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The question of Human-Farth relations seems outside our concern. So over-
whelming are our econonuc and social concerns, that we fail to recognise that

our total well-being depends on the well-being of Earth, which provides sustenance
for our emotional and rmaginative and physical as well as our religious well-being.

To understand Planet Earth and our mtimate relation with 1t, we need to know the

Great Story of Earth and the Universe that brought 1t and ourselves mto bemg . . . .
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SANCTIORS ... &S IMPOSED BY U.N. SECURITY COUNCIL

Usually of an economic nature, to influence the behaviour of a Recalcitrant Nation

The most famous and certainly the most draconian example was the regime
imposed on Iraq from 1990 to 2003, which effectively deprived that country
of any legal source of income and thereby cut if off from the rest of the world
economy. From that experience the international community learned thatsuch
comprehensive sanctions, if maintained for any length of time, are even more
punitive for the civilian population than for the government at which they are
aimed. It was, of course, the effort to find a way out of this dilemma that led the
Council to adopt the oil-for-food programme, which did succeed in restoring
and maintaining a minimum standard of living for mostIraqis, but at a political
and moral cost that has only this year been fully exposed. Personally I doubt if
such a regime will ever again be adopted, but the Council has meanwhile been
experimenting with more sophisticated and carefully targeted types of sanc-

tion, such as travel bans and the freezing of bank accounts of individuals.

Mew National President

Dr Russell Trood was elected President of the UNAA in August 2012. Dr Trood is the Special Envoy of
the Prime Minister of Australia for Eastern Europe and Professor of International Relations at Griffith Uni-
versity. He is also an Adjunct Professor in the Defence and Security Program, US Studies Centre at the
University of Sydney.

=2 In 2010 Dr Trood completed a term as a Liberal Senator for Queensland
o the Australian Parha_ment While servmg in the Senate, he was a very

~ Chair of the Senate Commzttee on Forelgn Afpalrs, DCLEHCE and lrade ‘
2 and of the Senate Select Commitice on the Reform of the Federation.

" Prior to his election to the Senate 1n 20004, Dr Trood was Associate
Professor of International Relations and between 1991-2003, Director of the Centre for the Study of Aus-
tralia-Asia Relations at Griffith University. He has also been a Visiting Fellow at the Lowy Institute for
International Policy. P2 '



HOW CAN I BE FREE —
WHEN THEY ARE NOT?

Lieutenant Tara McGuigan was part of the first Salvation Army
team to arrive on Nauru on 10 September. Here she reflects on her

service on the remote Pacific island nation.

“How was Nauru?” When one of my closest friends asked me this question only hours after I had returned to Australia, I was
stuck for words. I felt it was like being asked: “What’s the meaning of life?” How could I even start to express what for me was an
experience so huge, so overwhelming? Right there, on the phone, I couldn’t lucidly put into words any one thing about what Nauru

was like for me.
Now info my third day back, however, I am able to lay some clarity around the §
question, “How was Nauru?” This 21sq km island is four-and-a-half hours by air ‘
from Brisbane. The asylum seekers, who arrive by boat in Australian waters, are -;
transferred there while their claims for asylum are being processed. This can take ?
a long time, often years.
They are placed in camps where they sleep under canvas. Nauru is within five
degrees of the Equator. The island is extremely hot and humid. Living conditions
are far from ideal. The actual camp area is no more than two acres. There is no f-r
air-conditioning, and a few fans ineffectively disturb the heavy humidity.
How could I say the experience was “great” when it was so tragic for so many -
who kept regularly arriving by plane from Christmas Island or Darwin? How could I say that it was fulfilling when all the time I was
surrounded by desperation and hopelessness? How could I say that I was able to bring these residents some hope and friendship when
they had left behind everyone they loved and everything they owned or shared or enjoyed?

.t How could I say that I was able to support young Raj (all names used are pseudonyms)
when he had witnessed his mother being gunned down before his eyes at the age of nine?
How could I feel I had offered a hand of welcome to an angry Hameed when, on his arrival,
he yelled, “We are not animals,” as he looked around him and felt rejection and desolation?

They had fled war, death, forture, and suffering, and then the risk of drowning at sea, in
search of freedom from fear, safety and a new life. They had scrounged around and scraped
up every dollar and cent they could find to pay their way, preyed upon by heartless people-
= ¥ smugglers who wanted nothing else but their money and cared less for these desperate hu-
man beings than they would if they squashed an irritating fly.

I feel helpless. I feel like a grain of sand on a beach of pebbles. I feel like I am a whisper
amid a cacophony of sound. I feel like a faintly glowing star trying to light up a dark uni-
= verse. | feel humble. I feel ashamed. I feel like I am nothing, insignificant and puny. No, I
don’t feel blessed, 1 don’t feel free, I can’t sing “Give thanks” when my fellow human beings live in circumstances that call for noth-

ing less that abject pity and sorrow.

