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COMING EVENTS
DISCUSSION EVENING—ALL WELCOME

Tuesday 19 May 2015
5.30 to 7.30pm
At the UNAA(SA) Office: 57/81 Carrington Street, Adelaide

SPEAKER: RUTH RUSSELL
SUBJECT:

APRIL 1915 TO APRIL 2015 — THE
CENTENARY OF WILPF
The Women’s International League For Peace and Freedom

The United Nations—1945 to 2015

As we recognise the Centenary of the landing, and
the sacrifice of the fallen in “the War to End All Wars”
we also see a desire amongst all nations for peace and
harmony.
Out of the 1914-1918 conflict the League of Nations
was created to provide a forum for resolving international disputes. The League lasted for 26 years.
The onset of the Second World War showed that the
League had failed its primary purpose, which was to
prevent any future world war.
In 1945 the United Nations (UN) replaced it after
the end of the Second World War on 20 April 1946
and inherited a number of agencies and organisations founded by the League.

To celebrate the 70th anniversary of the founding of the UN in 1945, UNAA SA arranged a multicultural art event at
Henley beach with Artist Andrew Baines on 18 April 2015.
Our guests were standing on clear
plastic boxes in the water, creating the
picture of them floating on the water, to
symbolise human islands.

The guests included Hon Hieu
Van Le—Governor of South Australia, Grace Portolesi—Chair Multicultural and Ethnic Commission
SA, The Hon. Chris
Kourakis-Chief
Justice of SA, Hon.
Jing Lee-MLC, Angela Kenneally—
Mayor of Charles
Sturt, Laura Adzanku—representing
Africa, Joe Scalzi—
President of the
Italian Carbenieri
Association, Jock
Zonfrillo—Native
Food Chef and Restauranteur (Orana),
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Sarika Young—Indian Dancer and Director of a Modelling Academy, and Sonia
Feldhoff ABC Afternoon presenter.
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Palm Sunday Plea
strangers.
People
traumatised by war
and
persecution.
We’re even scared
of
traumatised
children. And if they
flee their war-torn
countries in boats,
well, then, they’re
twice as threatening.
... As if they’re armed
invaders. But these
people arrive with
nothing .... and a
crying need for safe
refuge. ... First we
criminalised
them.
Then we turned them
into faceless objects.
The treatment of
cattle on boats in
Tim’s view receives
more attention as
we are moved to
pity but not so for
“this special species
of person called the
“boat person”, whose

Tim Winton

According to Tim Winton, what
was political common sense in
Australia has become nonsense—
vicious and despicable nonsense
—over the past 15 years. He
laments the way Australia tries to
keep secret what is being done to
“faceless strangers”, to” innocent
people” and to “powerless
children”. Yes, he is referring to
refugees! In Tim’s words he asks:
What secret are we hiding? Well, it’s
awkward, and kind of embarrassing.
You see we’re afraid. Terrified. This
big, brash wealthy country. We have
an irrational phobia. We’re afraid of
strangers. Not rich strangers ... poor

heartbreaking for him as it has made
a “travesty of our most sacred values,
the very things we thought we stood
for as a society: our sense of decency,
fairness, justice, compassion, openness.
In our own time we have seen what is
plainly wrong, what is demonstrably
immoral celebrated as not simply
pragmatic but right and fair. “ He sees
it as “no accident that both mainstream
political parties have pursued asylum
seeker policies based on cruelty and
secrecy. First, pandering to irrational
public fear and then at the mercy of it.
... Because these policies are popular.
Tim takes us even further back in
history to Victorian England where
reformers like Charles Dickens exposed
the immorality of the rest of society that
fed off the misery of the poor – “human
garbage” who when they became a
“nuisance” were exported to places like
Australia. He reminds us that some of
these could have been our ancestors.
Today we have a worldwide problem
with 50 million refugees displaced by
war, famine and persecution. Stopping
the boats has brought only a false peace

legal right to
seek asylum is
denied as is their
suffering
and
they are vilified
as “illegals”.
Taking us back
into history, Tim
reminds us of the
tens of thousands
of
Vietnamese
who
became
“our neighbours,
our schoolmates,
our
colleagues
at work.” This
has
become

Student Protestor in Perth

of mind. Tim poses the question, “What
about our souls as people?”
The above article is taken from a speech
by Tim Winton at the Palm Sunday Walk
for Justice4Refugees in Perth. Tim, born
in 1960, is an accomplished Western
Australian novelist who has been named
as a living treasure by the National Trust.
He is the patron of the Tim Winton Award
for Young Writers sponsored by the City
of Subiaco. He is also very active in the
Australian environmental movement.
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DISCUSSION EVENING—ALL WELCOME

