terms, for assured supplies of top guality, fresh chemical-free and GM-free foods.”

“"GM-free and chemical-free food production definitely offers us a great competitive advantage in local and world markets as
Australia is the only exporter of GM-free canola...”

Food Footprint

Est. Greenhouse Emissions

Ben Rose, a Perth-based environmental consultant who has compiled figures on per kg Offo?d andper Litre
greenhouse emissions involved in producing various foods, sees the day coming when you will go of drinks.
to the meat display in your local supemmarket and find iabels that give star ratings to steak,
sausages and chops based on their environmental impact — just like the energy efficiency ratings
now on fridges, heaters and other household appliances. Beef 20kg
Rose, who says he eats much less meat then he used to, has become a cattle sceptic Lamb 13
since working on sustainability projects in Western Australia. Still, he has considerable empathy Butter 13
with cattle and sheep farmers, who he says largely try to do the right thing by the environment. He
believes an efficient Australian beef industry could do weli on as few as five million cows, which Cheese 13

would also mean more innovative grazing practices, such as running kangaroos, on much less Chicken 4
land. “The idea of clearing land just for cattle, and that's somehow the main game, has got to be

reversed,” he says. “We don't need all this beef. We need grain and vegetables but they can be Cereal, processed 3.5
grown on a comparatively tiny amount of land.” Nuts 3

Those most concerned with environmental issues tend to buy their fruit, veg and meat at
specialist organic outlets or growers’ markets where local produce - which hasn't added to
greenhouse emissions by being trucked long distances — is sold. Even then, food miles, as they're
known, have become a much more significant issue in places such as Britain, where much of its
food is imported, often driven or flown thousands of kilometres.

As our flagship conservation organisation, the ACF, admits, Australia’'s emissions debate
has until now largely focused on fossil fuels and the resulting carbon dioxide. But it's now running
a web-based action plan called GreenHome where households are asked to make everyday
adjustments to cut emissions.

Beer,Wine bottle, can 2.5
Fruit, Veg. canned 1.7

Veg. frozen 1.6
Juice, Soft drink 1.5
Milk, fresh,local 1.2

Fruit, veg. fresh, dried 0.8
Cordial, tea, coffee 6.3



BOOK REVIEW  THE SOCIAL ENTREPRENEUR
- Making Communities Work Andrew Mawson

One minister with an East-London congregation of 12 people, developed community

ventures worth millions and brought the 2010 Olympic site to his neighbourhood.

The title Social Entrepreneur was used for Andrew Mawson and his friend in 1995.
They believed that “It takes just one person with sufficient clout, taking the time and
being open minded and long suffering enough to give us a chance to be willing to take
responsibility for the consequences™. Another such person was Jamie Oliver with his

2005 TV series School Dinners.

Mawson believed that “If it works, it works™ and that when rules do not work, it’s
time to change the rules. He also found that, *“ consultants earned millions from

governments telling them what they wanted to hear”.

Mawson thinks that “Social Capital and Community are alive- in some areas. He was
awarded a life peerage in the British House of Lords.
Published — Atlantic Books London 2008 Copy of the book in Unley City Library
Review by Glen Woodward,
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The following excerpt of a letter from the U.N. Foundation
in the USA reached our desk recently. (Ed.)

* ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok k ok k ok ok koK

Following the inauguration of President Barack Obama,
Dr. Susan Rice was sworn in as the 27th U.S.
Ambassador to the United Nations.

Send Ambassador Rice a note welcoming her to
the United Nations!

This appointment is very exciting and promising for
those of us at the UN Foundation working on UN issues
and for those of you doing your part to create a better world.

International cooperation and a strong U.S.-UN relationship are essential to
solving global problems. It is a great step forward to have Ambassador Rice
working to strengthen our relationship with the United Nations and its
programs. In her testimony before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee she
said:

We stand now at yet another defining moment, one in which the
peoples and nations of the world must find both the will and more
effective means to cooperate, if we are to counter the urgent global
threats that face us all. Terrorism, the spread of weapons of mass
destruction, civil conflict, climate change, genocide, extreme
poverty, and deadly infectious disease are shared challenges that ...
require common action based on a common purpose and vision of
shared security.