How can 1 be free when they are not? How can I be thankful for my own little comfortable life when so many peop e have no place to
call home? How can I say 1 am blessed when all their worldly possessions [ EFE J :
are carried around in a single plastic bag, zipped up at the top so their mea

gre belongings don’t fall out?

In my spirit and my thoughts 1 go back to Topside, the name of the asylum
seeker village on Nauru. There is a solitary tree in the compound under
which many of my brothers gather. It is the coolest spot. As I fly back into
Australia, I notice rivers and lush green countryside covered with forest in
many places. I experience a newfound consciousness for a country of natu-
ral abundance. As I sit on my lounge in my comfortable house, I look out
over the garden surrounded by beautiful and plentiful trees and plants and
bushes. None of that at Topside with its single tree crowded with chairs and camp beds on which displaced people sit and lie as they
try to find shade and catch a whiff of breeze.

Albert Einstein said: “Time is not at all what it seems. It does not flow in only one direction, and the future exists simultaneously with

the past.” My life and the lives of these asylum seekers are inextricably bound. What answer can I give to people who, as we say good-

bye after three weeks of intense life journeying, turn their eyes to me and ask: “What will happen to us? Do you think we’ll ever get to

Australia? "How do I speak words of hope to people who have called me “Akka” (Sri Lankan for big sister), “Sister”, I leave feeling '
like a deserter, acutely aware of these people’s need for love and respect, hope and kindness. My heart is scattered among them all. e

I .
are one! Provided by R.McKay Referencels: www.my.salvos.org.2u
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L ETTER FROM
NEW YORK

Alexander Downer

T Jour days after Australia was successfully

H==={ elected to the Security Council for a two-

year term I was in New York myself for
consultations with the Secretary Genéraland other
United Nations officials.

For over four years I've worked for the United
Nations as an Under Secretary Gerieral with the title
Special Adviser to the Secretary General on Cyprus.
It's a hard job by any standards. The task is to-help
achieve the abjective set by the UN Secirity Council
of re-uniting Cyprus after 38 years of division.

There’s a specific formula for the re-unification
but years of distrust, antipathy and mutual blame
malke ithard work; in some respects the hardestjob
T've taken on. That's a story for another time. Cyprus
is, after all, one of the world’s three or four most
intractable problems. Over those four years, I've
come to kmow the UN, warts and all. It is an imperfect
organisaton. It has its administrative weaknesses, it
often disappoints a hopeful world and it has made
mistakes. But for all that, it has its strengths. The UN
is imbued with a sense of idealisiny; a belief that it is
serving the best interests of humanity. Its policies
may sometimes be flawed, it may disappoint even,
butitis driven by good intentions. It wants disputes
settled peacefully, it abhors violence, it fights poverty
and crime, it promotes civil liberties especially in
oppressive societies.

And it does something more; it bfii:\gs' together
almost all the countries of the world in a single
forum where they all get a sdy, from the United
States to Samoa. At the heart of the UN is the
Security Council. Its resolutions are one of the
bases of international law, of the rules-based
international political system. And at the heart
of the Security Council are its five permanent
members: Britain, the United States, Russia,
China and France. They all have a veto. Nothing
can happen without their approval.

Then there are the other ten noripermanent
members, from next yéar including us. They ‘can,
collectively, block any initiative of the five permanent
members but they can't act without them. It’s a fairly

Personally I was pretty excited when
Australia was elected to the Security Council. I
did my bit. Without my own UN hat, I asked a
number of foreign ministers for their support.
AndIhad someone in New York wake me up
with the result — I was asleep in Australia at
the time. As a senior UN official, I go before
the Security Council once every six months
to report on Cyprus. It will be nice next year
to report to a familiar Australian figure - an
Ambassador who at one time used to work
for me.

To be frank, the election this time shouldn't
havé been difficult. It would have been
extraordinary if we had lost. We did lose in
1996 just months after I became the foreign
minister. That time we ran against Sweden —
which itself had lost four years earlier — and
Portugal. Portugal has extensive links around
the world having once been a global power.
Interestingly, Portugal is again on the Security
Council right now.

There are two other reasons why our victory
was a virtual certainty. One is that at the'last
elections two years ago, two EU countries
were elected and Canada defeated. There isn’t
in the minds of the UN a country more like
Canada than Australia. Some UN officials
laughingly call Canada Australia on icel

For UN members to have once more elected
two EU members and this time rejected
Australia was almost out of the question.
And secondly, without being disrespectful
of Finland and Luxembourg, the problems of
the euro and the wealkness of the European
economy more generally has made the EU
a little less popular than it once was. In this
casel, that’s a bit ironic because both Finland
and Luxembourg are amongst the EU’s best
performing economies.