Tuesday 19 May 2015,
5.30 to 7.30pm
At the UNAA(SA) Office: 57/81 Carrington Street, Adelaide

SPEAKER: RUTH RUSSELL
SUBJECT:
APRIL 1915 TO APRIL 2015 — THE CENTENARY OF WILPF
THE WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR PEACE AND FREEDOM
Ruth Russell has been a UNAA SA Executive Committee member since 2004. She has represented WILPF on our committee over
this time. She travelled to The Hague to celebrate the Centenary of the founding of WILPF on 25 April 2015. Our May discussion
evening offers a timely opportunity to have Ruth tell us about the very significant contribution WILPF has made towards peace over
this past one hundred years.
Our evenings offer a great opportunity to engage our guests in informal discussion, with the small numbers in attendance providing a great opportunity to raise questions and discuss the answers.

WILPF is holding an exhibition at the Kerry Packer
Gallery in the Bob Hawke Centre at UniSA City West
campus which could be called “The Untold Story.” It
depicts the last 100 years of peace activism in Australia
at a time when all media channels are full of the ANZAC
story.
Few people are aware that at the same time as the ANZACs landed at Gallipoli, 1800 women met at the Peace
Palace in The Hague to develop the Principles for Permanent Peace. These women's Principles are now enshrined
in the Charter of the United Nations and have been promoted ever since by Women's International League for
Peace & Freedom (WILPF) which also celebrates its centenary on 25th April 2015.
In April this year, WILPF women will gather in The
Hague to set a new approach to stopping war and to promote women’s participation and the principles of permanent peace.
Ruth Russell will talk about these women's inspiring
stories of peace activism, which parallel Australia's political history over the last 100 years. The exhibition is
open from 6 May to 29th May and provides background
material for Ruth's talk.
Ruth Russell is an Australian peace activist, and one of five
Australian citizens who travelled to Iraq in 2003 to function
as a human shield, and for some of the eight weeks was located
at the Taji food silo. Her stated reason for doing so was to
show “solidarity with the Iraqi civilians who will suffer greatly from the planned invasion of Iraq”. (Wickipedia).
Ruth Russell
UNAASA 57/81 Carrington Street Adelaide, SA 5000
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Human Development Index – World View
United Nations Human Development Index (HDI) rankings for 2013.
For full details, see List of countries by Human Development Index (en.wikipedia)

above 0.900

0.850–0.899

0.800–0.849

0.750–0.799

0.700–0.749

0.650–0.699

0.600–0.649

0.550–0.599

0.500–0.549

0.450–0.499

0.400–0.449

0.350–0.399

0.300–0.349

Data unavailable

Table 1: Human Development Index and its Components
HDI
rank

Country

Human
Development Index (HDI)
Value,
2013

Life expectancy
at birth
(years),
2013

Mean years
of schooling (years),
2012 a

Expected
years of
schooling
(years),
2012 a

Gross
national income (GNI)
per capita
(2011 PPP
$), 2013

Human Development
Index (HDI)
Value, 2012

Change
in rank,
20122013

1

Norway

0.944

81.5

12.6

17.6

63,909

0.943

0

2

Australia

0.933

82.5

12.8

19.9

41,524

0.931

0

3

Switzerland

0.917

82.6

12.2

15.7

53,762

0.916

0

4

Netherlands

0.915

81.0

11.9

17.9

42,397

0.915

0

5

United States

0.914

78.9

12.9

16.5

52,308

0.912

0

6

Germany

0.911

80.7

12.9

16.3

43,049

0.911

0

7

New Zealand

0.910

81.1

12.5

19.4

32,569

0.908

0

8

Canada

0.902

81.5

12.3

15.9

41,887

0.901

0

9

Singapore

0.901

82.3

10.2

15.4

72,371

0.899

3

10

Denmark

0.900

79.4

12.1

16.9

42,880

0.900

0

11

Ireland

0.899

80.7

11.6

18.6

33,414

0.901

-3

12

Sweden

0.898

81.8

11.7

15.8

43,201

0.897

-1

13

Iceland

0.895

82.1

10.4

18.7

35,116

0.893

0

14

United Kingdom

0.892

80.5

12.3

16.2

35,002

0.890

0

15

Hong Kong, China (SAR)

0.891

83.4

10.0

15.6

52,383

0.889

0

15

Korea (Republic of)

0.891

81.5

11.8

17.0

30,345

0.888

1

The Human Development Index (HDI) is a composite statistic of life expectancy,
education, and income indices used to rank countries into four tiers of human development. It was created by Indian economist Amartya Sen and Pakistani economist
Mahbub ul Haq in 1990,[1] and was published by the United Nations Development
Programme.