SUPPORT FOR BAN ON
CLUSTER MUNITIONS
GROWS

Cluster bombs have killed and injured thousands of
civilians during the last 40 years and continue to do
so today. They cause widespread harm on impact
and yet remain dangerous, killing and injuring
civilians long after a conflict has ended. Cluster
munitions are large weapons which are deployed

from the air and from the ground and release dozens
or hundreds of smaller sub-munitions.

Their widespread dispersal means they cannot
distinguish between military targets and civilians so
the humanitarian impact can be extreme, especially
when the weapon is used in or near populated areas.

Many sub-munitions fail to detonate on impact and
become de facto antipersonnel mines killing and
maiming people long after the cessation of
hostilities. One third of all recorded cluster
munitions casualties are children. 60% of cluster
bomb casualties are injured while undertaking their
normal activities.

A new international treaty banning cluster munitions
opened for signing in December and so far 94 nations
have signed the treaty, which bans cluster munitions
outright and provides strong humanitarian provisions
for their cleanup and assistance to victims.

Four states, Ireland, Norway, Sierra Leone, the
Vatican have already moved to the next stage which
is to ratify the treaty. This Convention on Cluster
Munitions will become binding international law six
months after 30 signatories have ratified it.

The Cluster Munitions Coalition, which includes
Human Rights Watch has instigated an online global
petition calling on all governments to ratify the
Convention. The website also enables individuals to
determine the current status of their government’s
response to the treaty and if necessary to urge its
signing, ratification and implementation.

Australia has a proud history in regard to
campaigning against Landmines and other
Cluster Munitions through ICBL led by Sr.

| Patricia Pak Poy, Gerald Hinton and others.

. More recently, ICAN (Int’l Campaign Against
- Nuclear Weapons has entered the fray, aided
by MAPW (Med. Assoc’n for the Prevention
of War)

PRESIDENT OBAMA AND THE
ADDRESSING OF HUMAN
RIGHTS ABUSES

The so-called "war on terror” has led to an erosion of
a whole host of human rights. States are resorting to
practices which have long been prohibited by
international law, and have sought to justify them in
the name of national security.

Within his first two days in office, US President
Barack Obama signed executive orders to close the
detention facility at Guantanamo Bay within one
year; suspend trials by military commission; close all
CIA secret detention centres and ban the use of
"enhanced" interrogation techniques that amount to
torture and other ill-treatment.

These steps have been welcomed by Human Rights
groups such as Amnesty International as important
first steps whilst pointing out that more needs to be
done.

The above website provides an opportunity to send a
message of encouragement to President Obama to
implement a checklist of seventeen challenges
during his first 100 days of his term of office.

UN SPOTLIGHT ON TANZANIA
BUT “"THIRTY MILLION
PEOPLE STILL TRAPPED IN
SLAVERY"”

A recent UN Committee on the Rights of the Child
report says Tanzania remains a source and transit
point for children trafficked to South Africa, Europe
and the Middle East to engage in forced labour and
sexual exploitation.

"There is also visible mobility of children around and
within the country, with children being internally
trafficked from rural to urban areas to work as
domestic servants in nightclubs and bars" the report
states.

The findings are contained in the report by that was
issued in Geneva following the 49th session of the
Committee which examines member country profiles
on implementation of protocols on the Convention
on the Rights of the Child. Tanzania was one of the
group of countries under review in this most recent
session.

For further information about a campaign to ensure
the welfare and protection of rights of children in

website.

However trafficked children in Tanzania represent
only a tiny fraction of those caught up in this global
problem.



Book Review - by National President, John Langmeore

Thomas G. Weiss, What's Wrong with the United Nations and How to Fix It
Polity Press, Cambridge, UK, 2009

Tom Weiss is Professor of Political Science at the City University of New York. He
has worked in the UN, is one of the leaders of the UN history project and remains a critical
supporter. He has written a well-informed, thoughtful and fresh analysis of the UN’s
weaknesses, challenges, achievements and opportunities. He writes succinctly, lucidly,
vividly and where necessary astringently — not only about UN forums and the Secretariat but
also about Member States and their sometimes obstructive representatives -~ using
wherever possible less familiar examples to illustrate each theme. The final chapter is the
most provocative.

