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Editor’s Note
The UNAA (SA) Committee is grateful to our Member Rosemary McKay for stepping in to the Editor’s
role for the September Equinox edition of the Newsletter – and for the professional result!
Likewise thanks is due to Ron Hall for again printing our publication … a big saving of time for those of
us who work in the Office with a reliable but small photo-copier.
For the December issue, we will again have the services of a new Editor – this time not of our regular
team, but truly a “Guest Editor”, all the way from Berlin! Ms Julia Tenner has been working with us for
several weeks and has bravely agreed to take on this work. You, the readers, will benefit from a fresh
editing slant. I shall let Julia introduce herself.
Peter Faulkner (Regular Editor)

Dear Reader,
I’m a 25years old girl from Dresden, Germany. This summer I finished my studies
of psychology at the Free University of Berlin. After traveling through Europe and
the USA in the last years I wanted to discover another part of the world and so I
decided to come to Australia. I also wanted to gain work experience in a field of
huge interest of mine: politics. In the last couple of years I was already able to
have a look into German politics, while attending an internship with the Research
Service in the German Bundestag. I also had the chance to have an insight in
European politics, while attending seminars in the European Parliament and the
NATO in Brussels. In coming to Adelaide to work with the UNAA SA Division I’m
now trying to have a look behind the curtain of another major world organization.
My first impression of Australia was a shocking cold and wet spring, which was not really the picture
all the backpackers in Europe paint, while talking about hot and sunny Australia. But next to this
Australia matches a lot of the views, we in Europe have about it: the country as well as the distances
are huge, the people are extremely welcoming, incredible nice and very interested in foreigners, the
weather is (mostly) hot and sunny and the beaches are fabulous. Things that surprised and amazed
me in my first month in Australia where the absolute positive way of thinking and the relaxed way of
living, as well as the honor of the elderly (free bus system for elder people, a lot of elderly volunteers
doing important community work,…). I was also truly amazed about how much Australian pupils
already know about the UN when I attended the School’s Day Forum – an introduction to pupils into
the UN organized by the UNYA (UN Youth South Australia)!
I hope you enjoy this December Issue of the UNAA Newsletter. I wish you all a merry Christmas and a
happy New Year!

Julia Tenner

What’s to come?
2nd of December ‐ International Day for the Abolition of Slavery
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Although it sounds like something that was going on in the past centuries, slavery still exists
nowadays. Even today children, women and men around the world are forced to suffer a life as
slaves.
These days we might not call it Slavery, but the conditions are the same. Thereby the types of slavery
vary in their form and affect people of all ages, race and sex. It contains e.g. from men who are
forced to bonded labor after taking (or being tricked into taking) a loan, women who are forced into
prostitution, women and girls who have to endure a life of servitude in a forced marriage, children
who have to work in unhealthy conditions, people who are traded and sold with the purpose of
forcing them into slavery conditions and many, many more. A slave is thereby often forced to work
(through mental or physical threat), owned or controlled by an 'employer' (usually through mental or
physical abuse or threatened abuse), dehumanized, treated as a commodity or bought and sold as
'property', physically constrained or has restrictions placed on his/her freedom of movement. Since
1948 slavery is prohibited by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 1956 UN
Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade and Institutions and Practices
Similar to Slavery.
J.T.

UN GIFT
The United Nations Global Initiative to Fight Human Trafficking (UN GIFT) was conceived to
promote the global fight on Human Trafficking, on the basis of international agreements reached at
the UN. To date, 140 parties have signed the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in
Persons especially Women and Children, which supplements the Palermo Convention against
transnational organised crime.
UN GIFT was launched in March 2007 by the International Labour Organisation
(ILO), the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), the
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime (UNODC), the International Organisation for Immigration (IOM), and
the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).
UN GIFT was made possible by a grant of the United Arab Emirates and has
since received additional support from the Governments of Australia, Austria,
Belgium, Canada and Switzerland as well as UNICEF, the United Nations
Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), the United Nations Development
Program (UNDP), the United Nations Fund for International Partnerships and
public donations.
UN GIFT works with all stakeholders – governments, business, academia, civil society and the media –
to support each other’s work, create new partnerships and develop effective tools to fight human
trafficking. The global initiative is based on a simple principle: human trafficking is a crime of such
magnitude and atrocity that it cannot be dealt with successfully by any government alone. This global
problem requires a global, multi‐stakeholder strategy that builds on national efforts throughout the
world. To pave the way for this strategy, stakeholders must coordinate efforts already underway,
increase knowledge and awareness, provide technical assistance; promote effective rights‐based
responses, build capacity of state and non‐state stakeholder; foster partnerships for joint action; and
above all, ensure that everybody takes responsibility for this fight.
Ron Hall

