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CONTENTS COMING EVENTS
UN Day Dinner, National Wine Centre. 6.30 pm Sun. 9th Nov. 
$80. Speakers Rear Admiral Kevin Scarce and Mrs Liz Scarce.

NOTE: We have changed the Dinner starting time to 6.30 pm 
sharp. The Texel lamb on a spit demands precise timing, and we 
cannot be too long outdoors waiting for guests. We are worried 
that people will arrive too late to enjoy it.

Discussion Evening 18 November. 5.30 pm. At the UNAA Office, 
Kiribati eye programme.

Human Rights Day Lecture December 10. Kathleen Lumley College, 
6.30 pm. Prof Ivan Shearer.
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UN DAY DINNER
Sunday 9 November 2014, 6.30 pm

At the National Wine Centre, Cnr. North Terrace and Hackney Road Adelaide.
Come and join us for what will again be a memorable 
Dinner.

This year we are recognizing and celebrating the UN Year 
of Family Farming and we have been working with local 
producers to highlight the importance of their contribu-
tion to our Community.

The Australian Farmer of the Year, Robert Green who is 
from SA will be our special guest and Costa Giorgiadis 
from the ABC Gardening Program will be the MC.

We are delighted we will have the Rear Admiral Kevin 
Scarce and Mrs. Liz Scarce as our Guest Speakers and 
that we can say thank you for the contribution they have 
made to SA.

A spectacular menu awaits you including Roast Lamb on 
a Spit, Strawberries from Beerenberg, Woodside Cheese 
Wrights Cheese, Willabrand Products, Mushrooms, and 
Dessert by ‘Assaggio Restaurant’ and 2 bottles of wine for 
each table of 10, at a cost of $80.

We hope you can join us !

Book direct with John Crawford as in the notice enclosed 
with this newsletter, or on our web page at http://unaasa.
org.au/html/un_day_dinner.html.

The lamb on the  menu will feature Texel 
sheep, offering an exceptional quality ex-
perience. 

They have been bred purely for meat qual-
ity, flavor and texture. 

Texel sheep originated on the Isle of Texel, 
Holland, over 500 years ago. 

The Texel Sheep from Illawong will soon lose the art 
installation colouring—they are not usually so colourful.
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OCTOBER 
1 October  International Day of Older Persons A/RES/45/106 
2 October  International Day of Non-Violence A/RES/61/271 
5 October World Teachers’ Day [UNESCO] UNESCO-
PRESSE, vol.4, no.17, p.9 
6 October (First Monday in October) World Habitat Day A/
RES/40/202 A 
9 October World Post Day UPU/Tokyo Congress 1969/
Res.C.11 
11 October International Day of the Girl Child A/RES/66/170 
13 October  International Day for Disaster Reduction A/
RES/44/236 A/RES/64/200 
15 October International Day of Rural Women A/RES/62/136 
16 October World Food Day [FAO]  A/RES/35/70 
17 October International Day for the Eradication of Poverty  
A/RES/47/196 
24 October United Nations Day A/RES/168 (II) A/RES/2782 
(XXVI) 
24 October World Development Information Day A/
RES/3038 (XXVII) 
27 October World Day for Audiovisual Heritage [UNESCO]  
— 

NOVEMBER 
2 November International Day to End Impunity for Crimes 
against Journalists A/RES/68/163 
6 November  International Day for Preventing the Ex-
ploitation of the Environment in War and Armed Conflict A/
RES/56/4 
10 November World Science Day for Peace and Develop-
ment — 
14 November World Diabetes Day A/RES/61/225 
16 November International Day for Tolerance Resolution 
5.61 of the 28th session of the UNESCO General Confer-
ence A/RES/51/95 
16 November (Third Sunday in November)  World Day of 
Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims A/RES/60/5 
19 November World Toilet Day A/67/L.75 (draft) 
20 November Universal Children’s Day — 

20 November (Third Thursday in November) World 
Philosophy Day — 
21 November World Television Day A/RES/51/205 
22 November Africa Industrialization Day A/RES/44/237 
25 November International Day for the Elimination of 
Violence against Women  A/RES/54/134 
29 November International Day of Solidarity with the Pales-
tinian People A/RES/32/40B 

DECEMBER 
1 December  World AIDS Day  — 
2 December  International Day for the Abolition of Slavery — 
3 December  International Day of Persons with Disabilities 
A/RES/47/3 
5 December  International Volunteer Day for Economic and 
Social Development A/RES/40/212 
5 December  World Soil Day [FAO] A/RES/68/232 
7 December  International Civil Aviation Day [ICAO]  A/
RES/51/33 
9 December  International Anti-Corruption Day A/RES/58/4  
10 December  Human Rights Day A/RES/423 (V) 
11 December  International Mountain Day A/RES/57/245 
18 December  International Migrants Day A/RES/55/93 
20 December  International Human Solidarity Day A/
RES/60/209 

INTERNATIONAL WEEKS 2014
1–7 February  (First week of February)  World Interfaith Har-
mony Week A/RES/65/5 
21–27 March  Week of Solidarity with the Peoples Struggling 
against Racism and Racial Discrimination A/RES/34/24 
23–29 April  2007  UN Global Road Safety Week A/RES/60/5 
25–31 May  Week of Solidarity with the Peoples of 
Non-Self-Governing Territories A/RES/54/91 
1–7 August  World Breastfeeding Week [WHO] 
4–10 October  World Space Week A/RES/54/68 
24–30 October Disarmament Week A/RES/S-10/2,  p. 102 
11–17 November  International Week of Science and Peace 
A/RES/43/61  (The week in which 11 November falls)

INTERNATIONAL DAYS—OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 2014 

Note: The A/RES/nn/nnn references refer to the UN resolution establishing the Day etc. The full resolution can be found by an internet search for that number..