But even if it was easy to win, we did and for
that I'm glad. [t isn’t proof, though, that we are
wildly popular or.a good international citizen
all of a sudden. We didn't beat everyone! We
only beat Finland and Luxembourg! Rwanda
won as well in a different ballot.

Our two years on the Security Council will
be a window into the machinations of the UN.
We'll learn a lot more about it. And one of
the things we’ll learn is this: the UN is only as
strong as its member states will allow it to be. If
it can’t agree on Syria it is rendered powerless.

With thanks to Adelaide Review




Intermational Year of Cooperatives 2012

International years are declared by the United Nations to draw attention to, and encourage, action on major
issues. The aim of the International Year of Cooperatives 2012 was to raise public awareness.of the valuable
contributions of cooperative enterprises to poverty reduction, employment generation and social integration.
Another aim was to highlight the strengths of the cooperative business model as an alternative means of doing
business and furthering socioeconomic development. The slogan for the year was “Cooperative Enterprises

Build a Better World.”

Cooperatives in Australia

Australian unions have endorsed the International
Labour Organisation’s cooperative operations,
recognising the critical role they play in advancing
the organisation’s Global Employment Agenda and
promoting decent work. The Earthworker
Cooperative envisages 100 000 Australians joining
Earthworker Cooperative at $20 per member to
raise the $2 million needed for Eureka’s Future
factory making solar collectors, solar hot water
units and associated parts — the first in a series of
union based worker owned renewables
manufacturing businesses in Australia.

Cooperatives in New Zealand

The New Zealand milk cooperative, Fonterra,
owned by 11 000 New Zealand dairy farmers
produces 20% of New Zealand’s total exports and
7% of the country’s gross domestic product.

UN News Centre -Syrian Conflict

The latest efforts to initiate a political process have
involved the Joint Representative of the United
Nations and the League of Arab States for the crisis
in Syria, Lakhdar Brahimi and the top foreign
officials of Russia (Sergey Lavrov) and the United
States (Hillary Clinton). The Violence in Syria has
left 20 000 dead, mostly civilians, since the uprising
began against President Bashar al-Assad began 21
months ago. More than 465 000 refugees have fled
Syria and 2.5 million are in need of humanitarian
assistance according to UN sources. In June the
Action for Syria produced the Geneva communiqué
which called for transitional governing body with
full executive powers made up by members of the
present government and the opposition and other
groups. UNESCO has expressed concerned that 40
journalists had been killed, some of whom worked
for the government newspaper and television. UN
concern has been expressed about the attack on
UNDOF(United Nations Disengagement Observer
for Force) near Damascus.

The UN Secretary General. Mr Ban Ki-Moon, has
urged President al-Assad to refrain from the use of

Cooperatives in Sweden

The Swedish forestry company, Sodra is owned by
52 000 forestry owners and is one of the world’s
most successful forestry and pulp companies as it is
he third largest provider of pulp for the production
of paper and board, using totally chlorine free
processes. Sodra’s CEO, along with its workers, is
deeply concerned about climate change. The
cooperative has recovered so much waste energy
from its operation that more electricity is now
produced than is used. Additional windmills boost
Sodra’s energy production.

References:

http://social.un.org.coopsyear

Australian Options Spring 2012 Quarterly No. 70
New Internationalist July/August 2012

* * % * * *

chemical weapons with the reply — not on Syrian
citizens only if there was a foreign attack. Syria is
not a signatory to the UN Convention on Chemical
Weapons. Angola, Democratic Republic of Korea,
Egypt, Israel, Myanmar, Somalia and South Sudan
comprise the other countries who have not signed
this convention.

The Action Group is made up of the Secretaries
General of the United Nations and the Arab League;
the foreign ministers of the five permanent
members of the Security Council — China, France
Russia, the United Kingdom and the United Strates
and Foreign Ministers from Turkey, Iraq, Kuwait

My Lakhdar Brahimi, Joint Representative of the
United Nations and the League of Arab States for

P5 the crisis in Syria,



B brief powerfel statement to
ponder... :

Nobel Laureates issue Dire Warning

OSLO, Norway (OTVNewswire) - At the Nobel Peace Prize Centennial Symposium here
yesterday celebrating the |00th anniversary of the Nobel prize, 100 Nobel laureates have
issued a brief but dire warning of the “profound dangers” facing the world. Their
statement predicts that our security depends on immediate environmental and social re-
form. The following is the text of their statement:

THE STATEMENT

The most profound danger to world peace in the coming years will stem not from the
irrational acts of states or individuals but from the legitimate demands of the word's
dispossessed. Of these poor and disenfranchised, the majority live a marginal existence in
equatorial climates. Global warming, not of their making but originating with the wealthy
few, will affect their fragile ecologies most. Their situation will be desperate and manifestly
unjust.