10th of December – Human Rights Day and Nobel Peace Prize

This year’s 10th of December marks an important date for even two events: the Human Rights Day
and the Nobel Peace Prize Award Ceremony!
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Nobel Peace Prize Award
On December 10 the Nobel Peace Prize 2011 is granted in a ceremony in the Oslo City Hall. This
year’s prize was awarded jointly to Liberian President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Liberian peace
activist Leymah Gbowee and Tawakkul Karman, a journalist and pro‐democratic activist from
Yemen, "for their non‐violent struggle for the safety of women and for women’s rights to full
participation in peace‐building work".
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Africa’s first female President has
spent the past five years working to bring democratic
peace and stability to Liberia. Thereby one of her biggest
goals has been mandatory free elementary schooling for all
children.
Liberian peace activist Leymah Gbowee is the executive
director of the Ghana‐based NGO Women Peace and
Security Network Africa and a founding member of the
Women in Peacebuilding program.
Tawakkul Karman is the head of Yemens human‐rights organization Women Journalists without
Chains and has been central to organizing Yemen’s protest movement.
United Nations Secretary‐General Ban Ki‐moon hailed the Nobel Peace Prize committee‘s
decision, saying that the laureates are “three inspirational women of uncommon courage and
commitment” and that the “recipients demonstrate the vital role that women play in advancing
peace and security, boosting development and securing human
rights around the globe”.

Human Rights Day
More than 60 years ago it was the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, which first recognized what have become
nowadays worldwide collective values: human rights are intrinsic
to everybody and the concern of the whole international community. Therefore Human
rights are rights inherent to all human beings, regardless of what’s their nationality, religion,
sex, colour, language, place of residence, national or ethnic origin, or any other status.
Secretary‐General Ban Ki‐moon stated that “the Human Rights are the foundation of
freedom, peace, development and justice ‐ and the heart of the work of the United Nations
around the world”. The picture shows Eleanor Roosevelt, who became the first chairperson
of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights and played an instrumental role in
drafting the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948.
J.T.

21st of February ‐ International Mother Language Day
Languages, with their complex implications for identity, communication, social integration,
education and development, are of strategic importance for mankind. They are a reflection
of our cultures, beliefs, collective memory and values. This makes them also an essential
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component of our identities and living heritage. Yet, about half of some 6,000 languages
spoken today are in danger of disappearing by the end of this century.
Last year the UNESCO’s Endangered Languages Programme published the 2010 edition of
the UNESCO’s Atlas of the World’s Languages in Danger. It lists 2473 endangered
languages, and states that worldwide there are: 178 Languages with between 10 and 50
speakers, 146 Languages with fewer than 10 speakers, 577 critically endangered languages
and that 230 Languages have become extinct since 1950.
Regarding Australia this means that out of the 108 Languages spoken:
17 Languages are vulnerable
13 are definitely endangered
30 are severely endangered

42 critically endangered
6 are extinct

(most children speak the language, but it may be restricted to certain
domains (e.g., home))
(children no longer learn the language as mother tongue in the
home)
(language is spoken by grandparents and older generations;
while the parent generation may understand it, they do not speak it
to children or among themselves)
(the youngest speakers are grandparents and older, they speak the
language partially and infrequently)
(there are no speakers left)

More information about the UNESCO’s Atlas of the World’s Languages in Danger can be
found at: http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/cultural‐diversity/languages‐and‐
multilingualism/endangered‐languages/

Some may not be aware of the Annual Service, on UN Day, October 24th, at the
War Memorial commemorating Australian participation in global Peace-keeping
and Humanitarian Operations.
339 Australian Servicemen under UN Command died in the
Korean War – ’50 to ‘54
About 30 have died since – in Cyprus, East Timor, The Solomons and Nias
Islands (Indonesia) from e.g. Murder (1); Motor Vehicle Accident (3); Mines (2);
Diving accident (2); Fall (1); Air-crash (10)
************
From 2012, the event will be held on the newly instituted
th
PEACEKEEPERS’
What has been? DAY, September 14 .

