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DECLARATION OF INTERDEPENDENCE

THIiS WE KNOW
We are the earth, through the plants and animals that nourish us.
We are the rains and the oceans that flow through our veins.
We are the breath of forests of the land, and the plants of the sea.
We are human animals, related to all other life as descendants of the firstborn cell.
We share with these kin a common history, written in our genes.
We share a common present, filled with uncertainty.
And we share a common future, as yet untold.

We humans are but one of thirty million species
Weaving the thin layer of life enveloping the world.
The stability of communities of living things depends upon this diversity.
, ‘ Linked in that web, we are interconnected ~
Using, cleansing, sharing and replenishing the fundamental elements of life,
-Our home, planet Earth, is finite; all life shares its resources and the energy from the sun, and
therefore has limits to growth.
" For the first time, we have touched those limits.
When we compromise the air, the water, the soil and the variety of life,
we steal from the endless future to serve the fleeting present.

THIS WE BELIEVE
Humans have become so numerous and our tools so powerful
That we have driven fellow creatures to extinction, dammed the great rivers,

Torn down ancient forests, poisoned the earth, rain and wind, and ripped holes in the sky.
Our science has brought pain as well as joy; our comfort is paid for by the suffering of
millions.

We are learning from our mistakes, we are mourning our vanished kin,

And we now build a new politics of hope.

We respect and uphold the absolute need for clean air, water and sojl.

We see that eco_nomic activities that benefit the few while shrinking the inheritance of many
are wrong.

And since environmental degradation erodes biological capital forever,
full ecological and social cost must enter all equations of development.

We are one brief generation in the long march of time; the future is not ours to erase.
So where knowledge is limited, we will remember all those who will walk after us,
and err on the side of caution.

THIS WE RESOLVE
All this we know and believe must now become the foundation of the way we live.
At this turning point in our relationship with Earth
-we work for an evolution: from dominance to partnership;
from fragmentation to connection; from insecurity.’

THE Davip Suzuki FOUNDATION

mail@unaasa.orge.au Phone : 088226 4141 Fax 8271 4433

Web : www.unaasa.org.au




From the Editor’s Desk :

Acknowledgement is made to The Australian and Caroline Overington for the “Carers .... “ P3
The Adelaide “Southern Cross” is to be thanked for the Anzac article

“Making a World of Difference” : Author Liz Walsh is acknowledged, with thanks.

For the excellent call to the Banks (Robin Hood aka Tobin Tax) we thank Unitingjustice.

Our Friend Pola Lekstan of SAGFIN and Anna Clements provided “Seeds of the Earth” info.
Some of the Energy/Food Miles data comes from “Factor 4” by Lovins & Weisachre.[superb . ]
Phil Glendenning, of the Edmund Rice Centre for Justice, spoke in Adelaide last month.

Maiden Speeches : The photo and the 3 ‘policies’ come with thanks from the Advertiser. The
House of Assembly speech is from Hansard. It’s a pity that space limited this substantially,
because the issues at stake today with Roxby expansion are such that the counter arguments
invoking logic, justice and morality are essentially the same.
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The Month ThatWas .........

Human Rights Forum : Elder Hall, May 22.

Univad Law Student, Emma Riggs, whom a number of you met at last year’s Dinner, was the
‘energy’ behind this excellent event, which took the form of a ‘semi-debate’ .

Distinguished speakers, Julian Burnside AO QC; Hon Catherine Branson QC; and Senator Anne
McEwen supported the establishment of such an Act. Opposing it were Dr Paul Kelly of The
Australian, and Prof. James Allan of Brisbane.

The people of Adelaide should be grateful for the enterprise shown in getting together such an
eminent group to educate us FREE on such an important issue. PJF

/5/10 Phil Glendenning of Sydney’s Edmund Rice Centre for justice spoke at

59 King W’m St to about 90 people on the current Asylum Seeker issue . He
then took us back to the stories of several who had been rejected and

turned to their countries of origin. In many cases others had to tell the story.
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On Sat. May 8™ in Prospect (Alpha St Gardens) there was a rally protesting
against the Fed. Govt’s backflip on Asylum Seekers. local and migrant
speakers. ’ )

Frid. 9™ A 9am Vigil was held at Parliament Hse steps calling for more
awareness of Domestic Violence and more funding to counteract it. About 110
were in the audience. with speakers from at least three political parties.