Sir Brian Urquhart's endorsing Foreword identifies the central struggle, of finding ‘a
working balance’ between national sovereignty and international collaboration. The first half
of the book diagnoses ‘the ills’ and the second suggests ‘paliiatives if not cures’. A constant
theme is what Kofi Annan called the ‘problems without passports’ caused by growing global
integration, which inexorably increase the importance of multilateral collaboration. The most
striking irony of the last eight years has been the Bush Administration’s isolationist hubris at
a time when much of the rest of the world increasingly recognised previous US
administrations’ rationale for international order.

Many supporters of the UN justifiably complain of the widespread confusion between
the UN as a stage — the forums such as the Security Council and Generai Assembly — and
as an actor — the Secretariat, funds, programs and agencies — and condemn the cynical
misuse of this confusion by governments seeking to excuse their inaction. But we also have
to recognise the realism of the critics who complain about outdated structures, such as that
of the Security Council; inconsistency, such as criticism of Israel's neglect of human rights
but passivity about China, Saudi Arabia, Cuba, Sudan and Myanmar; time-wasting repetition
of debates on the same issues in different forums; and the slowness with which decisions
are made in bodies with large, diverse memberships.

Weiss explores the origins and evolution of the North-South divide at the UN and
uses examples such as the Durban conference on racial discrimination, Zimbabwe and
responsibility to protect to illustrate conflicts between North and South about human rights;
and the Stockholm, Rio and Johannesburg conferences as examples of different paradigms
on sustainable development. He nevertheless concludes that progress on human rights has

been remarkable, and that progress on climate change requires moving beyond North-South
theatre.

He writes of the UN's feudal system of uncoordinated baronetcies. The UN is
extremely decentralised and without a meaningful hierarchy. There are overlapping
agencies and institutional gaps, relating, for example, to internally displaced persons.
Humanitarian protection and assistance is atomised not least because of the plethora of
NGOs. A recent attempt to improve delivery of humanitarian relief involves ‘clustering’: a UN
agency leads provision of particular forms of relief and acts as ‘provider of last resort’:
UNICEF for water, sanitation and hygiene; WHO for health and so. The environment and
women's issues lack authoritative central agencies. There is no powerful central
development agency. Weiss argues that the solutions — consolidation and centralisation ~
are as obvious now as they were when Robert Jackson recommended them in 1969. He
argues that the ‘unwillingness to dismantle the UN’s numerous feudal kingdoms remains a
chronic illness’ and that the North opposes global good government including democracy.

»

Unfortunately not all of this important review could be accommodated in the Autumn
Newsletter. It will be concluded in the next edition.  Ed.



2009 - THE YEAR...

2009 - International Year of Reconciliation
http://iwww.undemocracy.com/generalassembly 61/meeting 56/pg025-bk02#pg025-bk02

2009 - International Year of Natural Fibres http://www.fao.org/es/esc/en/15/320/highlight 322.html

2009 - International Year of Astronomy
hitp://www.astronomy2009.org/

2009 International Year of Astronomy

Two crucial anniversaries in the story of science and religion
occur this year - the 150th anniversary of the publication of
Charles Darwin's On the Origin of Species, and the 400th
anniversary of Galileo Galilei's first glimpse of the universe,
including the "Galilean" moons of Jupiter, through his famous
telescope. No wonder that it has been proclaimed as the
International Year of Astronomy

(see www.astronomy2009.0rq)

Other key dates for your diary in 2009:
Wed, 11 February 2009 World Day of the Sick

Inaugural UN World Day for Social Justice: 20 February 2009
Ash Wednesday: 25 February 2009

Clean Up Australia Day: 1 March 2009
International Women’s Day: 8 March 2009
International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination: 21 March 2009
World Day for Water: 22 March 2009 —theme: “ Transboundary Water’
Easter Sunday: 12 April 2009