Solar energy rolls through Australia

5

October 16th marked the start of the 2011 Veolia World Solar Challenge, a 3000Km solar‐
powered car race through the Australian Outback from Darwin to Adelaide.
With increasingly scarce resources worldwide, rising oil prices every year and the striving for
a better use of renewable energies, the Veolia World Solar Challenge is all about energy
management and energy efficiency. Thus 90% of the car’s energy must come from the sun or
be recovered from the kinetic energy of the vehicle. Therefore two years of hard work,
development, engineering, construction and design lie behind the crews, most of which are
fielded by universities from around the world. This year’s car race challenged 37 teams from
20 countries for example from Europe, India,
USA or Iran.
With an increasing number of visitors, media
coverage, competitors, participating
universities and partaking companies every
time, the Solar Challenge stands for the growing
interest in solar energy worldwide. For the solar
energy sector it marks a driving force in the
development of renewable energies, as for the
attendants it’s the adventure of a lifetime.
J.T.

What of the CARBON FOOTPRINT associated with the WSC ?
This is a very complex issue: Two things are certain.
a. The actual competition event – Darwin to Adelaide – generated negligible Carbon
Brilliant! 39 vehicles, 3000 km.
b. The transportation of these cars and teams from their home base to Australia and
back exacted a heavy toll on the footprint.
c. Support vehicles, Officials’ and fans’ cars, again a heavy footprint.

So what’s to boast about? This is an event that has its benefit in the long term.
Since 1987, technology developed from Solar Challenge innovations has been taken up by
the Auto and other industries, such that mainstream vehicles, “hybrids”, plug‐ins, etc., are
more than mere novelties now.

Huge savings in transport energy are underway…..

DARWIN SOUTH . . . . .
WORLD Solar Challenge: (Ho hum … we had that in 2009 …)
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P.F.

That seems to have been the attitude taken by our local media: “Give them a photo – a tired
young female driver alighting from her Team Car at Victoria Square, or one of the Podium
Teams disporting themselves in the Fountain”. Don’t let us waste copy space on frivolous
matters like this. Get to the important stuff like diets, fashion and the Crows’ ’12 lineup!
By any standards, this Solar Challenge is a mighty event! In distance, in organisation, in
stamina required, in teamwork, the Darwin to Adelaide is unsurpassed. 39 teams from 20
countries! And a team could consist of 25 or more people ‐ predominantly young men and
women.
There is a story in every ‘tent’ today (23.10.) in Victoria Square: Take the Bochum BO GT ‐
the only two‐seater among the 40 odd contestants. (The German lads invited me to the
driver’s seat). This vehicle will take a 40* plus incline. It’s going home via Sydney and Darwin!
The TAFE (SA) car was the only 3‐seater listed and looked more like a ‘normal’ car than any
other. This “Solar Spirit” was made by students from 7 faculties fully integrated with the
curriculum. The Belgians have been competitive over the years, but 2011 saw them slapped
with an 8 hour penalty for replacing parts! Tough umpires!
In 1987 G.M’s Sunraycer won averaging 67 kph. In 2009 Japan’s Tokai Uni won at 100.54!
The Dutch and Japanese have been most successful in recent years with 6 Gold medals in
total. But victory is not the big issue: competing and getting to the finish line in spite of
Camels, Kangaroos, Cattle, bush‐fires (2011), strong gusts, and cloud… that’s the issue. Had
you been at the finish on Saturday afternoon, you would have seen Turkey’s “Socrat”
narrowly pip “Seraaj” of Saudi Arabia, with Chile’s “Eolian” pressing them. How many of us
would have thought when this venture began in 1987 that one day these three countries
would have vehicles to
represent them in the great
W.S.C. 24 years later?
The animated camaraderie
over the weekend in “Pit
Lane” was reward enough for
those of us who might not
have been Physics whizzes.
P.F.

Are You For or Against? [Coal Seam Gas] PJF
The Hawke Building – UNISA – at the Western end of North Terrace, is the venue for many
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a Debate/ Discussion/ Forum.
One such was held on September 27. What a mixture of participants! Miners, “Experts”,
Politicians, Farmers, Environmentalists, Geologists and “GetUps”.
***************
CSG is a complex issue, and we can’t delve into all the issues here. The safe extraction task
requires knowledge of the Hydrology, Geology, and soil type … inter alia.
Hydraulic Fracturing, “Fracking”, opens up in both coal and rock micro cracks to allow
passage of gas. Fine sand in the (often salty) water helps to keep the passages open. If,
when the fracking fluid gets into an aquifer, the chemicals (up to 30 have been used!) can
contaminate that aquifer making it unsuitable for domestic and stock purposes. Gas wells
pierce all geologic layers. Chemical reactions between the (mainly Methane) gas, the
chem. additives, and the soil have caused strong odours around wells. A big worry – where
will all the brine end up? Or the salt evaporite? An even bigger worry: piercing an aquifer
(especially if it happens to be the Great Artesian Basin! … Calamity!)