It cannot be expected, therefore, that in all cases they will be content to await the benefi-
cence of the rich. If then we permit the devastating power of modern weaponry to spread
through this combustible human landscape, we invite a conflagration that can engulf both
rich and poor. The only hope for the future lies in cooperative international action,
legitimised by democracy.

It is time to turn our backs on the unilateral search for security, in which we seek to
shelter behind walls. Instead, we must persist in the quest for united action to counter
both global warming and a weaponized world. These twin goals will constitute vital
components of stability as we move toward the wider degree of social justice that alone
gives hope of peace.

Some of the needed legal instruments are already at hand, such as the Anti-Ballistic Missile
Treaty, the Convention on Climate Change, the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaties and the
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. As concerned citizens, we urge all governments to
commit to these goals that constitute steps on the way to replacement of war by law.

To survive in the world we have transformed, we must learn to think a new way. As
never before, the future of each depends on the good of all.

THE SIGNATORIES included Bishop Carlos Belo; Jody Williams (Landmines Campaign);
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Mikhael Gorbachev and the Dalai Lama (all PEACE).
Australians John Cornforth and Peter Doherty were among the 32 Chemistry people who
signed.

Sydney Peace Prize 2012—Senator Sekai Holland

Professor Stuart Rees, Chair of the Sydney Peace Foundation said, ‘In
addition to her work for the education of rural women and her founding of
Australia’s anti apartheid movement fifty years ago, Sekai Holland has
been a significant leader of non violent, democracy campaigns, and is a
key figure in her country’s national dialogue on how to heal the deep
wounds of social conflict. Sentor Sekai Holland is the Zimbabwean Co-
Minister of State for National Healing, Reconciliation and Integration in
the Cabinet of President Robert Mugabe and Prime Minister Morgan
Tsvangirai. Sekai has been involved in a number of human rights issues,
from those of the Australian Aborigines, ending the apartheid system in
South Africa, the rights of women and democracy in Zimbabwe. As a stu-
dent, Sekai married Australian Jim Holland in 1965, and completed a
Bachelor of Arts (Communication) at the University of Technology Sydney
in 1979.

Sekai Holland will give the City of Sydney Peace Prize Lecture in the Sydney Town Hall on Wednesday 7 No-
vember and will receive the 2012 Peace Prize at a gala ceremony on 8 November, 2012,

v
s
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HO STOPPE D
Thank you, Vasili Arkhipov { . Edward Wilson 27/10/12

| If you were born before 27 October 1962, Vasili Alexandrovich Arkhipov
saved your life. It was the most dangerous day in history. An American spy
plane had been shot down over Cuba while another U2 had got lost and
strayed into Soviet airspace. As these dramas ratcheted tensions beyond
breaking point, an American destroyer, the USS Beale, began to drop depth
charges on the B-59, a Soviet submarine armed with a nuclear weapon.

The captain of the B-59, Valentin Savitsky, had no way of knowing that the
depth charges were non-lethal "practice” rounds intended as warning shots

| to force the B-59 to surface. The Beale was joined by other US destroyers

* who piled in to pumimnel the submerged B-59 with more explosives. The
exhausted Savitsky assumed that his submarine was doomed and that world
war three had broken out, He ordered the B-59's ten kiloton nuclear torpedo
to be prepared for firing. Its target was the USS Randolf, the giant aircraft
carrier leading the task force.

If the B-59's torpedo had vaporised the Randolf, the nuclear clouds would
quickly have spread from sea to land. The first targets would have been
Moscow, London, the airbases of East Anglia and troop concentrations in
Germany. The next wave of bombs would have wiped out "economic
targets”, a euphemism for civilian populations — more than half the UK
population would have died. N

"As long as nuclear weapons exist, the chances of survival of the human
species are quite slight." Every study of long-term risk analysis supports
Noam Chomsky's claim. Ploughshares estimates there are 19,000 warheads
in the world today, 18,000 of which are in the hands of the US and Russia.
Whatever the exact numbers, the American/Russian nuclear arsenals are
the only ones capable of totally destroying all human life. As security
analysts Campbell Craig and Jan Ruzicka point out: "Why should Iran or
North Korea respect non-proliferation when the most powerful states
lecturing them possess such enormous arsenals?”