Mahbub ul Haq

The 2010 Human Development Report introduced an Inequality-adjusted Human
Development Index (IHDI). While the simple HDI remains useful, it stated that “the
IHDI is the actual level of human development (accounting for inequality)” and “the
HDI can be viewed as an index of ‘potential’ human development (or the maximum
IHDI that could be achieved if there were no inequality)”.
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International Year of Soils 2015
The 68th General Assembly declared 2015 the
International Year of Soils.
Healthy soils are very important. We need soil just like
the air we breathe and it is
time we started protecting it
because there can be no life
without it.

also has a high water-holding
capacity, keeping plants and
trees hydrated.
Fertile soil is a finite resource and to preserve soils
for future generations there
are things we can do in our
own garden.

Soils are made from the
rocks that are decomposed
slowly by the sun, wind
and rain, animal and plants.
In this way 10 metres of fertile soils
are produced in 2000 years. Forests
and plants protect soil but 13 million
hectares of forests are cut down each
year. That means 24 billion tons of
fertile soil were lost in 2011, that is 3.4
tons per person worldwide no matter
the age.
“The food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) estimates that at least
a third of all soils are degraded due
to erosion, compaction, soil sealing,
salinization, soil organic matter and
nutrient depletion, acidification,

pollution and other processes caused
by unsustainable land management
practices.” (UN.org.au)
Soil is essential because at least a
quarter of the world’s biodiversity
lives underground; almost all the antibiotics we take to help fight bacterial
infections have been obtained from
soil microorganisms, penicillin being
the most well-known and healthy
living soils contain a good amount of
humus. “Humus is mainly made up
of carbon, hydrogen and oxygen. It
provides nutriments for plants and

Healthy soils need thriving
microbe populations and to
encourage life in soils you
need to add decaying organic
matter. This can be done in
several ways. For example, when you
mow the lawn, don’t take the clippings
away, spread them across the lawn as
you mow it. You could also compost
your organic household waste by
placing your food scraps, leaf litter
and plant clippings into a large storage
container outside in the sun.
For more information go to: www.
globalsoilweek.org
This information was compiled by Dylan
Whiteford-Hall who has recently been acting as
an assistant volunteer in the UNAA SA office.
Dylan is also a member of UN Youth.

Healthy soils provide many benefits to humankind and to animal and plant life in general

Turkey moves to clear 1 Million Landmines
The Turkish government plans to
clear its borders of more than 975,000
landmines. Parliament is debating
the establishment of a mine clearance
agency that will be tasked with removing 975,674 landmines planted in the
country’s border regions. The mine
clearance agency will be tasked with
overseeing the clearance process by
private companies.
Plans to restart the de-mining process come four years after the army
demolished the anti-personnel mines
in its arsenal.

The country became a party to the
Ottawa Treaty in 2004, but efforts to
clear the landmines were hindered
when unrest erupted in Syria in 2011,
with which it shares a 915-kilometer-long border.
Conflict between the government
and the opposition on planned tenders
for the landmine clearance work further complicated the efforts. Defence
Minister İsmet Yılmaz cites technical
challenges as the reason for the delay
in mine removal, and denied the opposition’s claims that the land that will

UNAASA 57/81 Carrington Street Adelaide, SA 5000

PH (08) 8223 2420

be cleared of mines would be handed
over to the companies de-mining
them.
He said that laws are in place to
prevent their takeover and those lands
will be the property of the Ministry of
Finance.
More than 6,000 people have been
maimed or killed since 1984 due to
landmines in Turkey.
Source: Daily Sabah
and SafeGround
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Our Discussion Evening with Peter Faulkner, 17 March 2015
The meeting was well
attended, with nearly 20
members and friends coming to hear Peter.
It was in two arts: in the
first part Peter started (as
one might expect if you
know Peter, with something tangible—the Universe). He then focussed
in on the solar system and
our planet’s place in it. It is
not for nothing that as the
past Editor of this newsletter, he called it “The Planet
3 Digest”. Looking at the
smaller scale we moved
from the geological map of
South Australia, to focus
on the Flinders, and his
favourite place to visit in
Brachina Gorge where the
Golden Spike sums up his
particular interest in the
geology of this area.