* k k *x k *k *x

Catriona Standfield’s Nuclear Energy Mtg at UNISA “What would Einstein say?’;

Dr.Felix P. and David Noonan speakers, with about 55 attendees [21/4/10]
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GETUP AND AVAAZ AND AMNESTY AND OTHER ORGANISATIONS HAVE
CALLED FOR SIGNATURES, DONATIONS AND LETTERS TO PARLIAMENT IN
REGARD TO SEVERAL PRESSING ISSUES LED BY ASYLUM SEEKERS, CLIMATE
CHANGE AND ASPECTS OF HEALTH.(esp. mental health)
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LiZ WALSH

TWO South Australians have been
appointed to top positions in the
United Nations.

But while their battles are poles apart
- one will be fighting for fair working
conditions across the globe and the
other for survival of endangered
species ~ their goals are identical: to
make the world a better place.

Dean of Law at Adelaide University,
Professor Rosemary Owens, has been
appointed to the Comrmittee of Experts
for the UN International Labour Organ-
isation LO). Former chief executive of
SA’s Environment Department, John
Scanlon, is the new Secretary-General
- of the UN’s Convention on Internation-
al Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Flora and Fauna (CITES).

Prof Owens, only the second Austra-
lian selected for the committee of 20
experts, said her appointment meant
she would be part of a group helping
deliver decent working conditions and

fundamental freedoms to millions of
people around the world.

“Sometimes in countries like Austra-
lia, people think that doesn’t mean
much, because they think we have
decent living conditions generally,” she
said. “But it means a huge amount.”

Prof Owens will meet with the other
experts once a year for three weeks in
Geneva, where they will scour the
globe ensuring counfries — including
Australia — are adhering to the conven-
tions of “decent work”.

Prof Owens said the IO targeted
child labour, forced labour, human
trafficking, female equality and free-
dom of association. “Nobody can ignore
what's happening in the rest of the
globe anymore,” she said.

Meanwhile, Mr Scanlon starts his
new role as Secretary-General of
CITES, based in Geneva, tomorrow.

He will head the convention, respon-
sible for ensuring international trade
in species does not endanger them.

He said CITES’s role was topical for

SAME GOALS: South Australians John Scanfon ( Picture: Simon Cross) and,
inset, Rosemary Owens have been appointed to top UN posts.

South Australians because of the re-
cent debate surrounding the over-
fishing of southern bluefin tuna.

“World trade has increased by more
that 30 times since 1950; trade in fish
and fisheries products has increased by
over 50 per cent since the early 1990s;
world population is estimated to reach
nine billion by 2050, and we are seeing
changing consumption habits as pros-
perity increases. CITES is needed more
than ever today.”

For the past three years Mr Scanlon

has been based in Kenya as a top-level
adviser at the UN’s Environment Pro-
gram. He said winning the role was the
realisation of a lifelong dream.

“T've always had the dream of work-
ing internationally, and have been at-
tracted to what the United Nations
stands for,” he said. “A little over 15
years ago now, 1 decided to do what I
could to realise this dream.

“Tt involved some risk, as change
always does, but it was the best thing
1 ever did.”

The best

present of
them all

MOST children can't wait to
be showered with presents
on their birthday. But Ros-
trevor's Georgia Byford
gave that up this year to
help children in Mozam-
bique. Georgia, who re-
cently celebrated her Sth
birthday, asked friends,
family and her teachers at
Magill Primary to make a
donation to the United Na-
tions Children’s Fund in-
stead of giving her a gift.
Georgia said the $300 she
raised would “help other
children because they don't
have as much stuff as me”.
Mother Chris Byford said
Georgia came up with the
idea after seeing a picture
of an African child in a
magazine. ‘‘She would
often ask questions about
where the children’s par-
ents were, and why they
couldn't go to school or just
turmn on the tap and go to 3
the shops (to get fresh food
and water). We are very
proud of her.”

A

BIRTHDAY GIRL; Georgia Byford of Rostrevor raised
$300 for UNICEF in lieu of presents for her Sth birthday.
Picture: Noelle Bobrige wraaszaz




SEEDS OF THE EARTH .... Private or Public Resource?

The following three excerpts are from members of “Gene Ethics”, in response to ‘Seeds of
Discontent’, an article written by Geoff Strong , The Age, 12 May 2010...