INTERNATIONAL YEARS 2014
International Year of Solidarity with the Palestinian People A/
RES/68/12  
International Year of Small Island Developing States A/
RES/67/206 
International Year of Crystallography A/RES/66/284
International Year of Family Farming A/RES/66/222 

INTERNATIONAL DECADES 
2015–2024
International Decade for People of African Descent A/
RES/68/237 
2014–2024
United Nations Decade of Sustainable Energy for All A/
RES/67/215 
2011–2020
Third International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism 
A/RES/65/119 
United Nations Decade on Biodiversity A/RES/65/161 
Decade of Action for Road Safety A/RES/64/255 
2010–2020
United Nations Decade for Deserts and the Fight against De-
sertification A/RES/62/195 
2008–2017
Second United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty 
A/RES/62/205 
2006–2016
Decade of Recovery and Sustainable Development of the 
Affected Regions
 (third decade after the Chernobyl disaster)  A/RES/62/9 
2005–2015
International Decade for Action, “Water for Life” A/RES/58/217 
2005–2014
United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Devel-
opment A/RES/57/254 
Second International Decade of the World’s Indigenous Peo-
ple A/RES/59/174  

From http://www.un.org/en/events/observances/index.shtml

On 14 August, in light of the 2014 Interna-
tional Year of Family Farming, the United 
Nations Postal Administration (UNPA) 
issued six stamps to promote the theme of 
family farming.
The Cultivating Hope series of stamps 
captures the diversity of family farm-
ing activities, the wide-range of regions 
where this type of farming is practised 
and most importantly, the roles of the 
men and women at the centre of these 
activities.
The stamps depict different modes of 
family farming including livestock and 
aquaculture farming, as well as stages 
in the harvesting process. Regions rep-
resented include Asia, Europe and Af-
rica among others.

FAMILIES
The importance of families is evident in 
the series. For example, the 1.60-franc 
stamp for use from the Palais des Na-
tions in Geneva, Switzerland depicts 
a family of four on their farm which 
also includes fields, livestock and a 
barn.  The presence of wind turbines in 
the background emphasises the links 
between family farming and sustaina-
ble development in the face of climate 
change.
A farming couple and a bull on a ter-

race farm in Asia are portrayed on the 
€1.70 stamp for use from the Vienna 
International Centre (VIC) in Austria 
while the €0.62 stamp shows an Indian 
family carrying bundles of harvested 
straw and grain.
WORKING TOGETHER—ACHIEVE 

GLOBAL FOOD SECURITY
The role of family farmers in food pro-
duction is also central to the series. A 
cornucopia of produce that families 
bring to local markets is shown on the 
49¢ stamp. The links between family 
farming and global food security and 
nutrition are also represented in this 

image of family farmers from diverse 
regions holding hands while safe-
guarding the produce.

WOMEN
The 1.30-franc denomination depicts 
the complex functions that women 
have in family farming activities. The 
stamp shows African women harvest-
ing produce but also highlights their 
duties as mothers and caregivers by 
depicting their children.
For more information or to place an order 
visit the UNPA website at http://unstamps.
un.org/unpa/index.html?index=0.

UN FAMILY FARMING STAMPS
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DISCUSSION EVENING—ALL WELCOME

18 November, 
5.30 to 7.30pm

At the UNAA(SA) Office: 57/81 Carrington Street, Adelaide

SPEAKER:  PAUL FOTKOU, OPTOMETRIST 
SUBJECT: KIRIBATI ISLAND VISION

Paul, who has partnered Felicity Prance in her work to help the Kiribati islanders will  join us to tell  
about Felicity and her work on the Pacific Island Nation of Kiribati.

Our evenings offer a great opportunity to engage our guests in informal discussion, with small numbers in attendance, it provides a 
great opportunity to  raise questions and discuss the answers.

The Republic of Kiribati is made 
up of thirty-two coral atolls and reef 
islands, plus one raised limestone is-
land – Banaba.  The Republic stretches 
across 3.5million km at the intersection 
of the Equator and the International 
Date Line in Micronesia, the South Pa-
cific. 

Islands belong to the Gilbert, Line or 
Phoenix Groups.  Tarawa is located in 
the Central Gilberts Group and can be 
further divided into two districts. The 
South Tarawa Urban District (STUD) 
is the capital, seat of national parlia-
ment, administrative centre and most 
densely populated area.  Traditional 
agricultural practices and subsistence 
diets, dwellings built from tradition-
al materials and cultural customs are 
more common in North Tarawa and on 
the outer islands. 

I undertook ethnographic field-
work in Kiribati in June/July 2010 and 
between January and May 2011 as part 
of my postgraduate studies at the Uni-
versity of Adelaide.  During this time 
I lived amongst a kainga in a local vil-

lage on Tarawa. Kainga 
refers to related family 
members who reside 
in separate houses on 
shared clan land. I also 
visited Butaritari (an 
outer island 435 min-
utes from Tarawa) and 
stayed in a local guest 
house for four nights in 
August 2010.  

I was adopted by a 
female headed house-
hold or utu situated 
between Bikenibeu and 
the airport.  Our utu 
was one of four in our 
kainga.  Kiribati, rather than English 
was spoken most of the time, howev-
er the adults in our kainga could speak 
English well because they had been 
educated during the colonial admin-
istration.  My adopted Mum was em-
ployed as a public servant.  One parent 
from each kainga was engaged in for-
mal employment and earning a cash 
income.  This was supplemented by 
traditional subsistence activities, such 
as fishing and cutting toddy (the juice 
from coconut flowers).  Everyone iden-
tified as being Catholic Christians and 
attended Church on Sunday morning.  
My adopted Mum would talk about 
the “old magic” and traditional belief 
system and practices when we were in 
private because she felt that it was sin-
ful to discuss such matters in public. 

In addition to being immersed in 
this local community and learning to 
live according to local customs and 
habits, I also undertook a number of 
semi-structured interviews with key 
stakeholders about adapting to climate 
change in Kiribati. 

Kiribati is identified by the Inter-
national Panel for Climate Change 
(IPCC) as a Small Island Developing 
State (SIDS) that is particularly vul-

nerable to the consequences of climate 
change.  The United Nations Frame-
work Convention for Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) and leading international 
donors, such as the World Bank, conse-
quently encourage the Government of 
Kiribati to implement climate change 
adaptation strategies. Such strategies 
aim to reduce vulnerability, improve 
adaptive capacity or enhance resilience 
in response to observed or expected 
changes in climate associated extreme 
weather events.  