Looking at the rock samples and crystals
Barbara Colbert has written following Peter’s talk.

As the UNAA SA environmental officer on our Executive
Committee he was able to remind us as he spoke of our
need to understand and respect the environment. Telling us
about his study tours, or more accurately, pilgrimages, to the
Flinders, and how he had gained new insights about our relationship with the land from the area’s indigenous custodians.
The second part was much less formal when he brought out
his geological sample box that is the outcome of a lifetime of
dedicated collection. Each stone and crystal has a story, and
as we handed them around we could talk about how they
formed, which elements contributed to their crystal structure,
and the fascinating story of how Peter found them.

To John Crawford, UNAA-SA Division
Tuesday 24th March 2015
Dear John, (hoping it is the right John)
I really enjoyed last Tuesday’s meeting. It’s the second time in
recent times that I’ve heard a talk on the Flinders Ranges that really
surprised me.
Many years ago (if I stop and check, I’m sure I’ll get sidetracked)
a speaker was scheduled at Walkerville Historical Society (there
isn’t a Windsor Gardens Society and as I worship at St. Andrew’s,
Walkerville, I joined that one) on the Gawler Craton (? Kraton) and
the Flinders Ranges. It was Victor
Gostin, an eminent geologist, who
held me entranced. Eons ago, an object
from outer space hit S.A.. The crater
is about 40 km across, at least. Victor
explained that a person crossing one
bump would probably not realise when
the other bump was crossed, that that
was the other side of the enormous
crater. Clearly it was some object!
I came to the recent evening
thinking that it was unlikely I’d enjoy
another Flinders talk as much. Well
I did! The fellowship was good too.
Thanks for the event.
Best regards, Barbara Colbert.
Thank you Barbara for the kind
words.
Peter spoke about the Golden
Spike, and the Ediacaran era. On
the next page we explain how
important these are.
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The Ediacaran GSSP
Wikipedia tells us that the Ediacaran
Period, named after the Ediacara Hills
of South Australia, is the last geological period of the Neoproterozoic Era
and of the Proterozoic Eon, immediately preceding the Cambrian Period,
the first period of the Paleozoic Era
and of the Phanerozoic Eon.
The Ediacaran Period’s status as an
official geological period was ratified
in 2004 by the International Union of
Geological Sciences (IUGS), making
it the first new geological period
declared in 120 years. Although the
Period takes its name from the Ediacara Hills where geologist Reg Sprigg
first discovered fossils of the eponymous biota in 1946, the type section
is located in the bed of the Enorama
Creek within Brachina Gorge in the
Flinders Ranges of South Australia, at
31°19′53.8″S 138°38′0.1″E.
Photograph-Bahudhara

The Ediacaran “Golden” Spike is actually made of Bronze.
The South Australian Museum has a
display of Ediacaran fossils. The Ediacaran soft-bodied creatures lived on
microbial mats on shallow seafloors.
When smothered by sand they were
preserved as mineral ‘death-mask
imprints’. The fossils are simply the
moulds and casts of their squashed
bodies preserved as imprints in sandstone layers.
The fossils of these soft-bodied creatures were collected from many sites
in the Flinders Ranges, South Australia. They were the basis for defining
the first new geological period in more
than a century: the Ediacaran Period.

WHAT IS A GSSP?

A Global Boundary Stratotype Section and Point, abbreviated GSSP, is an
internationally agreed upon reference point on a stratigraphic section which
defines the lower boundary of a stage on the geologic time scale.
No wonder they call a GSSP a “Golden Spike”.
Because defining a GSSP depends on finding well-preserved geologic
sections and identifying key events, this task becomes more difficult as one
goes farther back in time. Before 630 million years ago, boundaries on the
geologic timescale are defined simply by reference to fixed dates, known as
“Global Standard Stratigraphic Ages”.

This new rung in the ladder of
geological time is defined
by a marker or ‘golden
spike’ in the Flinders
Ranges National Park.
It is the first such ‘golden spike’ to be defined
in rocks of the Southern
Hemisphere, let alone
Australia. The Ediacaran
Period began 635 million
years ago and ended 542
million years ago with the
Cambrian explosion of
animal life, represented
by animals with skeletons
and shells.