The decision not to start world war three was not taken in the Kremlin or
the White House, but in the sweltering control room of a submarine. The
launch of the B-5¢9's nuclear torpedo required the consent of all three senior
officers aboard. Arkhipov was alone in refusing permission. It is certain that
Arkhipov's reputation was a key factor in the control room debate. The
previous year the young officer had exposed himself to severe radiation in

~order to save a submarine with an overheating reactor. That radiation dose
eventually contributed to his death in 1998. So when we raise our glasses on
27 October we can only toast his memory. Thank you, Vasya.

Leost Revnd @p

The Brazilian state of Rio Grande do Sul has prohibited the US transnational corporation
Monsanto from planting genetically altered soya on five hectares of its soil.

The state government refused to authorize the bictechnology giant's experiment with a soya
containing it own Round-Up Ready herbicide. Rio Grande do Sul is the biggest producer of soya in
Brazil and one of the world’s top producers, second only to the United Statées.

LATIN AMERICAN PRESS
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The Women's International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) with individual donors and
in conjunction with SA Unions, the Josephite Sisters Reconciliation Circle, Pilgrim Uniting Church,
Mission Resourcing SA, Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress SA and the United

Nations Association Australia will be launching the book * A Decision to Discriminate’ released by
Concerned Australians.

This book follows on from the highly regarded “This Is What We Said” (February 2010), “Walk with
Us “August 2011) and “NT Consultations Report 2011.

Travelling to Adelaide to launch the book are the Rev Dr Djiniyini Gondarra OAM and Rosalie
Kunoth Monks OAM representing the Yolngu Nations and the Alyawaar Nations respectively. This
is a rare opportunity to meet with these two distinguished Elders and to hear first-hand stories.

Following the book launch Amnesty International Australia will have the regional launch of their
2012 Reconciliation Action Plan at which the honoured guest will be Kaurna Elder Lynette Crocker.

Australia proves a soft touch at UN over toxic.
warfare

The Federal Government has already breached its recently announced 'Australian Agenda' at the UN,

succurnbing to US pressure to abstain from a vote on depleted uranium weapons that would strengthen civilian
protections.

At the UN First Comumittee vote held earlier this month, which will be ratified by the General assembly this
week, 138 nations' voted in favour of the resolution seeldng greater transparency and a precautionary approach
in the use of Deplefed Uianiuim weapons, known to be radioactive and chemically toxic. Four nations, the

US, France, Israel and the UK, all users of DU weapons, voted against the resolution and pressured other
nations.(Continues below)

Australia abstained, isolating itself from the majority of nations and blatantly breaching the admirable
'Australian agenda' which emphasises arms control, nuclear non-proliferation and women's rights. This leaves
Australia in an awkward position ahead of taking up its temporary position in the UN Security Council.

The resolution put forward a non-threatening, commonsense approach that aims to provide better protection to
civilians left to deal with the toxic legacy of weapons. A significant majority of states accept that precaution is
justified and recognise the need for post-conflict measures to protect civilian health.

Depleted uranium, used in conventional weapons for its armour piercing capabilities, presentsa clear risk to
human health and the environment, the greatest victims being women, children and the unborn; as well as
entire communities struggling to utilise land for agriculture in a toxic eco-system.

An estimated 400,000kg of depleted uranium has been dispersed in Iraq since 1991. The long-term impact on
civilians is unknown, but several studies have linked it to a dramatic rise in birth defects in Basra and Fallujah.

N.B. Full article next issue of Planet Three Digest. The Author is freelance journalist

and peace activist, Dorna Mulhearn (Human Shield with our Ruth Russell)

P83



OUT OF SUDAN—Photographs by Angelo Tat Magpial

As President of UNAA(SA Division) | was asked to open an
exhibition of photographs from the Sudan by Angel Tat
Magpial in the Kerry Packer Gallery in the Hawke Centre,
Uni SA on the 26 of October, just two days after UN Day
Angelo is a Sudanese refugee, living in Melbourne. He is a
friend of Rob George, who is well known for his work in
film, TV and theatre. Following the death of his brother,
Angelo proposed a visit back to Sudan some two years
ago. Rob would have liked to have gone with him, but work
commitments prevented this. Instead he gave Angelo a
small camera, and said, “Take some photos”. Never
imagining what he would see when Angelo returned. As
Rob explained when introducing Angelo, the resulting
photos were amazing, and over the past year have been
displayed in various towns in'Victoria. Rob’s return to work
in Adelaide has resulted in thls exhibition, whro,h has been
on display from October 22" to November 21

Angelo had never previously used a camera, and Rob
expected a small number of typical family shots. Instead he
found an amazing picture of Sudanese village life,
colourful, well composed, and showing the typical village
background.