Whilst climate change does pres-
ent an urgent and immediate threat to 
sustainable development in Kiribati, 
I discovered a more pressing concern 
whilst living on the island. The I-Kiri-
bati do not have access to prescription 
eyewear. People who need glasses go 
without. This means that low vision 
from uncorrected refractive error is 
incredibly common and people are 
unnecessarily blind. Paul Fotkou and I 
developed Island Vision to address this 
problem. Our social enterprise aims to 
eliminate avoidable blindness in Kir-
ibati by increasing access to Australia 
quality prescription eyewear. 

See islandvision.com.au for more infor-
mation. 

ADAPTATION IN KIRIBATI — Felicity Prance
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HUMANITARIAN DAY AT REGENCY
Once again the Re-

gency School of Hos-
pitality excelled in the 
preparation of food for 
this special UN celebra-
tion. It is an opportunity 
for everyone to remem-
ber those who have lost 
their lives in serving hu-
manity through working 
for the United Nations. 
An effective Power Point 
presentation reminded 
us all of the sacrifices many 
have made. 

Lyn Arnold past Premier of SA,  
and past President of UNAASA spoke, 
and Rosemary Penn as MC was  did a 
wonderful job of presenting an inter-
esting program.

Our chosen Charity this year was 
the Tutti Ensemble choir. TUTTI’ 
means everyone

Tutti is an inclusive multi arts or-
ganisation creating opportunities for 
artists with disabilities to make Extraor-
dinary Art. The collaborative relation-
ship between 
part ic ipants , 
p r o f e s s i o n a l 
artists and the 
wider commu-
nity supports 
the develop-
ment of talent 
across a range 
of creative dis-
ciplines includ-
ing film and 
new media.

Tutti is ded-
icated to bring-
ing people to-
gether through 
the arts, with-
out letting disa-
bility or disad-
vantage get in 
the way.

 A real treat was the singing of the 
Tutti Ensemble Choir, formed from a 
group of people with disabilities.  For 
their delightful contribution we are 
very much indebted to Music Director 
Pat Rix.

One of the choir members, Alistair 
Brasted, gave a truly moving rendition 
of an aria from La Boheme, beautifully 
sung. As he is also a singer in the Ade-
laide Opera Choir, he is blessed with a 
truly magnificent voice greatly appre-
ciated by all.

The dinner was given to mainly dis-
advantaged people, in a way to sym-
bolise the sacrifices made by a number 
of UN workers in their line of duty. It 

provided a great 
opportunity for 
members of the 
UNAA commit-
tee to meet with 
the people that 
the UN tries to 
serve.  Disabled 
people have 
much to thank the 
United Nations 
for in the services 
that are provided 

today. Many initia-
tives have arisen from the International 
Year of the Disabled Person 1981, such 
as wheel chair access to buildings or 
the installation of lifts in schools. The 
awareness created by this special year 
has had lasting effects.

The UNAA SA has continued to of-
fer a one thousand dollar scholarship 
for a needy student at the Regency 
International Hospitality School with 
help from the Norman Percy Cole 
Grant. 

The Regency School has an Interna-

Alistair and the Tutti Choir acknowledging 
Pat Rix and the pianist.

Tze Khaw, The Head Chef from the Convention Centre 
assisted with the food preparation, he nearly lost his 

job to one of our guests

tional reputation for its achievements 
and its support of students. This was 
certainly vindicated by the wonderful 
meal that we enjoyed and the profes-
sional way in which it was served.  Lid-
ia Moretti, Vice President of UNAA in 
South Australia, is to be congratulated 
on the organisation of such a superb 
occasion.

We would also wish to thank our 
ever generous sponsors who each year 
donate the food for what has become a 
highlight of the UNAA(SA) calendar.

Lynn Arnold Speaking



UNAA(SA) Newsletter: Planet 3 Digest

UNAASA  57/81 Carrington Street Adelaide, SA 5000     PH	 (08) 8223 2420 PAGE   5

On World Peace Day 2014, I pray for 
the rights of the Aboriginal Peoples of 
Australia to determine their own des-
tiny.

It is a severe indictment on Australia 
that many of its indigenous people still 
feel that their culture and dignity are 
being eroded, and that they continue to 
be treated as second class citizens – 42 
years after the country signed the Inter-
national Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights. 

Aboriginal elders say that although 
the Aboriginal Land Rights Act of 
1976 transferred control of much of 
the Northern Territory to Aboriginal 
peoples, the people never had the op-
portunity to draw true advantage from 
the land. They were ill prepared to deal 

ARCHBISHOP TUTU’S PRAYER FOR THE RIGHTS OF ABORIGINAL PEOPLES
with complex Western bureaucracies, 
and their efforts have been undermined 
by under-‐development and neglect. 

The imposition of legislation gener-
ally known as the Northern Territory 
Intervention, in 2007, virtually stripped 
them of their voice.

Community councils have been 
closed down and management of many 
aspects of the peoples’ lives has been 
transferred to non-‐indigenous insti-
tutions. The exclusion of local Aborig-
inal perspectives from decision-‐mak-
ing is directly eroding customs, laws, 
languages and land-‐use aspirations. 
Nearly 50% of the youth in detention in 
Australia are Aboriginal, although the 
Aboriginal population constitutes just 
3% of the Australian population.

There are no first-‐class and sec-
ond-‐class citizens on earth, just citi-
zens; sisters and brothers of one family, 
the human family, God’s family. Our 
diversity is a Gift from God. It strength-
ens and enriches us.

All people, regardless of their looks, 
cultures and beliefs – including the 
Aboriginal Peoples of Australia – are 
equally entitled to dignity, to justice, 
and to the right to participate in deci-
sions affecting their lives.

I support those who have called for 
a Truth and Justice Commission for 
Aboriginal Peoples to lay bare the hor-
rors of the past and, finally, commence 
a national healing process for all Aus-
tralians.

Scots Church was an excellent ven-
ue for a combined event with twenty 
local peace groups to celebrate this 
special day.  We were welcomed by 
the Moderator of the Uniting Church, 
Dr Deirdre Palmer, with former Sen-
ator Rosemary Crowley in fine form 
as our MC and Prof Lis Porter giving 
a thought provoking talk on Building 
Peace. 