World map of all ratified GSSPs
UNAASA 57/81 Carrington Street Adelaide, SA 5000
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Buffy Sainte-Marie – Performed at WOMADelaide in 2015
The former Spokesperson for the
International Year for Indigenous
Peoples, Buffy Saint-Marie was among
a host of international performers at
this year’s WOMADelaide. Her life
achievements are amazing. Apart from
being a world famous singer/songwriter, and visual artist, she has been
a formidable advocate for Indigenous
rights and an outstanding educator.
Her academic credentials are exceptional as she holds a Bachelor of Arts
and a Doctor of Philosophy degree.
New York was her home for some time
but it was impossible for many of her
songs to be played on radio stations in
the United States. Despite this, Buffy
Saint-Marie has gained a world-wide
reputation.
Buffy Sainte-Marie OC (born February 20, 1941) is a Canadian-American
Cree singer-songwriter, musician,
composer, visual artist, educator, pacifist, and social activist. Throughout her
career in all of these areas, her work
has focused on issues of Indigenous
peoples of the Americas. Her singing
and writing repertoire also includes
subjects of love, war, religion, and
mysticism. She founded the Cradleboard Teaching Project, an educational
curriculum devoted to better understanding Native Americans. She has
won recognition and many awards
and honours for both her music and
her work in education and social
activism.

homa, and has continued to appear at
concerts, conferences and conventions
of that religion since then. In 1992, she
appeared in the musical event prelude
to the Bahá’í World Congress, a double
concert “Live Unity: The Sound of the
World” in 1992 with video broadcast
and documentary. In the video documentary of the event Sainte-Marie is
seen on the Dini Petty Show explaining the Bahá’í teaching of Progressive
revelation. She also appears in the 1985
video “Mona With The Children” by
Douglas John Cameron.

Songwriters Hall of Fame (2005), Canada’s Walk of Fame (1999), JUNO Hall
of Fame (1995); Lifetime Achievement
Award, Aboriginal Peoples Choice
Music Awards (2009) and Canadian
Aboriginal Music Awards (2008);
official spokesperson, UN International Year of Indigenous Peoples (1993);
honorary degrees from six Canadian
universities.
Sources: Wikimedia and Wikipedia

Career
Sainte-Marie played piano and
guitar, self-taught, in her childhood
and teen years. In college some of her
songs, “Ananias”, the Indian lament,
“Now That the Buffalo’s Gone” and
“Mayoo Sto Hoon” (in Hindi) were
already in her repertoire.

Some will tell you what you really want ain’t
on the menu. Don’t believe them. Cook it up
yourself and then prepare to serve them.”
-Buffy Sainte Marie,
“Jeremiah”

Personal life
She was born Beverly Sainte-Marie in 1941 on the Piapot Cree First
Nations Reserve in the Qu’Appelle
Valley, Saskatchewan, Canada. She
was orphaned and later adopted,
growing up in Wakefield, Massachusetts with parents Albert and Winifred
Sainte-Marie who were related to her
biological parents. She attended the
University of Massachusetts Amherst,
earning degrees (BA 1963 and PhD
1983) in teaching and Oriental philosophy and graduating in the top ten of
her class. In 1964 on a return trip to
the Piapot Cree reserve in Canada for
a Powwow she was welcomed and (in
a Cree Nation context) adopted by the
youngest son of Chief Piapot (Emile
Piapot) and his wife. They added to
Sainte-Marie’s cultural understanding,
and place in, native culture.
She became an active friend of the
Bahá’í Faith by the mid-1970s when
she is said to have appeared in the
1973 Third National Baha’i Youth
Conference at the Oklahoma State
Fairgrounds, Oklahoma City, Okla-