Feast of St Joseph the Worker: 1 May 2009

International Day for Families: 15 May 2009

National Sorry Day: 26 May 2009

National Reconciliation Week: 27 May — 3 June

Week of Prayer for Reconciliation: 27 May — 3 June
Reconciliation Sunday/ Pentecost Sunday: 31 May 2009

World Environment Day: 5 June 2009

UN World Refugee Day: 20 June 2009

Feast of St Thomas More, Patron of Politicians: 22 June 2009
International Day in Support of Victims of Torture: 26 June 2009

Aboriginal and Islander Sunday: 5 July 2009 IS G M 28 /¢

National Aboriginal & Islander (NAIDOC) Week: 5 — 12 July 2009
Hiroshima Day: 6 August 2009
Migrant and Refugee Sunday: 30 August 2009
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Social Justice Sunday: 27 September 2009 - theme for 2009 will be “Young People and Justice.”

Feast of St Francis of Assisi, Patron of the Environment: 4 October 2009
Labour Day Public Holiday (SA). 05 October 2009

International Day for the Eradication of Poverty: 17 October 2009
Anti-Poverty Week: 11 — 18 October

United Nations Day: 24 October 2009

Universal Children’s Day: 20 November 2009

World AIDS Day: 1 December 2009

International Day of Persons with Disabilities: 3 Becember 2009
International Human Rights Day10 December 2009

Social Justice Sunday will be celebrated in 2009 on 27 September.
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International Year of Natural Fibres 2009

You are Invited to Celebrate the

International Year of Natural Fibres 2009

NI R 7 S

Where : NC W House 95 South Terrace
Between King William Street and Morphett Street
( Parking at the Rear )

NN

Sunday, 17" MAY 2009, at 1.00 p.m
Light Lunch Provided

When

AR

-. International Year of Natural Fibres 2009

e raise awareness and stimulate demand for natural fibres;

T

@ promote the efficiency and sustainability of the natural fibres
_ industries;
¢ encourage appropriate policy responses from governments to the
problems faced by natural fibres industries;
¢ foster an effective and enduring international partnership among the
various natural fibres industries.

LSS

There will be a display of Items made from Natural Fibres
Come and find out more about the History of Natural Fibres.
Find out, too, why Natural Fibres are Important.

Enquiry : Heather Southcott 82714433 or Sathavy 82651145
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Gold Coin Donation
(to cover the Hall expenses)will be appreciated

PRI

[z ko

i+ b




UNITED NATIONS ASSOCIATION
OF AUSTRALIA

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN DIVISION INC

Telephone: (08) 8226 4141
Fax & AH: (08) 8271 4433

1st Floor Torrens Building
220 Victoria Square

Adelaide SA 5000
Office Fax: (08) 8212 5969

MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL due 1 April 2009
TAX INVOICE ABN 81 005 165 056

Membership Fees — Please indicate category (inclusive of GST)

Individual $3000  ..eeeiiii....
Family $3500 il
Concession $ 1500 ..
Association $30.00 ...
School $30.00 ..
Corporate $6000 ...l
Donation
UNAA Federal levy $ 5.00 $ 5.00

TOTAL S

Cheques should be made payable to UNAA(SA Div).

Name of contact person where appropriate (for organisations)............ccooviiiiiiiiiinnnaan..

I
A D D RESS ..t e e
............................................................................ POSTCODE ........ccvveennn.
TELEPHONE ........ccoevviinnn FAX o [ |
Please forward my Newsletter by Post |:| Email |:|

Also forward UNity by Email |:| Connections (WFUNA) by Email |:|

and UNWire by Email |:| Crisis Group by Email |:|
OFFICE USE ONLY
[] Membership Card L] Newsletter List [] Receipt Written

Please return to: UNAA(SA Div) Inc, 1st Floor Torrens Building, 220 Victoria Square, ADELAIDE SA 5000

Please note: If you joined during the past 3 months you do not need to renew.
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