UN INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE – 21ST SEPTEMBER 2014

There were several highlights, an-
other one being learning about Glob-
al Peace Schools and Kindergartens 
which are authorised through Save 
the Children under the leadership of 
Jenny Hammet.  We listened to a short 
message from Yoko Ono with time to 
meditate while John Lennon sang his 
immortal “Imagine....” courtesy of the 
United Nations Association. 

Then it was time to meet and greet 
other peace friends and learn about 
their current campaigns, and activities 
over an enticing spread for afternoon 
tea or choice of cakes from the Peace of 
Cake stall at the front of the church.

Thanks to all who came and made 
it a memorable occasion, as well as the 
many groups which participated.

At Scots Church on 12 September: Prof Lis Porter (UniSA), Ruth Russell (WILPF), Greens Senator Penny Wright, 
Former Senator Rosemary Crowley and Dr Deidre Palmer (Moderator of The Uniting Church).
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SHEEPISH, OR CAN WE JUST SAY “BAA”?—FAMILY FARMING

There have been numerous puns, 
rhyming jokes, and flippant comments 
about our sheep event in Victoria 
Square on the 8 October.

It did however have a number of 
serious goals. Andrew Baines is a well 
known Adelaide artist who has become 
famous for his (somewhat eccentric?) 
art installations. People remember re-
ports of people in tuxedos and wear-
ing UN blue ties being photographed 
standing in the water at Semaphore. Or 
black and white cows in a similar sit-
uation.

Andrew asked us to work with him 
in celebrating the UN International 
Year of Family Farming. This emphasis 
on the family farm goes much wider 
than just recognising that farming has 
historically been a family business. But 
more significantly there is a recognition 
that the idea of a family farm is some-
thing that covers a concept much wider 
than just one personal career—there is 
an understanding that families go on 
for generations.  Not only is sustaina-
bility the key important element, but 
also the farm is viewed as being an on-
going commitment. The soil must be 
nourished and not depleted.

Andrew thought the unusual sight 
of coloured sheep in Tarndanyanka   
(Victoria Square) offered a way to high-
light this.

So on Wednesday, 8th October 
there was an early gathering, first to 
erect the fencing, then soon afterwards 
the Texel sheep arrived. Some of the 
20 sheep were already quite used to 
wearing a halter having been at the Ad-
elaide Show a few weeks beforehand. 
Others were a little less used to being 
led around, and showed it as they just 
tensed up and refused to move.

They were sprayed in Pink, Yel-
low and Blue (UN Blue of course!!). 
We were comfortable that sheep are 
almost colour blind, and our research 
assured us that 
they would not 
be distressed 
by water based 
food colouring.

Then 20 in-
vited Adelaide 
Celebrity guests 
including Ra-
chel Sanderson, 
Jing Lee, Lynn 
Arnold, and Pe-
ter Goers, were 
allocated their 
sheep. Their 

While the paint dries

Urrbrae students help after the sheep are painted

Artist Andrew Baines photographing his event

task was “simply” to lead the sheep 
around while being photographed in 
Adelaide’s Victoria Square with its co-
lonial and contemporary backdrop.
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Ready to go

Off we go

The photographs were the goal: they quickly 
went viral on social media. Also the local news-
papers and TV coverage was great.

After trying to coax the less well trained 
sheep to follow, our guests were invited to the 
nearby Auge Ristorante for our thanks and for 
some drinks and nibbles. 

In addition to Andrew and his photographer 
Aaron, we thank the Texel sheep farm, as well as 
everyone who helped bring fencing, the sheep 
(whose arrival was delayed by a flat tyre), and of 
course the sheep themselves and the sheep dogs 
who were there to help keep it all under control.

Thank you to everyone involved.

“No, I don’t want to....!!!”

UNAA SA Div, AIIA SA Inc, UN Youth SA, AIA SA&NT and WILPF
present

The United Nations Human Rights Day Public Lecture
Emeritus Professor Ivan Shearer, AM, RFD, FAAL

Drawing mainly on his experience of eight years as a member of The United Nations Human Rights Committee, 
working in Geneva and New York

“International Protection of Human Rights by UN Bodies: Is it Effective”?
6.30 pm, Wednesday 10 December, 2014

Kathleen Lumley College, 51 Finniss Street North Adelaide 5006
Enquiries:          Telephone:  (08) 8223 2420

Professor Ivan Shearer is Emeritus Professor of 
Law at the University of Sydney, having retired from 
the Challis Chair of International Law 2003. Profes-
sor Shearer recently became an Adjunct Professor 
in the School of Law, University of South Austral-
ia. He previously taught at the University of New 
South Wales (1975-1993) and the University of Ad-
elaide (1965-1972). He has held visiting positions at 
the Australian National University, the University 
of Melbourne, Indiana University, Bloomington, the 
United States Naval War College, Newport, and All 
Souls College, Oxford.

He is a member of the Panel of Arbitrators of the 
Permanent Court of Arbitration, The Hague. He has 
served in two recent international arbitrations and 
in two cases before the International Tribunal for the 
Law of the Sea, Hamburg. 

Since 2001 Professor Shearer has served as an 
elected member of the United Nations Human 
Rights Committee. In March 2007 he was elected 
Vice-President of the Committee for a term of two 
years.

In 1995 he was appointed a Member of the Order 
of Australia (AM).
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Letter to Senator Brandis, Federal Attorney General.

Dear Attorney,

Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment

We, the undersigned organisations, are writing to urge the Australian Government to ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention 
against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT) and implement a National Preventative 
Mechanism (NPM) without delay.

We welcomed Australia’s signing of OPCAT in 2009. Now in ratifying OPCAT the Australian Government will demonstrate, national-
ly and internationally, its commitment to safeguarding the human rights of people deprived of their liberty in all places of detention, 
including prisons, police lock ups, juvenile detention centres, immigration detention centres, mental health facilities and forensic 
disability units.

The aim of OPCAT is to strengthen the protection of persons deprived of their liberty through non-judicial means of a preventative 
nature. We strongly support this goal and believe that independent monitoring by autonomous bodies under OPCAT will serve to 
strengthen a culture of human rights within Australian detention facilities.