Buffy Saint-Marie 2010 Lifetime Artistic Achievement (Popular Music)
Her songs range from the tender
“Until It’s Time for You to Go” (recorded by, among others, Elvis Presley, Cher, Neil Diamond, Cleo Laine,
Ginette Reno, and Barbra Streisand)
to iconic protests such as “Universal
Soldier” (which became the anthem
of the peace movement) and inspired,
informative pleas for Aboriginal rights
(“Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee,”
“Native North American Child,” “My
Country ‘Tis of Thy People You’re
Dying”).A pioneer in the field of
digital art, she has exhibited her digital
paintings in major museums across
North America.
Awards and honours include
Officer of the Order of Canada (1997);
inducted into the Canadian Country
Music Hall of Fame (2009), Canadian
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In 1968 she married surfing teacher Dewain Bugbee of Hawaii; they divorced in
1971. She married Sheldon Wolfchild from
Minnesota in 1975; they have a son, Dakota “Cody” Starblanket Wolfchild. That
union also ended and she married, thirdly,
to Jack Nitzsche in the early 1980s. She
currently lives on Kauai.
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Leanne Liddle appointed to Northern Land Council
Yankunatjara (APY) lands
in the far north west of
South Australia.
It is within this region
that Leanne for many years
managed with Traditional
Owners an award winning project called “Kuka
Kanyini” which loosely
translates as “looking after
the land”, an area with
unique biologically diverse
plants and animals. This
program ensured the best
environmental outcomes
on a landscape scale as a
result of “learnings” which
incorporated both western
science and traditional land
management skills.
Among recent appointments to the
Northern Land Council is Leanne
Liddle who not only has worked
for the United Nations but also has
been a guest speaker at our UN Day
Dinners. Leanne, who has just been
appointed as the new Northern Land
Council Senior Policy Adviser, is an
Arrente woman born and raised in
Alice Springs. She has strong cultural
ties across the central desert region,
including the Anangu Pitjantjatjara

Leanne has qualifications in Environmental Science, Law
and Management, but she believes
that her most important knowledge
has come from her grandmother and
great-grandmother who taught her
about traditional land management
skills, particularly with the use of fire.
Leanne has served other senior
public service roles, including as
manager of Food Security for Aboriginal Communities in South Australia,

and the manager of the APY and West
Coast regions of South Australia – both
within the Department of Premier and
Cabinet . She was also the first Aboriginal policewoman in South Australia
where she worked for 11 years as a
senior constable in remote and city
police stations.
Leanne also worked on the international circuit for the United Nations,
with stints in Geneva, New York and
in Paris with UNESCO, and as the
director of Bush Heritage Australia.
Leanne is part of a large family. Her
identical twin sister has just completed
a PhD from ANU, another sister is an
executive with SANTOS, and a brother
is a captain for Cathay Pacific Airways.
Her father, Geoff, was a supervisor
with ADRAIL for the Alice Springs
–Darwin railway line, and her mother
Jean, worked for several decades as a
student counsellor at schools in Alice
Springs. Her grandfather, Harold,
owned and managed Ti-Tree Roadhouse in the early days before any
bitumen was laid.
Leanne is very happy to return to
the Territory with her young children
and partner.
From Land Rights News - Northern
Edition www.nlc.org.au – January 2015

INTERNATIONAL DAYS—April to July, 2015

APRIL
2 April World Autism Awareness Day A/RES/62/139
4 April International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action A/RES/60/97
6 April International Day of Sport for Development and
Peace A/RES/67/296
7 April Day of Remembrance of the Victims of the Rwanda
Genocide —
7 April World Health Day [WHO] WHA/A.2/Res.35
12 April International Day of Human Space Flight A/
RES/65/271
22 April International Mother Earth Day A/RES/63/278
23 April World Book and Copyright Day Resolution 3.18 of
the 28th session of the UNESCO General Conference
23 April English Language Day —
25 April World Malaria Day [WHO] —
26 April World Intellectual Property Day [WIPO] —
28 April World Day for Safety and Health at Work —
29 April Day of Remembrance for all Victims of Chemical
Warfare —
30 April International Jazz Day —
MAY
3 May World Press Freedom Day —
8-9 May Time of Remembrance and Reconciliation for
Those Who Lost Their Lives During the Second World War
A/RES/59/26
10-11 May World Migratory Bird Day [UNEP] —
13 May “Vesak”, the Day of the Full Moon —
15 May International Day of Families A/RES/47/237
17 May World Telecommunication and Information Society
Day [ITU] A/RES/60/252
21 May World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and
Development A/RES/57/249
22 May International Day for Biological Diversity A/
RES/55/201
23 May International Day to End Obstetric Fistula A/
RES/67/147
29 May International Day of UN Peacekeepers