SO, WHAT TO DO?
Learn more about CSG. Discuss it.
Call for a moratorium on well‐drilling.
Insist on an evaluation of each project site by a competent Science Team.
Give landholders more say as to what goes on in their land.
Legislate for compensation where that is called for.

N.B. The CSG argument is predicated on the
“Gas is better than Coal” argument, but IS IT?
When one adds in all the energy expended in
the well/pipe construction phase?
P.F.

World is nearing climate point of no
return, IEA says
The last real chance to combat climate change
could be "lost forever" within the next five years if countries
continue to build power plants, factories and buildings dependent on
fossil fuels, according to the International Energy Agency, which
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has completed the most thorough analysis yet of world energy infrastructure. The analysis, published
on the 9th November 2011, projects that the entire carbon budget -- in which global emissions of
carbon dioxide must be held to no more than 450 parts per million in order to stay below 2 degrees
Celsius of warming -- will be used up by 2017.

Australia sets a good example
On the 8th of November the Australian Senate passed a controversial law to impose a price on carbon
emissions. Environmentalist and Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Al Gore commented this as following:
“This is a historic moment. Australia’s Parliament has put the nation’s first carbon price into law. With
this vote, the world has turned a pivotal corner in the collective effort to solve the climate crisis. This
success is the result of the tireless work of an unprecedented coalition that came together to support
the legislation, the leadership of Prime Minister Gillard, and the courage of legislators to take a vote
that helps to safeguard the future of all Australians. I have spent enough time in Australia to know
that their spirit of independence as a people cannot be underestimated. As the world’s leading coal
exporter, there’s no doubt that opposition to this legislation was fierce. But through determination
and commitment, the voice of the people of Australia has rung out loud and clear. Today we
celebrate. Tomorrow, we do everything we can to ensure that this legislation is successful.”

Nuclear Phase‐Out after Fukushima
Eight month after the catastrophic incident in Fukushima, a number of European
countries have revised their policies regarding nuclear power. Countries like Belgium,
Germany, Austria and Switzerland have decided to phase‐out nuclear power within the
next decades. The dreadful reminder of what can go wrong with nuclear reactors led for
example the German government to shut down all of the 17 nuclear power plants, which
right now supply one‐third of Germany’s electricity, by 2022. Similarly, Switzerland just recently
abandoned plans to build new nuclear reactors and will gradually phase out its existing plants when
they reach the end of their normal life spans (between 2020 – 2035). Other anti‐nuclear countries
are Greece, Ireland, Latvia, Portugal, Norway, Italy in Europe and Australia, New Zealand, Venezuela,
Israel and Malaysia around the globe. Also the Japanese government has announced a gradual
phase‐out by decommissioning reactors at the end of their life spans and not building new ones.
Nevertheless one has to say that the nuclear catastrophe in Fukushima has generated different
reactions in other nations as well. France for example, which relies not only on nuclear power for a
vast majority (about 80%) of its electricity, but is also a major exporter of nuclear technology, has
reaffirmed its commitment to nuclear power and its 58 nuclear power plants. The same has to be
said about the USA, which is currently home to the world’s largest reactor fleet and is not showing
any sign of reducing or shutting down any power plants. Skeptics, who are against a fully phase‐out
of the countries say, that those countries will be even more dependent on fossil fuels and imports
from other (nuclear energy producing) countries and that thus electricity will be more expensive and
polluting in the future. On the other hand are those phase‐out plans a great chance for innovation,
advancing technologies and enhanced efficiency in the field of renewable energy sources such as
wind power, solar energy, hydroelectricity and biomass.
J.T.
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ARE YOU A NATIVE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN?
If so, hold your head high. Sometimes we get things right! Certain events – whether cultural or sporting or
political or educational, make me proud of our State. Historically, Women’s suffrage and the 1967 decision for
Aboriginal People were born here; the renowned Festival has been copy‐catted by most other States; in the
international sporting world, SA’s “TOUR DOWN UNDER” cycling classic is renowned as the most prestigious in
the Southern Hemisphere. Add another to the impressive list: “THE ADELAIDE FESTIVAL OF IDEAS”.
Greg Mackie was the founder/instigator of the FOI ten years ago, adding to SA’s “renown as a home for
creativity and innovation, for inquiry and for progressive thought”# Where else in Australia would one find
hundreds of people hot‐footing it from one venue to another over a torrid three‐day period to listen to the
cream of more than seventy speakers from ‘all‐over’ – Laureates, Politicians, Scientists, Culturalists, Authors
(# Premier M. Rann)
and Leaders in the Medical world?
Adelaide University was the ‘hub’ for this flurry of activity with its Elder and Bonython Halls, with the top end of
Kintore Av. providing more venues. The beautiful Adelaide Town Hall came alight of course for the ‘big ones’.
Where else would one find a top class Festival dedicated to an 82 years old Lady Scientist? (Dr. Barbara Hardy)