As Angelo explained his visit was not without its
excitement. The civil war was still ongoing, and he was
detained by the soldiers for 4 hours, and held while they
tried to decide whether he really was just an innocent
visitor coming home to see his family, or a partisan spy
who should be shot on the spot. Luckily he lived to tell his
story.

In opening the exhibition | was able to begin by explain a
little of the history of the UN, and how Australia’s role in its
work in more recent times is so important and ongoing.
last year was the UN Year of People of African Descent,
and through our UN Exhibition “Lessons From Rwanda” we
highlighted the anniversary of the genocide in 1994,
outlining the changes made by the UN to seek to ensure
that as far as possible action could be taken to prevent
anything like this happening again. A recurrent remark
made by our visitors was “what about the Congo”, “what
about Sudan”. Conflict, refugee issues, health, education,
food and natural disasters are all ongoing.

The UNHCR told us about the work they do in the refugee
camps, currently seeking to assist refugees in the northern
border of Scuth Sudan. | was amazed by the logistic
challenge, the sheer management complexity involved in
getting the camps set up, providing all the items needed,
like tents, cooking utensils, latrines and other necessary
facilities, not to mention food; while facing so many
thousands of new arrivals every day. One simple point the
UNHCR made was how a simple $2.80 birthing kit (a sheet
of plastic, a razor blade, string etc) was capable of
reducing infant mortality at birth by 80%. Yet in South
Sudan the rate of maternal deaths is said to be the highest
in the world.

In the Blue Nile region of the Sudan the UNHCR describes
how a large school and community centre not only
addresses the need for education, but also the need for
activities to involve soldiers returning from conflict
situations, alleviating the stress on the local society
resulting from the sudden influx of large numbers of
unemployed people into a relatively small village, and the
stress this puts on services. Australian aid channelled
through bodies like UNHCR, UNICEF, UNDP, the World
Food Programme, and the World Health Organisation are
all significant, and through Ausaid carefully targeted.

Australia’s support of the UN is somethrng of which we can
be proud.

In looking at the new state of South Sudan, South Australia
has had a long standing involvement with thé Sudan. From
the 1885 a NSW contingent was sent to fight for Britain in
the Sudan. This was the first instance of official Australian
participation in wars of the British Empire.

Then there were the brothers Martin and Dr. Ronald
Trudinger who left Adelaide to go to the Sudan in 1913.as
pioneer missionaries with the Sudan United Mission. In the

Nuba Mountains there were problems in dealing with the
Nuba tribesmen. The Trudinger’s friendly approach
contributed to the success of their mission. Martin returned
to Australia because of ill health in 1920 while Dr. Ronald,
continued working there untit 1954 after he had married his
fiancée Lina while on furlough in Adelaide 1917. Three of
their children were born in Africa, and as a nursing sister
she assisted him in medical work in operations, in the
dispensary, and looking after the children while he was
away on evangelistic tours. He translated the New
Testament into the Dinka dialect spoken in the Upper Nile,
and compiled a comprehensive dictionary. A proud
association from Adelaide throughout almost the entire first
half of the 20" century
lLast year following a plebiscite in South Sudan in January,
the 14" of July saw South Sudan became the 193
member state of the United Nations. After many years of
conflict in this area of Africa we welcome the creation of
the new nation, and hope that this will signal the start of
peaceful development, with improvement of the conditions
in this troubled area.

The border between Sudan and the new state of South
Sudan is still subject to final negotiations, and | so very
much hope it can be finalised through a peaceful and
constructive dialogue. Conflict is ongoing in Sudan in
Darfur, the Nuba Mountains, Kordufan and the Blue Nile.
Refugees fleeing onto South Sudan are putting stress on
the fragile new state, where hopefully Australian aid
through Ausaid and UNHCR can assist those sheliering in
the new refugee camps. In the new South Sudan the lack
of infrastructure, education facilities and old causes of
stress in the society can still make life difficult. 1 feel Angelo
through this exhibition, and by his work seeking
reconciliation puts into practice the words of the UN
Secretary General in his message this week when he said:

“The United Nations is not just a meeting place for
diplomats. The United Nations is a peacekeeper disarming
fighters, a health worker distributing medicine, a relief team
aiding refugees, a human rights expen‘ helping deliver
justice:

“In carrying out this global mISSIon we rely on countless
friends and supporters. Non-governmental organizations,
scientists, scholars, philanthropists, religious leaders,
business executives and concerned citizens are critical to
our success. No single leader, country or institution can do
everything. But each of us, in our own way, can do
something.”