Since Australia signed OPCAT in 2009, a National Interest Analysis has been conducted and in 2012 the bipartisan Joint Standing 
Committee on Treaties completed an inquiry into Australia’s ratification of OPCAT. We strongly support the recommendation of the 
Committee that the Australian Government work in collaboration with the States and Territories to ratify OPCAT and implement a 
NPM as soon as possible.

In supporting the recommendation of the Committee, we point to the importance of the accountability mechanism provided by the 
Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture (SPT). The Committee identified that the SPT has proven to be a valuable and successful 
mechanism in exercising oversight and providing support for State Parties as they implement OPCAT.

Ratification of OPCAT would provide the opportunity for the SPT to lend its expertise to Federal, State and Territory jurisdictions 
in aligning existing mechanisms to meet the requirements of OPCAT, particularly the establishment and implementation of a NPM. 
Australian jurisdictions have monitoring bodies already in existence and ratification of OPCAT would allow cooperation with the 
SPT to modify these institutions under guidance to form a NPM.

The Australian Government has stated its intention to postpone the implementation of a NPM. We do not support this intention as 
delayed implementation of a NPM would render Australia’s ratification of OPCAT symbolic rather than effective, potentially com-
promising Australia’s stated commitment to human rights.

In light of the consultative processes already undertaken by the Australian Government and the initiation of a collaborative approach 
between the Federal, State and Territory Governments to reform existing inspection bodies, there exist no reasonable obstacles to 
Australia’s immediate ratification of OPCAT and the implementation of a NPM.

OPCAT, the SPT and the NPM bodies safeguard the human rights of people in custodial settings and provide independent oversight 
of places of detention. The transparency and accountability offered by OPCAT and its mechanisms provide Australia with the oppor-
tunity to act as regional and global model for best practice on human rights in places of detention.

In the lead up to Australia’s review before the UN Committee against Torture in Geneva in 2014, we call on the Australian Federal, 
State and Territory Governments to commit to ratifying OPCAT in full and implementing a NPM without delay.

Yours sincerely,

The undersigned organisations  Signed by 63 organisations, including UNAA.

The UNAA has co-signed the letter be-
low to the Attorney-General calling on 
the Australian government to ratify the 
Optional Protocol to the Convention 
Against Torture, which Australia signed 
in 2009. The key aim of OPCAT is to 
prevent the mistreatment of people in 
detention by safeguarding the human 
rights of people in custodial settings 
and providing independent oversight of 
places of detention.  

It is important for the UNAA to advocate 
for the government to ratify OPCAT be-
cause: 

1.       UNAA general policy should be in 
line with UN policies (covenants, decla-
rations, optional protocols etc) and ad-

vocating for the Australian government 
to sign and ratify them in accordance 
with international norms and standards

2.       Nearly 70 other countries (includ-
ing the UK and NZ) have ratified the 
Optional Protocol

3.       A National Interest Analysis has 
been conducted and the Bipartisan 
Joint Standing Committee on Treaties 
Inquiry recommended in 2012 that 
the Australian Government work with 
states to ratify OPCAT as soon as pos-
sible

4.       Human rights of people in deten-
tion (asylum seekers) and prison (in-
digenous people) is an issue Australia 
really needs to address, and the work 

of implementing this protocol will see 
light shone into dark places. You may 
recall President of the Human Rights 
Commission Gillian Triggs gave Aus-
tralia a mainly positive review of our 
performance in relation to human rights 
in the last Australia and the UN: Report 
Card, but singled out treatment of those 
in detention and indigenous people as 
the two significant exceptions that Aus-
tralia needs to address.

The UNAA has advocated for the gov-
ernment to ratify OPCAT in the past, 
and it would be wonderful if you were 
happy to include information about the 
importance of ratifying OPCAT in news-
letters/ social media/ member letters.

UNAA says it is time Australia signed the optional protocol against torture (OPCAT)
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Have your say for peace – UN 
expert urges NGOs to take ac-
tive role in global disarmament.

GENEVA (19 September 2014) – The 
United Nations Independent Expert 
on the Promotion of a Democratic and 
Equitable International Order, Alfred de 
Zayas, calls on civil society organiza-
tions to take an active role in a special 
forum to be convened by the UN Con-
ference on Disarmament, to be held in 
Geneva later this year. 
On the occasion of the Internation-
al Day of Peace, Mr. de Zayas urges 
NGOs to take advantage of this oppor-
tunity to propose concrete strategies for 
conversion from military-first to peace-
ful economies and to demand greater 
transparency from governments in the 
determination of budget priorities and 
a significant reduction of military ex-
penditures. 
“Peace, as a condition to the full en-
joyment of all human rights, is much 
too important to be left to politicians. 
Hence, public participation in deci-
sion-making must be strengthened so 
that a truly democratic and equitable 
international order can emerge.   Civil 
society demands not only the absence 
of war but also the creation of an en-
vironment conducive to international 
peace and solidarity. 
Today, on International Day of Peace 
2014, I call upon civil society organiza-
tions around the world to take an ac-
tive role in bringing about a meaningful 
transformation in their own countries, 
downsizing the military and reorient-
ing budgets towards education, health 
care, the creation of employment in 
peaceful industries and reinforcing of 
the rule of law and administration of 
justice. 
An invigorated civil society expects 
from governments more than just lip 

UN Expert on the International Day of Peace - Sunday 21 September 2014 
service to peace, and demands con-
crete actions including disarmament, 
close regulation and meaningful reduc-
tion of the arms trade. 
Parliaments have a key role in pro-
moting disarmament for development 
and monitoring the observance of dis-
armament commitments by States, in 
particular pursuant to article VI of the 
Non-Proliferation Treaty. 
Nuclear arsenals must be reduced and 
verification procedures for effective nu-
clear disarmament must be enforced. 
As long as huge nuclear stockpiles ex-
ist, the threat of nuclear conflagration 
will persist, whether caused by aggres-
sion or by a technological glitch. This 
man-made danger must be recognized 
and removed. 
Concrete recommendations for dis-
armament and development can be 
found in my latest report* to the UN Hu-
man Rights Council, which proposes 
streamlining these initiatives within the 
entire UN system. 
Peace is a continuing joint venture, with 
each agency expected to contribute to 
this goal within its area of competence 
and to cooperate with each other with-
out sterile turf competition. The Hu-
man Rights Council is a key venue to 
advance peace as a human right and 
should henceforth mainstream peace 
into its work, integrating disarmament 
for development into the long-term 
strategy of the Universal Periodic Re-
view. 
The UN General Assembly should 
create a de-escalation committee with 
the task of silencing the drums of war, 
using diplomacy rather than menaces. 
A committee tasked with abating ten-
sions and focusing on conflict preven-
tion would be a real step toward peo-
ple-centred international order and the 
widespread enjoyment of civil, cultural, 
economic, political and social rights. 