(Selection by Pamela)

| am a Derrinallum organic farmer on 1,052 acres growing cereals, oilseeds
and legumes and raising sheep and cattle. | have been farming for 40 years, building on my
knowledge and experience. No-one informed me that GM canola is being grown in my area, as
detailed in your article “Seeds of Discontent’ 12/5/10. My farm’s organic certification could be put at
risk by the planting of GM crops nearby...GM canola seeds and pollen could easily spread into my
property, taking away my choice to grow organic and people’s choice to eat health-giving organic
food. Why has this been allowed?

David Brain

(1 the fo//owing is with rcgard to 5trong’s claims re the safcg of, g/yp/:osa te in the soil)

In Octobcr 2009 France’s }‘lig}‘lcst court ruled that Monsanto lied about the saFctg of its weed ‘d”ing
herbicide KounduP. T he decision confirms an earlier courtjuc]gmcnt in [France Finc]ing that Monsanto had
Fa'sc|3 advertised Koundup as bcing “bioc]cgrac]ch” and that it “left the soil clean”.

JHowever there has been growing evidence of Rounc]uP’s extreme toxicity and Findings that g|3P}‘|osatc-

based hcrbiciclcs are now major Po“utants of rivers and surface waters.

Thisis whg many are now ca”ing on a worldwide ban on g|3phosatc herbicide and GM crops which rc|3 on

its use. Thcg argue that these GM crops and seeds are worse for the environment and could be a real

Prol)|cm. Hclcn Dis|cr, Thc Fatc}'l

Both plant and animal DNA are astoundingly complex. So to think it's possible to shoot a
gene with a gene gun or virally attack it in order to insert a foreign gene and then clone
the result without there being unintended consequences is totally ridiculous.

Since the introduction of GM into the global food supply in the mid 90s, rates of
allergies, infertility, cancer, and immune and digestive system related illnesses have
skyrocketed. It is absurd that 6m crops aren't required to go through rigorous..trials.
The CSIRO's GM pea debacle, where lung damage was caused in mice, should by itself have
led to a global policy change on GM safety testing

Ian Yaretsky, Caulfield

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the National Food Labelling Review. My
biggest concern is with the lack of clear labelling of genetically engineered/modified food.
...until human studies have proved the safety of GM food, I ask that all foods from a GM
source be labelled, whether they are wholefoods, additives, processing aids or highly
processed foods. I believe the present system for labelling GM foods is misleading and
confusing...

Pola Lekstan, Adelaide , who, with Anna Clements, is a spokesperson for S.A.G.F.LN.,

- S.A. Genetic Food Information Network
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10 May 2010

Dear Peter,

Thank you for your support in helping to achieve over 100,000
signatures in the Don’t Palm us Off petition, advocating for fair palm

oil tabelling taws.

This May, Act 4 Nature is asking you to demonstrate your support for
this issue by making an online commitment to switch to palm oil free
soap (or soap containing palm oil from a sustainable sources). Simply

head to the website where you can sign up and find out more

This month's focus

You can help save the
Orang-utan

act4nature.org.au

UnitingJustice Australia has
Jjoined a growing international
movement calling for the
introduction of a tiny tax on
financial transactions — the
Robin Hood Tax.

In late March, UnitingJustice
Australia, along with Jubilee
Australia, World Vision Australia,
Oxfam Australia and Greenpeace
Australia Pacific are among over
a dozen local organisations to
announce their support for the
Robin Hood Tax.

The Robin Hood Tax is a
tiny tax on banks' financial
transactions that could raise
hundreds of billions of dollars
every year. This revenue could
go toward domestic and global
causes, such as achieving
the Millennium Development
Goals and assisting developing
countries to adapt to the
effects of climate change. The
tax would also help to reduce
volatility in financial markets,
as it most strongly effects short
term, speculative transactions.

Globally, it is supported.by
a broad range of community
organisations, including
welfare organisations, aid
and development groups and
churches, and world leaders
such as UK Prime Minister
Gordon Brown and French
President Nicolas Sarkozy.

“Demanding even this
tiny social responsibility tax
will contribute to shifting the
balance of our economy away

nitingjustice calls on banks to

from the relentless pursuit of
profit by a tiny minority and
towards the common good,”
said Rev Elenie Poulos, Nationat
Director of UnitingJustice
Australia.

“The Robin Hood Tax is a
reminder to those who engage in
highly risky, speculative financial
transactions that their behaviour
impacts upon us alt through the
global economy.”

“We are seeking a global
economic system which serves
first the needs of all people and
the planet and we believe the
Robin Hood Tax campaign is one
step towards achieving this.”