Angelo’s goal is to work as a counsellor with people
suffering post-war trauma in South Sudan. And apparently
he is already taking personal action to bring together
groups in Melbourne who in Sudan would be on opposing
tribal sides, demonstrating by personal action that if we
can work peacefully together in Australia, surely it might
offer a path to help do the same thing in Sudan.



FROM UN H.Q.

HOT OFF THE PRESS

HOT OFF THE PRESS

Statement Aftributable to the Spokesperson for the Secretary-General on Israeli
settlement expansion
it was with grave concern and disappointment that the Secretary-General leamed of
Israel's announcement of 3,000 new settiement units in East Jerusalem and other paris of
the West Bank. Click here to read the full staterment.

UN Security Council welcomes continued cooperation between lrag and Kuwait

The United Nations Security Council welcomes the continued cooperation of the

Governments of Iraq and Kuwait. Click to read more.

Food, Water and Livelihoods in Pacific islands under Increasing Threat from
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Secretariat of the Padfic Regional
Environment Programme

Climate Change

Island communities in the Pacific Ocean are facing unprecedented challenges to their
economijes and environment from the impacts of climate change, according to a new
report released at the United Nations Climate Change Conference in Doha, Qatar. Click to
read more. Click here for the full report.

In Message on World Aids Day, Secretary-General Celebrates Significant Progress,
But Calls for Intensified Global Efforts to Put HIV in ‘Pages of History’
“On this World AIDS Day, let us commit to build on and amplify the encouraging

successes of recent years to consign HIV/AIDS to the pages of history," Secretary-

General Ban Ki-moon said in his message for the Day, observed annually on 1 December.
Click here to read the Secretary-General's message.

International Day for the Abolition of Slavery
The 21st century has seen the rise of new forms of slavery, Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon warned yesterday in a message to mark the International Day for the Abolition of
Slavery, in which he also urged Member States to increase their efforts in the fight against

the dehumanizing scourge. Click here to read the Secretary-General's message.

international Day of Persons with Disabilities - Removing barriers to create an

inclusive and accessible society for all

Today is International Day of Persons with Disabilities. The commemoration of
international Day of Persons with Disabilities in 2012 provides an opportunity to address

this exclusion by focusing on promoting accessibility and removing all types of barriers in
sacietv. Click here to read more.
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2012 is the UN designated Year of Sustainable Energy . . . for all. Through the
efforts of Dr. Sam Manger, a world-class Film Festival came to the
Mercury Cinema during the first week of November. UNAA contributed to the

© staging of the Nov.I event - “OUR WORLD 2.0 described below by our
President, John Crawford, while the Editor was privileged to sit in on “THE
FOURTH REVOLUTION” a brilliant German plan for Global Green Energy

The Festival sought to highlight the challenge facing our generation in moving towards a sustainable
global civilization, The first event highlighted CUR WORLD 2.0, showcasing through a public forum
ways in which we can meet the challenge of climate change, food security, bio-diversity loss, and
peak oil. A series of videos, some of which were made by the United Nations University in Tokyo,
supported the arguments.

In opening the Festival, Tim Parish, the National Director, as an enthusiast seeking a practical
approach towards sustainability, highlighted that we achieve sustainability through transitions. That
is by seeking solutions. instead of arguing climate change and the carbon tax, we should be debating
solutions. Hence the various issues that were the focus of the following three days of the festival.

Tim said it was fantastic that here in South Australia, UNAA(SA) was a partner for the Festival. The
involvement of both UNAA in SA, and earlier this year, UNAA Victoria, was much appreciated. It
highlighted the heart-warming news of how much the UN is involved in these issues. Not only in
countering the threat of climate change to our low lying island neighbours in both the Pacific and
Indian Oceans, but also in the work that is so well described in the films that the UN University in
Tokyo are producing. For example the first film highlighted the use of geothermal energy in lceland.

The first speaker was Simon Jones, a member of the Adelaide Hills Council. As the third level of
government, it is the Councils that are responding and addressing transition. Transitions Adelaide
Hills advises the Council on how to tackle Climate change, Peak oil, Energy and food, and finally
Security, illustrated by the special need to look at the bushfire threat. “Can do” should be the focus,
and not supporting the “red tape brigade”.

Solar power units are being installed. One goal is to make the cold stores solar powered. It is also
evident in a renewed interest in art .

The second speaker was Dr. Sam Wells,‘Senior Lecturer, Master of Business Administration at the
University of Adelaide. He was our 1975 Rhodes Scholar. He is interested in transformational action:
how such a change can happen overnight, for example, with the unexpected collapse of the Berlin
Wall. Intrying to understand such transitions, he is looking a2t a young movement that currently
thinks it Is just a group of people. Transition, and transformation, might come from such a group as
“Community Built” that is seeking to change the,rules. The way things are at present government
programmes just don’t work. They are reductionist and inefficient. Government action is certainly

not transformational.