History shows that governments have 
again and again stumbled into wars by 
the dynamic of escalating rhetoric.  It is 
a noble function of the noblest interna-
tional organization to facilitate peace-
ful negotiation and assist politicians to 
withdraw from belligerency, bearing in 
mind that war-mongering is contrary to 
article 2(4) of the UN Charter and arti-
cle 20 of the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights.” 
We must simultaneously address spe-
cific threats and breaches of the peace 
while devising durable solutions to the 
root causes of conflict and strengthen-
ing existing mechanisms to maintain 
local, regional and world peace. 
The theme of this year’s International 
Day of Peace is the ‘Right of Peoples 
to Peace’. The Human Rights Council 
is currently discussing a draft decla-
ration on the right to peace aimed at 
achieving a UN Declaration on the right 
to peace, which should go beyond prior 
UN declarations and establish an ap-
propriate monitoring mechanism. 
(*)  See the full report to the UN Human 
Rights Council: http://www.ohchr.org/
EN/Issues/IntOrder/Pages/IEInterna-
tionalorderIndex.aspx  
Alfred de Zayas (United States of 
America) was appointed as the first 
Independent Expert on the promotion 
of a democratic and equitable inter-
national order by the Human Rights 
Council, effective May 2012. He is cur-
rently professor of international law at 
the Geneva School of Diplomacy. Mr. 
de Zayas practiced corporate law and 
family law in New York and Florida. As 
a Human Rights Council’s mandate 
holder, he is independent from any gov-
ernment or organization and serves in 
his individual capacity. Learn more, log 
on to: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/
IntOrder/Pages/IEInternationalorderIn-
dex.aspx

Pay Day Lunch Series Talks.
Speaker: Gill Hicks.

When:  12—13.0 pm Wednesday 29 October
What:    Choice of warm chicken salad, or lamb salad, both served with a honey glaze, tomato and yoghurt dressing and a soft 

drink $25. (note $5 from each ticket will be donated to the Repat. Foundation for which Gill is  an Ambassador.
Where: The Police Club—27 Carrington Street, ADELAIDE
Book:    1300 131 844 or platinum@policecu.com.au

Gill Hicks is the founder of Not for Profit organisation M.A.D. For 
Peace and consultancy M.A.D. Minds.

She was severely and permanently injured in the London bombings of 
2005, losing both of her legs just below the knee.

Originally from Adelaide, Gill has lived in London since 1992.
She is determined to do all she can to deter anyone from following a 
path of violent action and believes everyone can make a personal differ-
ence to create a confident and sustainable peace.
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AUGUST DISCUSSION EVENING WITH DR BARRY FITZPATRICK

Another very interesting meeting, 
with a wide ranging talk and discus-
sion. Barry Fitzpatrick worked for a 
number of years in Bangladesh, made 
many close friends while working in 
this Muslim country, and was able to 
offer a comprehensive overview of the 
various Islamic countries, and how we 
might understand this from our very 
different European background.

He first offered a background by 
observing that the biggest movement of 
people came in the 19th century when 
overpopulation resulted in migration 
out of Europe. In addition famine in 
Silesia and Ireland added to this move-
ment when 50 million left Europe. Now 
we face 54 million displaced people in 
the world. Interestingly 90% are Mus-
lim. many are moving out of despera-
tion. Particularly from the Sahel, with 
the main movement into Europe.

In Bangladesh in 1990 the popula-
tion was 110 million, with an average 
of 6 babies per female. Now it is 150 
million, and 3 babies.

Barry observed  that people who 
start conversations about Islam seem to 
often do it from a position of consider-
able ignorance. Especially concerning 
radicals. For example many notable 
quotes, from the 19th century, through 
from Churchill to Blair towards the end 
of the 20th seem to do so from a posi-
tion based on absolute ignorance. As an 
interesting aside, Barry explained  that 
in the 12th century Pope Innocent II  al-
lowed the newly invented crossbow to 
be used on Muslims, but definitely not 
on Christians.

He asked “Why do people move?” 
and answering his own question, said 
”Usually because of poverty”. In the  
10th century the Arab States had a GDP 
greater than that of Europe. Now, in 
spite of oil, it is down to 24%. So he 
asked what is the cause of the poverty 
that results in the flow of people? He 
suggests two contributing causes in cli-
mate change, and the lack of corporate 
structures.

Corporations are hard to achieve 
in an Islamic world with their religious 
aspect to their ownership and control. 
For example Osama Bin Laden was 
17th out of 25 boys, and on the death 
of his father, the estate was divid-
ed 2 parts for the boys, and 1 part for 
daughters and ex wives. This tends to 
divide up corporate wealth on death. 
Hence the GDP of Arabia is less than 
that of Israel. In Arabia the estate is di-

vided up on the death of the patriarch.

Education is so very important, 
but there are also deep seated cultural 
problems.  Female medical students are 
not permitted to dissect male cadavers. 
Why are women not allowed to drive 
in Saudi Arabia? The problem is that 
the people who are telling people what 
they may, or may not do, are uneducat-
ed. There is no Islamic university in the 
top 500.

For example, with the Nobel Prize. 
There were 8 awards to Islamic recipi-
ents (9 now with Malala) including one 
for Yasser Arafat. That is to 20% of the 
world population. Yet Israel at 0.02% 
has 125 Nobel Prizes.

Look at R&D figures. An expend-
iture of 0.8% on R&D compares with 
2.9% in the US and 4.4% in Israel.

In Pakistan 3 new mosques were 
built in university campuses, but no 
bookshops.