One simple way Australians
can do more to fight poverty
and climate change, and to
prevent future financial crises
is to support the Robin Hood
Tax for Australia. Signing up to
the campaign gives people the
opportunity to ask the finance
community to finally start
giving something back.

Signing up is as simple
as visiting the website
www.robinhood.org.au,



Private Arthur Thomas
Walker died serving a
nation that gave him
few rights and plenty of
prejudice.

The 33-year-old
Ngarrindjeri man left
Goolwa in 1915 to join
South Australia’s 10th
battalion.on the shores
of Gallipoli. In 1916 he
was declared missing
in action following the
battle of Mouquet Farm,
in France. His body has
never been found.

Almost 94 years later,
his great-great grand-
son, Anzac Lochowiak,
will honour his sacrifice
when he marches for the
first time in the ANZAC
Day Commemorative
March in Adelaide this
month.

“Itisa huge honour,”
Anzacsaid of the
amotional march on
April 25.

i

Anzac name lives on: Anzac Lochowiak at the North
Terrace National War Memorial where his great-great
Photo: Christian Le Ray

grandfather's name appears.

NPT RevCon !!!

The P5 vs. The World

Which, being translated, comes out
as Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
Review Conference concluding this
very day (28/5/10) in New York -
the most URGENT meeting perhaps

ever held.

(See elsewhere in the N-L for a Progress (?) Report)

The eight-year-old
Rostrevor College
student will be wearing
replicas of his great-
great grandfather’s
service medals when he
marches.

He represents
five generations of
Walker men subse-
gquently named Anzac in
Private Walker’s honour.

ANZAC Day
Committee chair Bill

Denny AM described
Private Walker’s
sacrifice as “extraordi-
nary”. He said Private
Walker was among the
first and the oldest men
to volunteer for World
War L.

He represents an
unknown number of
indigenous soldiers who
left their families and
their land to fight for a
country which, at the
time, had yet to award
them full citizenship
rights.

“This man displayed
the true ANZAC spirit
and a love of country
which went far beyond
what could have been
expected at the time,”
said Mr Denny.

“His example
digplayed a genuine
spirit of reconciliation
and an enormous sense
of forgiveness.”

Anzac’s father,
recently appointed
chairman of the

Aboriginal Catholic
Advisory Council John
Lochowiak, and Anzac’s
brothers Jacob and
Mihail will walk by his
gide at the 2010 ANZAC
Day march.

Mr Lochowiak said
he was expecting to feel
overwhelmed on the day.

“We will be able to
acknowledge what he
(Private Walker) did,
and carry on the ANZAC
spirit he was so proud
of,” he said.

“Being true to the
ANZAC tradition is
very important in our
family.”

Mr Lochowiak will
be speaking about his
great grandfather’s
history at the Aboriginal
Commemorative Service
on May 28 as part of
Reconciliation Week.

& This article first
appeared in the April
issue of The Southern
Cross.




SPIRITS CANNOT REST SO FAR FROM HOMIE . ... smh13/3/10

[Following are excerpts from a Tim Elliott SMH article researched by Tayissa Barone]
Bureaucracy and indifference make for slow going in repatriating Aboriginal remains.

In the late 1800s, explorer Harry Stockdale collected four ‘drinking skulls’ and passed them
on to a Museum linked to Oxford University. The Ngarrindjeri people want them back. “Only
family had the right to possess those skulls” says Uncle Tom Trevorrow. “Now we want to
get them back to country and rebury them. If we don’t, their spirits won’t rest, and bad
things will happen in our lands and our waters”

Efforts to repatriate the skulls have so far been spectacularly unsuccessful. A
delegation of Ngarrindjeri elders sent to Oxford in 2008 was first told that the skulls

were "objects", and as such were not covered by the museum's policy on human
remains.

"Then we were told that the items were very valuable,” Major Sumner, a Ngarrindjeri
elder, says. "We were told that that they had been at the museum for a long time,
that they were taking good care of them and they wanted to keep them."

A second delegation, last year, got a better reception, leaving Sumner and his fellow
elders with the impression that all was on track. But in a curious turnaround, the Pitt

Rivers Museum now says that it has never received any request for the return of the
skulls.

The story of the skulls is in many ways a case study of everything that is wrong with
the repatriation of indigenous human remains, a slow process that has been made
even slower by endless obfuscation, bureaucratic dead-ends and cultural
indifference.