A/RES/57/129
31 May World No-Tobacco Day [WHO] Resolution 42.19 of
the 42nd session of WHO
JUNE
1 June Global Day of Parents (A/RES/66/292)
1 June “Vesak”, the Day of the Full Moon
4 June International Day of Innocent Children Victims of
Aggression (A/RES/ES-7/8)
5 June World Environment Day [UNEP] (A/RES/2994
(XXVII))
6 June Russian Language Day at the UN (in Russian)
8 June World Oceans Day (A/RES/63/111)
12 June World Day Against Child Labour
14 June World Blood Donor Day [WHO] (WHA58.13)
15 June World Elder Abuse Awareness Day (A/RES/66/127)
17 June World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought
(A/RES/49/115)
20 June World Refugee Day (A/RES/55/76)
21 June International Day of Yoga (A/RES/69/131)
(A/69/L.17) (draft)
23 June United Nations Public Service Day (A/RES/57/277)
23 June International Widows’ Day (A/RES/65/189)
25 June Day of the Seafarer [IMO] (STCW/CONF.2/DC.4)
26 June International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit
Trafficking (A/RES/42/112)
26 June United Nations International Day in Support of
Victims of Torture (A/RES/52/149)
26 June International Albinism Awareness Day
JULY
4 July (first Saturday in July) International Day of Cooperatives (A/RES/47/90)
11 July World Population Day (UNDP decision 89/46 15)
15 July World Youth Skills Day (draft A/C.3/69/L.13/Rev.1)
18 July Nelson Mandela International Day (A/RES/64/13)
28 July World Hepatitis Day [WHO]
30 July International Day of Friendship (A/RES/65/275)
30 July World Day against Trafficking in Persons (A/
RES/68/192)

INTERNATIONAL WEEKS 2015
23–29 April 2007 UN Global Road Safety Week A/RES/60/5
25–31 May Week of Solidarity with the Peoples of
Non-Self-Governing Territories A/RES/54/91
1–7 August World Breastfeeding Week [WHO]
4–10 October World Space Week A/RES/54/68
24–30 October Disarmament Week A/RES/S-10/2, p. 102
11–17 November International Week of Science and Peace
A/RES/43/61 (The week in which 11 November falls)
INTERNATIONAL YEARS 2015
International Year of Light and Light-based Technologies A/
RES/68/221
International Year of Soils [FAO] A/RES/68/232
2016
International Year of Pulses (A/RES/68/231)
International Year of Camelids (draft A/C.2/69/L.41)
INTERNATIONAL DECADES
2015–2024 International Decade for People of African Descent A/RES/68/237
2014–2024 United Nations Decade of Sustainable Energy
for All A/RES/67/215
2011–2020 Third International Decade for the Eradication of
Colonialism A/RES/65/119
United Nations Decade on Biodiversity A/RES/65/161
Decade of Action for Road Safety A/RES/64/255
2010–2020 United Nations Decade for Deserts and the
Fight against Desertification A/RES/62/195
2008–2017 Second United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty A/RES/62/205
2006–2016 Decade of Recovery and Sustainable Development of the Affected Regions
(third decade after the Chernobyl disaster) A/RES/62/9
2005–2015 International Decade for Action, “Water for Life”
A/RES/58/217
From http://www.un.org/en/events/observances/index.shtml

Note: The A/RES/nn/nnn references refer to the UN resolution establishing the Day etc. The full resolution can be found by an internet search for that number..
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Aboriginal Imprisonment – highest rates in the world
A senior Northern Territory barrister
decries the incarceration rates among
Aboriginal people. Senior Counsel,
John B. Lawrence, compares the imprisonment rate in the Northern Territory
of 834 with other countries round the
world including the United States (714),
New Zealand (161), and Canada (118) to
confirm “ what is clearly a national crisis
and disgrace” . These figures represent
the number of people in gaol per 100
000 of the population. The figure for
the whole of Australia is 187, 28% being
Aboriginal although Aboriginal people
are barely 3% of the population. Western
Australia (255 ) has the highest rate of
any Australian state. Other statistics from
the Northern Territory are alarming:
•
97% of the juveniles in jail are
Aboriginal – a 70% increase over the past
10 years
•
The imprisonment rate for
Juveniles is 6 times higher than any other
state or territory
•
The imprisonment rate for
adults is 4 to 5 times higher than any
other state
•
86% of adults in jail are Aboriginal people
Even on a national scale the situation
is intolerable. The Productivity Commission Report in 2014 recorded that