It would not be inaccurate to 
ask “who were the speakers in the 
mosques, and to conclude they are mis-
fits!”, and to suggest that if we look at 
the Madrassa, or religious school, there 
are 13,000 in Indonesia, and 13,000 in 
Pakistan, and that  the curriculum is 
only the Koran and how to make ex-
plosives.

We need to understand that the 
funding of schools offers opportunities 
to control the curriculum.  There is ev-
idence  of a slow renaissance occurring 
in Islam, mainly driven by women, 
and using techniques gleaned from the 
West. However we also need to recog-
nise, for example, in a poll taken on 7 
July 2005 in the UK after the bombings, 
that 40% wanted Sharia law. This is dis-
turbing to Barry as most of his Bangla-
deshi friends are Muslims.

Barry then went on to reflect on the 
birth of Abraham, and the long history 
of the development of the belief in one 
God. Ishmael was the child of Abra-
ham’s concubine, and became the fore-
father of the Arab groups. While Isaac 
was the child from Abraham’s wife, 
and fathered  the Jewish race. Moses 
lived about 1000 BC, and the Jews were 
taken to Babylon in 600 BC.

Muhammad was born in 570 BC. At 
the age of 40 in Mecca he heard voic-
es, and had scribes record the voices of 
the Archangel Gabriel. Than at 50 he 
fell out with the people of Mecca, and 
moved to Medina and formed an army. 

The Koran after this time changed to 
become socio-political and violent. In 
this latter part the Koran has a lot of de-
tail describing small skirmishes. 

We should remember that Muham-
mad only spoke Aramaic, and could 
not read or write.

There may also be possible misin-
terpretation of the meaning of words. 
Virgins or white raisins are almost the 
same word. Or the steed with wings 
that took Muhammad to Temple Mount 
in Jerusalem returned him to Mecca the  
following day. Two generations later 
after Muhammad’s death his followers 
took over Jerusalem and declared the 
Mount a holy place.

Barry concluded his wide ranging 
talk by asking “Why Shiite and Sunni?” 
pointing out that Muhammad had no 
male successor, and only his daughter 
Fatima.

From the start there was a divi-
sion based on political structure and 
heritage. For the first century after the 
death of Muhammad there developed 
a verbal analysis of his life, which 
then became Hadith, where a group 
of scholars recorded their record of the 
teachings, deeds and sayings of the Is-
lamic prophet Muhammad.

Working from different Hadith,  
the Shia and Sunni emphasise different 
aspects of the Prophet’s words. From 
the Hadith comes Sharia Law.

Barry summarised this by saying 
the solution can only come from real 
education, and through that the appro-
priate treatment of women.

He thanked us for asking him to 
speak, but we were really those who 
needed to say thank you. Thank you 
Barry for such a fascinating, wide rang-
ing, knowledgeable, and balanced re-
port. 

A question was asked about how 
media reports concentrate so much on 
guns, and people wielding them. He 
answered by saying we should be look-
ing for the solution in the words, and 
what people are saying. And then went 
on to point out that a firing weapon is 
a little late for words. He finished on a 
very thoughtful conclusion: he felt the 
West had developed so comprehen-
sively because time was taken to think.     

A fascinating idea for us to reflect 
on.
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25 years of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child

CHILD RIGHTS AND UNICEF

UNICEF’s work is guided by the 
United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child (CRC). The most 
internationally recognised treaty on 
the planet, the Convention sets out the 
basic rights of children and the obli-
gations of governments to fulfil those 
rights.

This ground-breaking treaty was 
adopted by the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly in 1989 and was ratified 
by Australia in December 1990. Despite 
being ratified by Australia, it has not 
yet been incorporated into Australian 
law.

However, having ratified the Con-
vention, Australia’s government has 
committed to make sure every child in 
Australia has every right under each of 
54 Articles in the Convention. Compli-
ance with the Convention is monitored 
by the United Nations Committee on 
the Rights of the Child, which is based 
in Geneva. Governments who are par-

ty to the Convention must 
report every five years to the 
Committee on the Rights of 
the Child highlighting what 
they are doing to ensure chil-
dren’s rights are being met.

UNICEF’s mission is to 
make sure the rights of every 
child, everywhere, are pro-
tected. UNICEF draws atten-
tion to the duties of govern-
ments, families, communities 
and individuals to respect 
those rights and supports 
them to do so.

CHILD RIGHTS OVER 
THE PAST 25 YEARS

2014 marks the 25th anni-
versary of the United Nations 

Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
If you are aged 25, or younger, you’ve 
enjoyed a childhood that has been pro-

tected by the most widely ratified inter-
national human rights treaty in history.

The Convention changed the way 
children are viewed and treated – that 
is, as human beings with a distinct set 
of rights instead of as passive objects of 
care and charity.

The unprecedented acceptance of 
the Convention clearly shows a wide 
global commitment to advancing chil-
dren’s rights.  

There is much to celebrate in mark-
ing the 25th anniversary of the Conven-
tion, from declining infant mortality to 
rising school enrolment, but this histor-
ic milestone also serves as an urgent re-
minder that much remains to be done. 

The world needs new ideas and 

approaches, and the Convention is the 
guiding document for every human be-
ing in every nation.

CHILD RIGHTS: THE FOUR KEY 
PRINICPLES

The United Nations Convention on 
the Rights of the Child consists of 54 ar-
ticles and is guided by four fundamen-
tal principles:

1. EVERY CHILD, EVERYWHERE: 
Children should neither benefit nor 
suffer because of their race, colour, 
gender, language, religion, national, 
social or ethnic origin, or because of 
any political or other opinion; because 
of their caste, property or birth status; 
or because they are disabled.

2. THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE 
CHILD: Laws and actions affecting 
children should put their best interests 
first and benefit them in the best possi-
ble way.

3. SURVIVAL, DEVELOPMENT 
AND PROTECTION: The authorities 
in each country must protect children 
and help ensure their full development 
— physically, spiritually, morally and 
socially. 

4. A VOICE: Children have a right 
to have their say in decisions that affect 
them and to have their opinions taken 
into account.