It's thought there are still about 1000 indigenous human remains held by institutions
overseas, including in Italy, Germany, France, Poland, the Czech Republic, Sweden,

South Africa and the US. But the bulk of the remains - about 600 items - are in
Britain.

These remains were collected by explorers and anthropologists between 1788 and
1948, in what most Aborigines consider a glorified grave-robbing campaign, when
bodies and body parts were plucked from trees and ripped from riverbanks, dug up
from burial sites and stolen from hospitals, asylums and prisons.

The zoologist Eric Mjoberg, who led the first Swedish expedition into the Kimberley
in 1910, was known to follow Aborigines holding ceremonies, only to later raid their
sites, smuggling the remains out of Australia as "kangaroo bones". Publication of
Mjoberg's diaries, in which he describes "skeleton hunting" and depicts Aborigines
as cannibals, outraged Swedes, and led to the voluntary return of 18 boxes of bones
by Stockholm's Museum of Ethnography in 2004.

Efforts to retrieve remains began 25 years ago, when the Tasmanian Aborigine and
lawyer Michael Mansell secured the return of nine skulls from Paris, where they had
been displ_{:}yed‘ "When we went to the University of Edinburgh, for

example, we had expected t> find 50 remains,” Weatherall says. "By the time we left
we had found 300."

Since then, repatriation has been patchy, to say the least. Some museums, such as
the University of Edinburgh, have repatriated all the Aboriginal remains they held;
others, like the Pitts River Museum and London's Natural History Museum, have
been less forthcoming. The latter, whose collection of Aboriginal remains includes a
dried head, 124 skulls, and about 20 skeletons (five of which have names and
addresses), has strenuously opposed repatriation.

The museum finally agreed to return to the Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre several

sets of remains in 2006 - including those of an Aboriginal woman who had been shot
by a white settler and later decapitated - but only after a legal battle during which the
centre was represented by the human rights lawyer Geoffrey Robertson.

T Contributed by Rosemary McKay



ENERGY. EIECTRICITY. WE ARE SPOINT . ...

Remember how helpless you felt the last time a storm knocked out
power to your home? No heat. No air conditioning. No light when you flipped the switch.

Now consider the more than 1.5 billion people who live every day without access to electricity. Twice
that number lack modern fuels for cooking or heating. In the poorest nations, this lack of access to basic
energy services thwarts sustainable development, halts progress in agriculture and health, and
entrenches poverty.

In response, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon last week embraced recommendations delivered by his
high-level Advisory Group on Energy and Climate Change to work toward universal access to energy
and reduce energy intensity 40 percent by 2030.

This means connecting billions of people to clean, reliable, and affordable energy services while also
producing more goods with less energy - a crucial combination for spurring economic growth and
achieving the Millennium Development Goals.

Here are a few examples of the benefits of expanded access to modern fuels and technologies:

« Farmers can pump water for irrigation, transport fertilizer, and mechanically till their fields to
achieve higher food yields.

*  Where families own livestock, they can use animal dung to produce biogas for cooking.

e Solar technologies can be installed on rooftops to provide electricity and hot water, even in
locations where the electrical grid does not reach.

* More efficient, cleaner-burning stoves can reduce the amount of wood that households must
gather each day, protecting forests and saving lives. (More than 1.5 million people die every
year of illnesses caused by smoke inhalation.)

Figure 11 Thirty- “FOOD MILES”  Our foods often travel, in whole
five hundred kilo- . ,
metres is the aver- or in part, vast distances from plain to plate’. | see

distance trav- ' _
Z}glzd ;,Sy a straw- Californian oranges on sale in SA Green-groceries!
berry yoghurt made

The energy wastage is great, and avoidable . . ..

in Stuttgart, Ger-
many. It is not, of
course, the finished
cup of yoghurt it-
self that travels this
extraordinary dis-
tance; rather, most
of the distance is
accounted for by
the materials and
ingredients that
have to be shipped
to the dairy manu-
Jfacturer in the first
place. The jour-
neys of the supplies
to the suppliers add

another 4,500 kil-

meitres.

(After BOgE) —— Supplier - Manufactruer =——— Supplier’s area .--(:.)
e Supplier — Supplier — Manufacturer to distributor from — o
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Deported asylum seekers unsafe in Sri Lanka: refugee
advocate

Published: May 20, 2010

Edmund Rice Centre director Phil Glendenning, who recently returned from Sri Lanka, said Sri Lankan
authorities took the view that any Tamil who fled the country had to be a sympathiser of the defeated Tamil
Tigers.