ANNUAL UNAA (SA) Dinner on 30th October
Our most successful Dinner so far on many levels! The atmosphere was both
relaxed and vibrant with Ming's Restaurant fully booked for the event. Leanne Liddle
as our Guest Speaker, gave us a terrific insight into the relevance and importance of
our Indigenous Community in preserving Australia's environmental Heritage.
Leanne's examples of the work undertaken by the Women Elders in preserving this
knowledge which benefits the wider Australian Community, gave us a better understanding
of the impact this has on our everyday life. Br John May, Jesuit Winemaker for Sevenhill
Winery spoke about his lifelong work as Chief Winemaker. I know he will be happy to hear
the comments I later received were that our guests wished they could have heard more.
UNAA (SA) appreciates Sevenhill being one of our sponsors for the Dinner - the fine wine
donated was clearly enjoyed by everyone and complimented the Menu beautifully. Ming once
again provided a delicious variety of Food and as our Major Sponsor we value his
involvement immensely. My personal thanks to Justin McCarthy for introducing us to
Sevenhill Winery, and for Wine donated for our Auction by his own label '1882 Wines'.
Sponsors for our Silent Auction Prizes- Assaggio Restaurant (Camillo Crugnale and Marcin
Kierno),The Central Market (Roger Bryson), Sticky Rice Cooking School (Claire Fuller), Our
Place at Willunga Hill (Anna and Andy Clappis),Mode of North Adelaide (Rosemary Komaromi
) and Emmo's Hairdressing (Emmo Granozio), helped us raise a record amount. We received
a number of Donations and thank the donors, especially Kieran Purcell from Macquarie Bank
for their generosity. Gifts donated for each guest - a copy of Sumptuous Magazine by
Bronwen Gwynne Jones and a bag of the Iconic Fruchocs by Phil Sims of Robern Menz
proved to be a hit with everyone. Our Patron Lord Mayor Stephen Yarwood, Lady Mayoress
Emily Yarwood, Italian Acting Consul Orietta Borgia, and Jing Lee MLC attended the Dinner
as special guests, and we thank them and hope to see them again next year. SBS Italian
Radio followed up with an interview on National Italian Radio with Orietta Borgia, and it was
great to hear her giving listeners a wonderful report on our activities in SA. Our thanks go to
all our Sponsors and Guests whose continued support in Celebrating UN Day with us each
year make this event both enjoyable and successful.
Lidia Moretti
Our much loved member, Mrs Stewart Barnes died recently, interstate, after a long and painful illness. For many years,
Stewart was the force behind UNAA SA. When we no longer had a paid office manager, Stewart stepped in to the breach
as Secretary and office manager, attending almost daily .She built up our membership by giving membership to her
friends as Christmas gifts. She also managed our finances very well which put us in good stead. She was an active
member of WILPF (Womens' International League for Peace and Freedom); WILPF and UNAA worked on many joint
projects such as the Junior Media Peace Prize. She was heavily involved in the Peace Movements and also worked closely
with Heather Southcott on organising the Federal Dag Hammarskjöld
memorial conferences for members of UNYA.
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Yes,
Twenty
Eleven IS
the Year
of the
Forest…

The 2012 People & Planet
Diary is now available!!
¾ 12 striking large‐seized
images of people &
places around the world
¾ Printed on a mix of
recycled & plantation
paper
¾ Includes UN
international
On behalf
of thedays
¾ Size: 350mm x 240mm
whole
United
¾ Just
20$

Nations
ORDER
NOW – makes a nice gift
Association of
Australia, SA Division we wish you a MERRY CHRISTMAS and a
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!
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