Continued P.12
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President’s Report.

I am writing this as | enjoy a much needed few days holiday at Port Lincoln. In spite of worrying about the fires, which
raged out of control in nearby scrub and bushland while we have been here, they have not damaged much crop,
livestock, and housing. However, it was a matter for great concern when it threatened to escape and jump
containment lines with the high winds, or to start fresh fires during thunderstorms. Up until the time the wind change
arrived the town was clearly threatened.

it has reminded me of the situations in which the UN is called on for help. In a crisis, be it tsunami, earthquake, fire,
refugee situations and so on, when so clearly help and support is urgently needed.. The UN is at the forefront in
managing and helping. Less immediate, but no less necessary, support is also given when situations arise more
slowly. For example in Australia’s surrounding seas some of the world's lowest lying istand nations {and some
bordering mainland areas as well) are facing a developing crisis with rising sea level. Again the UN is helping, with
Australian participation and support. Finally there are the efforts seeking to address the more longstanding and
endemic problems presented by poverty, health issues and tack of education.

Which brings me to what Robyn Layton AO QC had to tell us at our recent UN Day-Dinner about her work as a team
leader working in Cambodia, the Philippines and Kazakhstan for the Asian Development Bank. She told us how she is
working to help find niche areas for women's employment. Her project aims to set up a framework for inclusive growth
while upholding human rights principles, seeking overarching long term progress, with specific programmes
particularly aimed at women, and indigenous people, and through this engendering the sense of community.

Looking at programimes like this she questioned whether Australia might also learn from the approach they have
adopted. Can we learn from- the approach in these countries where rights are embodied their constitution and in Jaw?
Where targets for inclusive development are based on the UN protocols, and real efforts are being made to see they
are achieved. For example in Cambodia where 54.1% of its population is under 24 there is a youth policy that covers a
wide range of topics including gender and political participation.

We very much thank Robyn for her inspiring talk. It was a most successful dinner, celebrating UN Day, and UN waork,

I would like to thank everyone who has helped to make this very busy past year such a success. We have been very
busy highlighting the work of the UN across a wide range of areas. Looking forward we are now coming to grips with
our task for 2013 which will be the UN Year of Quinoa, and the UN Year of Water Sustainability. While water has great
significance for us close to home, we need to also recognise that it presents world-wide problems for sustainability.
Quinoa was sacred to the Incas and called “the mother of all grain”. It is not a grass, but is related to beets, spinach
and tumbleweeds. We have a bit to learn here, and as it is gluten free, and nutritious compared to normal grains,
maybe we will face some interesting dining ideas as well.

May | wish all our members and friends an enjoyable and restful time over the festive season, and a very happy New
Year. John Crawford, President.

Transitions, Cont'd..... From P.11

Community Built seeks to return to the community the wealth that it generates. It wants to turn
capitalism back on itself. Itis a movement. Not a project. Not an organisation. It is fuelied by passion,
with madness and lots of joy. It principles are that things are all connected. Learning builds
community capital. It can move towards self-sufficiency. It seeks to do this in a commercially viable
way, and aims unashamedly to be financially self-supporting.

A Company called CDI is 50% owned by Community Built. and it is intended that the profit returned
to C.B. will be the game changer. Through this it wants the community to reinvent the community.
To reconnect. To care. To nourish and heal. To find joy. But this is something that has to emerge
from within the community itself. It cannot be im posed, and must come from within

The final speaker, Graham Woodman talked about his permaculture property near Gawler, where
organic produce is grown to sell through the farmers’ market each week. Through a graphic slide

show, and great commentary, Graham showed how the basic ethos for sustainable occupation of
the planet is being applied.

Altogether a very worthy event for UNAA sa to be involved in!
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$2@ {(For members; recommended retail

price $22.95)

(Allow $5 for postage)
Now available from:

UNAA SA
57 | 81 Carrington Street
Adelaide SA 5000

Phone: 8223 2420 or 8264 3763
Email: mailQunaasa.org.au

oocial justice &
environment gift cards ptﬂlﬂ(%

This pack of five extraordinary
gift cards helps fo raise funds for
more than 40 Australian charities
doing vital work for social justice
and the environment. For more
go to:

www.peopleandplanet.org.cu

These People & Planet giff cards and envelopes use paper made from a
mix of recycled and FSC-certified, sustainable plantation fibres.

Blank Inside Five Cards RRP: $12.95

Price $10 for UNAA SA members (Please allow 52 for postage)
UNAA SA

577 9; Carrington Street Phone: 8223 2420
Adelaide SA 5000 Email: mail@unaasa.org.au