This made the situation unsafe for returned asylum seekers,
Glendenning said.

If Singhalese, the person was regarded as a traitor, he said in a
statement reported by AAP.

"On our most recent visit we found that all asylum seekers
returned to Sri Lanka in recent months are handed over to the

CID, the Sri Lankan police, and taken into custody," he said,
according to the report in the Sydney Morning Herald.

Phil Glendenning

"Some are detained, some have been assaulted. One man who is
still in jail has lost the hearing in one ear given the severity of
the assault he suffered, and another has received damage to his sight.

"We hold grave concerns for the ongoing safety of these people, and of all deported asylum seekers to Sri
Lanka. The absence of war there does not mean peace."”

Mr Glendenning said he welcomed comments from Immigration Minister Chris Evans urging caution over

returning asylum seekers connected to the Tamil Tigers.

"However, based on our experience, similar reservations need to be extended to all those who left Sri Lanka

by unauthorised means."

The refugee advocate says by returning these people, Australia has breached its refugee obligations, ABC
reports.

"Under Australian refugee law, it is a breach of the law to return people to danger, to re-foul people and we
believe that has happened,” he said.

Peace cannot be kept by force.
It can only be achieved by understanding.
( A. Einstein )

When you talk, you repeat what you already know;
when you listen, you often learn something.
(J.Sparks)

The hope for peace and justice in this world comes only
from the tireless crusade of the common citizen.
9. ( Jose Ramos Horta )



MAIDEN SPEECHES .....

Two SA Parl’t Maiden Speeches have come across the
UNAA Desk this week - separated by years but linked by
passion.

UNAA (sa) joins with all South Australians in congratulating Ms Kelly Vincent on her
accession to the Upper House in the SA Parliament.

Ms Vincent admitted in her maiden Parliamentary address that she was the
“Quintessential accidental politician” before paying tribute to her former Leader, Dr. Paul
Collier RIP, whose place she was taking.

Kelly Vincent before delivering her maiden speech in Parliament noted that she had come
a long way in a short time from “running a disability rights movement from my bedroom”.
She stressed how important it was for the disability community to have one of its own in
the House.

“l can earn your trust, and | do not doubt that, more often than not, | will earn your
criticism” she told her colleagues.

it's happening. Climate change
is the planet’s way of letting us

know we needtogiveit . e
something back. It's high time = : Luria
we listened to it. “To me, asking awoman to go

out of the house without her

T2 hey ‘ burga s like-asking me to go
terrorism without my wheelchair. it would
The irony of the words war . bemaking people prisonersin
against terrorism. That's all I'd their own home.

like to say.

Datley halpe fure pant MP John HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY  8June, 1982

) (1) ‘If we do not supply uranium, someone else will’.
Mrs SOUTHCOTT (Mitcham): Thank you, Mr Speaker. This is the same argument used by heroin pushers

I am also aware of the tradition that I should not be
controversial when making a maiden speech, but, being
forced to make my maiden speech on the subject of Roxby
Downs, I feel that it will be difficult not to be controversial.
Indeed, I must begin by commenting on a remark made by
the member for Hanson, when he referred to Professor
Beckmann, who was introduced to us yesterday at the meet- . . . .
ing as having no particular interest in the mining of uranium imagine any nation (especially an underdeveloped

despite the fact that he was brought to Australia by the nation) spending the vast amounts of moncy on
Chamber of Mines. the war necessary to acquire the limited stocks of

uranium in Australia, especially since they are
unlikely to have the expertise to get it and use it
even if they won such a war. In any case, nuclear
power is too expensive for Third World countries,
where most people do not even have electricity; it
would lead to dependency on foreign technicians,
fuel and capital.

(3) ‘The State will benefit from the huge royalties and
the massive employment’. That is utter rubbish, as
reference to clauses in the Bill relating to royalties
shows. How many people are employed at Hon-
eymoon or Mary Kathleen, or any other sophisti-
cated mining venture?

(4) ‘We will not sell it to countries unless they promise
to use it only for peaceful purposes’. And when
they do not, what do we do? International safe-
guards cannot be enforced. Even the pro-nuclear
advocate, Sir Ernest Titterton, in 1974, called the

10 non-proliferation treaty ‘a worthless and ineffective

to justify their ugly activities, and it is no more
valid a reason here than in that case.