For more information about the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(CRC) or to order hard copies of UNICEF 
Australia’s CRC flyer, please  phone 02 
9261 2811

- See more at: http://www.unicef.org.
au/Discover/What-we-do/Convention-on-
the-Rights-of-the-Child.a

Creator God, You have called us to be keepers of your Earth;
Through greed, we have established an economy that destroys the web of 

life. 
We have changed our climate and drown in despair.  

Let oceans of justice flow,  
May we learn to sustain and renew the life of our Mother, Earth,

We pray for our leaders, custodians of Mother Earth;
as they gather in New York City at the climate talks,

May they negotiate with wisdom and fairness,
May they act with compassion and courage,

and lead us in the path of justice for the sake of our children and our 
children’s children.

ARCHBISHOP DESMOND TUTU’S CLIMATE CHANGE PRAYER
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POSTSCRIPT
I am writing this at the time when 

there are just 3 weeks to go to our UN 
Day Dinner. I fear that “more than a lit-
tle anxious” is a fair description of our 
feelings, something that is only allayed 
during the month as the acceptances 
come in.

UN Day Dinner
9 November, 6.30 sharp at the Na-

tional Wine Centre. With an emphasis 
on the year of Family Farming it will be 
a great food experience. The speakers 
will be the retired Governor of South 
Australia Rear Admiral Kevin Scarce, 
and Mrs Liz Scarce.

The Dinner is really our only fund 
raiser during the year, and we hope at-
tendance is sufficient to make it a great 
success. 

In addition ABC personality Costa 
Georgiadis will be a most appropriate 
Master of Ceremonies

With the emphasis on Family Farm-
ing, support from a wide range of food 
enthusiasts has been so very gener-
ous—both in the offer of farm produce, 
as well as help from notable Adelaide 
chefs to excel in doing something inter-
esting. 

An invitation form is included with 
this newsletter. 

Since we lost our support from the 
State Government we depend much 
more on the dinner to balance our 
budget. (We still receive office rental 
support from the State government to 
keep it at the same level as though we 
were still in the Torrens Building)

Discussion Evening
This will be the final discussion 

evening for the year on 18 November. 
We hoped Felicity Prance would be 
able to tell us about her experiences 
in working on the Pacific Island State 
of Kiribati. However she has moved 
to New Zealand. But Paul Fotkou  has 
agreed to come and tell us how Felic-
ity’s project is providing glasses in a 
thoroughly professional way to the Is-
land’s population. See the notice in this 
newsletter.

These evenings provide a great 
opportunity to hear from great local 
speakers. In a small group it allows 
questions being a less formal structure.

Human Rights Day Lecture
On 10 December Professor Ivan 

Shearer will speak about his experienc-
es of eight years as a member of The 
United Nations Human Rights Com-
mittee, working in Geneva and New 
York. at 6 pm Kathleen Lumley College 
North Adelaide. See the notice else-
where in this newsletter.

EVENTS SINCE OUR 
LAST NEWSLETTER

We have been busy these past two 
months. First we have been preparing 
for what we hope will be a memorable 
dinner.

Humanitarian Day
The 19th August was World Hu-

manitarian Day. This year our lunch-
eon guests at the Graduates Restaurant 
at the TAFE SA Regency Campus on 
Friday 29th August our guests came  
from Tutti—an organisation dedicated 
to bringing people together through 
the arts, without letting disability or 
disadvantage get in the way.

There was great food, great singing 
from our guests, good company, and 
an opportunity to again be able to of-
fer a disadvantaged Regency Student a 
scholarship to assist in his or her edu-
cation. 

 UN Peacekeepers Day
On September 14 UNAASA was 

represented, and placed a wreath at the 
North Terrace National War Memorial 
at the service to  recognise the sacrifice 
of those who have lost their lives while 
serving the UN as international peace-
keepers. A most important role.

Discussion Evening
The following evening (15 Septem-

ber) Dr Barry Fitzpatrick came to tell 
us about Islam. He worked as a doctor 
in Bangladesh, and has many Muslim 
friends. He certainly was the compel-

ling and informative speaker we ex-
pected.

We apologise to him for having in-
correctly named him in earlier notices.

World Peace Day
The celebration of World Peace 

Day on 21 September at Scots Church 
brought together an even larger group 
of organisations interested in working 
for peace.

The National Police Remem-
brance Day Service

UNAASA was well represented at 
the service at Taperoo on 29 September. 
It remembered those who have died 
in Police service in Australia, and also 
especially commemorated the 50th an-
niversary of the Australian Police Mis-
sion to Cyprus, and the death in 1969 
of SA Police Sergeant Lewelyn Thomas 
while on that mission.

Coloured sheep in Victoria 
Square?

No we were not feeling sheepish, 
but to celebrate the International year 
of Family Farming Andrew Baines’ art 
installation went very well. The nota-
ble Adelaide personalities came to lead 
the coloured sheep around in Victoria 
Square. While this was generally a suc-
cess, some of the sheep had other ideas, 
and really did not want to behave.

We thank everyone who helped 
make it such a success. Within 24 hours 
there were reports all around the world  
showing film and photos via social me-
dia (in addition to local TV and news-
paper coverage).

THANK YOU
We will look back on this year, and 

wonder how we managed to do so 
much. There has been so much effort 
invested to make this happen, and such 
a wide range of people to thank.

I hope we are fulfilling our goal of 
supporting the work of the UN, and 
seeking to tell people about its good 
works. 

John Crawford, President, August 2014, 
	 (email: pres@unaasa.org.au).

Listen to …..“A Peace of the Action”
Adelaide’s only peace and social justice 

program

WHERE :  Radio Adelaide — 101.5 fm
WHEN:  Sundays 11.30 am— 12.00 noon
If you have a topic you would like to talk about on radio

Contact Ruth Russell  ph 8390 3456. 

Beerenberg Charity Strawberry Picking Morning
Saturday 22nd November 10.30 am.

UNAA SA has been invited to pick the strawberries for our cho-
sen charity at $5.50 per Kilogram.

The Strawberries will then be donated to one of our favourite 
charities—‘Grandparents for Grandchildren.

Following that, those who wish to do so are invited to a pub 
lunch at the German Arms Hahndorf.

Only 30 can come.
RSVP to Lidia Moretti asap at lidiamoretti@hotmail.com