(2) ‘If we do not supply it, the people who want it will
invade us to get it’. If the first is true (that is, there
are plenty of other suppliers), then this does not
apply. If it is not true, it is still impossible to

Last night I heard the same gentleman comment on tel-
evision that we should proceed to mine uranium at Roxby
Downs as quickly as possible. The first reason he gave was
that the price for yellowcake was high. I can assure the
honourable member opposite that the Australian Democrats
do not accept the fact of possible profit to the joint venturers
as the basis for decision on this issue.

I would like to preface my remarks by commenting on
the statement by the Minister that there were few submissions
from local non-government bodies or individuals. I do not
find this surprising (as the Minister did) in the light of the
clear statement before the indenture Bill was referred to the
select committee that the Government and the joint venturers
would not accept amendments to the indenture. 1 would
like to begin by making a personal statement on my position
on the concept of the mining of uranium at Roxby Downs.
It is a far bigger issue than just an economic deal between
a State Government and mining companies.



Marching for Peace in New York City John Dear.

They say the peace movement is dead. It's hard to argue against that

when so few speak out against our two wars, and when so many

peace organizations are cutting back, laying off staff, and struggling

to make ends meet. But if you were in New York City this past

weekend, you would have seen the movement is alive and well. Some 15,000 converged at the
opening of the Non-Proliferation Treaty Review conference at the United Nations.

We gathered in a spirit of nonviolence in Times Square (only 12 hours after a car bomb nearly blew up
the block). Police by the hundreds formed a menacing presence around us. We sang songs, chanted
slogans, reconnected with friends, held banners, and set off for a long walk across mid-town to the
U.N.'s Dag Hammerskold Plaza.

Holding the march together was the Japanese contingent —- some 1,800 peacemakers freshly arrived
from Japan. They humbied the rest of us. They were of all ages, dressed in their best, bearing signs
and banners. And to a person, every one of them, smiling, gracious and focused, fully aware of the
urgent need for nuclear disarmament. | enjoyed greeting as many as | could.

it was also striking to see the large number of religious women. In these days of male derical abuse
and cover up — and the Vatican's harassments of women's orders — it amazed me to see so many
smiling sisters walking afong, their chins up, and their focus where it should be: on the urgent need
for nudear disarmament. These great women stop at nothing.

At the plaza, we heard the stories of several Hibakusha —~ aged atomic bomb survivors from Nagasaki
and Hiroshima , many bearing their wounds to this day. Seeing them aiways cuts me to the heart.

Monday morning, as the U.N. conference began —~ with Secretary of State Hilary Clinton stepping up to
the lectern not to speak for nuclear disarmament but to stir the embers of war with Iran ~ a hundred of
us gathered in nearby Grand Central Station, just as morning rush hour got underway. And there we
participated in a series of nonviolent public actions for nuclear disarmmament.

During rush hour, thousands pass through the station every few minutes, and in the midst of the great
bustle, several dozen gathered in the center of the main hall, and marched around the tall clock,
carrying placards. "Nuclear Disarmament Begins with US.V"

After a while, dozens of others appeared and handed out leaflets to passers-by. Some took the leaflets,
others refused. Others mumbled a few choice words under their breath. Friends expected to be
arrested, but police just stood back and let it happen. More than 2,000 leaflets were distributed.

Then, around 2 a.m., several other friends appeared on the second floor balcony overlooking the main
hall and unfurlied a banner that reached to the floor. “Talk Less, Disarm More.” “Nuclear Weapons =
Terrorism” The police saambled up the stairs and hauled the miscreants away. We below applauded
their daring witness. ’

And so it went. A proliferation of witnesses. A police officer yelied into the phone strapped to his
shoulder: “They seem to be all over the place.” Indeed, we were everywhere. War Resisters League,
Peace Action, the Catholic Worker, Think Qutside the Bomb, Physidans for Social Responsibility, Pax
Christi.

L2

Non-Proliferation Treaty Review conferences have taken place every five years since the treaty to
curtail and nudear weapons was signed in 1270 by 189 nations. The last meeting, in 2005, ended with
a whimper. No agreement, no mutual commitment. When nations give agreement serious
consideration, the U.5. always seems to scuttie the process. Which is why more and more of us need to
take to the streets and raise our voices.

Carers shouldn’t have to ask for help

CAROLINE OVERINGTON
THE WRY SIDE

THIS column is called Wry Side.
As such, it’s meant to be wry, asin
dry, sardonic, comedic (and then,
once aweek, we also publish Imre,
mostly to humour him, not you).
My best efforts have generally
been stolen from somebody else
and this week is no exception, be-
cause surely there was nf)thing S0

dry as the letter put out by the

Carers Alliance on Sunday (and
read out, on networked stations
across Australia, by broadcaster
Alan Jones on Monday).

The letter notes that carers —
in particular, the creaking elderly
who take care of their own pro-
foundly disabled children, many
of whom are also adults but who
have to be helped into their cloth-
es by ageing, and yet still devoted
mums, and sat down on the toilet
and wiped by greying, but still
gentle fathers — have heard
Kevin Rudd going on about fair-
ness. We're a fair country, he says.
Webelievein a fair go, for all Aus-
tralians.

Carers couldn’t be more de-
lighted and so they've put forward
a modest claim, for a better deal.

Here’s what they want: a statutory
70-hour week. That’s right. No
more getting up three times a
night for 83-year-old mother to
take her 54-year-old Down syn-
drome son to the toilet, every
night, for 54 years until she’s de-
mented or dead.

Also, two weeks paid annual
leave. Not four weeks, like the av-
erage person gets, but two weeksa
year where they wouldn't have to
change the nappies of adult
daughter with cerebral palsy, or
quell the screams of a giant son in
pain, but would be able to goto a
nice little motel somewhere,
maybe have a bite to eat in a sea-
side pub, knowing that their
grown-up disabled children were
also somewhere safe, and
stimulating.  {{
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Then, too, they’d like a statu-
tory retirement age of 70. As it
stands, they have to work until
their own weakened frames give
out (but never their hearts; they
just stay broken) or their minds
begin to falter, at which point, the
government normally pressures a
sibling to step up, before finally
finding an entirely unsuitable
aged-carebed, on award with Alz-
heimer’s patients.

And that’s not all. They’d also
like all disabled people, including
children, to have a legal right to
equipment, such as a wheelchair,
and maybe even a hoist, to help
them outofbed.

It's an outrageous joke, obvi-
ously. Not the claim. No, the fact
that they even haveto ask.
www.twitter.com/overingtonc



Helping the WORLD’S REFUGEES

‘AUSTRALIA FOR UNHCR’

On April 15" several of our UNAA C’tee, together with other
invitees, were treated to a fine Presentation on the work of the UN
High Commission for Refugees by Ms Maureen Collins, Devel’t
Manager.

This international aid agency, established 10 years ago, raises support for UNHCR’s
humanitarian work — never-ending , with 42million refugees and displaced people
worldwide. Since the conflict started in Darfur in 2003, 250,000 refugees — mostly women
and children - are being hosted by UNHCR in 12 refugee camps providing emergency
support and relief

Maureen, an award-winning photographer, recently brought back pictures of refugees she
met and befriended while on an official visit to four of these camps. The local populace is
very, very poor, with water and firewood scarce. An education program to countey, inter
alia, epilepsy, has been introduced, and of course schools set up for the children. In
general, women are the leaders - a big proportion of the men having been killed and
those who survived too old or sick to flee.

Because of her education, background, connections and photographic publishing career
Maureen Collins could be living a life of ease {managing, eg , an upper-ciass Polo-Club, as
she had done in a ‘previous life’l) She has chosen instead to make the world a better
place in line with the UNHCR 10™ Anniversary Theme : “AUSTRALIANS. MAKING A
WORLD OF DIFFERENCE”

Our Office now has Broadband Internet

During January we were very pleased to welcome a broadband connection for Email
(~ooreeznen oo~ o) and Internet access in our office. This is a very generous gift from
Internode. A UNAA(SA Div} member, Ryan Kris has assisted us over recent years with our web
page, and the internet part of the Silent Auction at the UN Day Dinner. He asked his employer,
Internode whether they would be willing to support us with a broadband connection. Late last

year we were very pleased to be told that as part of their support for non-profit organisations they
would provide with our broadband facility free of charge. This is a most generous gift which is
already saving time and trouble in downloading email and gleaning information from the internet.

During the Christmas-New Year break Ryan came in and installed it. Thank you Ryan, and thank
you internode.

John Crawford.

The hope for peace and justice in this world comes only
from the tireless crusade of the common citizen.
( Jose Ramos Horta )
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