Aboriginal juveniles were imprisoned
at 24 times the rate of their non-Aboriginal counterparts and that there had
been a 74% increase in the imprisonment
rate for Aboriginal women since 2000.
The cost - $100 000 per adult prisoner
per year and $200 000 for each juvenile
prisoner. The new $ 1 billion super jail
in the Northern Territory to house just
1100 prisoners is already close to full. Of
course, the social cost is immeasurable.
John Lawrence, writing in the Land
Rights News – Northern Edition,
suggests how this “regressive disaster”
could be reversed, by consideration of
the adopted Lord Wilberforce in his
campaign against slavery in 18th century
England. After his lobbying
of Members of Parliament
falling on deaf ears, changed
strategy and took his message to the people. Likewise
the facts about Aboriginal
imprisonment need to be
known. John Lawrence’s are
telling.
Ultimately, history will
judge First World Australia as to how it fared in
dealing with its Aboriginal
inhabitants. It will do so
by comparing it with other
First World countries which

faced the same challenge – like Canada,
New Zealand and some South American
countries.
Where will Australia sit compared with
others in that comparative table? It won’t
be at the top with its HID rating.
This is a summary of an article by John
Lawrence who is a Darwin based barrister
and immediate past president of the Northern
Territory Bar Association. He make a pointed
contrast between Australia’s ranking on the
United Nations Human Development Index
and where Australia stands in its treatment
of Aboriginal people. The article appeared in
the Land Rights News – Northern Edition
www.nlc.org.au – January 2015.

Darwin Correction Centre opened in September 2014 at an
estimated cost of $1.8 billion Photo: Wikipedia

Ending subsidies, water sector graft key for global development - UN – TRFN
LONDON, Feb 24 (Thomson Reuters
Foundation) - A crackdown on corruption in
the water sector and increasing investment in
infrastructure are essential to avoid conflicts
over water, "life's most vital resource",
a United Nations University report said
on Tuesday. Population growth, economic
insecurity, corruption and climate change
threaten the stability and the very existence
of some nations, the report said.

(Reporting By Magdalena Mis; Editing by Tim Pearce)
post-2015 sustainable development objectives and avert international tensions
and water-related conflicts, it said.
"In the context of sustainable development (corruption in the water sector) is a
crime against all of us," Sandford said.
"This must end if sustainable development is to be achieved and global
security assured."

"We need to be well aware that this is
a serious threat ... not just in the developing world but in the developed
world also," Bob Sandford, lead author
of the report, told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation in a phone interview from
Alberta, Canada. We have places even
in Canada that are struggling because of
the persistence and repetition of extreme
weather events."

More than two billion people gained
access to clean water between 1990 and
2012, but almost 750 million are still denied what the United Nations recognises
as a human right. The cost of achieving
post-2015 goals on water and sanitation
development, and maintenance and replacement of infrastructure, is estimated
at $1.2 trillion to $2.4 trillion per year, the
report said.

As the world gears up to adopt a new
set of development objectives later this
year, to replace expiring U.N. Millennium Development Goals, unmet water
targets threaten to reverse gains on
universally shared goals like security,
the report said. Removing "harmful and
unproductive" subsidies and tackling
corruption in the water sector could free
up much-needed resources to meet the

Removing subsidies, including those
for the petroleum, gas and coal industries, worth $1.9 trillion a year, would
free up resources that could be directed
towards achieving the water goal, it said.
Additional resources can be freed up by
eliminating illicit financial flows, estimated at 30 percent of all water sector funding, the report said, citing World Bank
and U.N. figures. Overall, this would
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make available for the water sector a
minimum of $3.11 trillion per year, the
report said. Water, named one of the top
three global risks two years running by
the World Economic Forum, "underpins
sustainable development more than any
other (natural resource)," it said.
The global water crisis is caused not
by a shortage of water, but by a shortage
of water where and when it's needed, a
situation made worse by climate change
and water-related disasters, it said. Although most cross-border water disputes
have so far resulted in cooperation rather
than conflict, this may change because
the water supply of 2.9 billion people in
48 countries is expected to fall short of
needs in just 10 years, the report said.
"Faced with a life or death decision,
people tend to do whatever they must to
survive," it said.
Sandford singled out the effective management of water resources and scaling
up investments in infrastructure as the
most critical tasks in making development sustainable.
"It's not impossible for us to do, but
it's getting harder and harder if we don't
move now," he said.
PAGE 10

UNAA(SA) Newsletter: Planet 3 Digest

United Nations report is a human rights performance review that we should take seriously
Matthew Kronborg

Published: March 12, 2015

• Julian Burnside: Tony Abbott is a bully over UN Convention Against Torture
This week a number of high-profile
Australians have made rather broad
brushed inflammatory condemnations
of the whole United Nations organisation and its mechanisms. These offthe-cuff and thought bubble responses
hold back Australia's best interests and
damage the country's reputation as an
upstanding global citizen that seeks to
eliminate human rights abuses where
ever they may occur.
The facts are that Australia and the
UN have had an enduring and symbiotic relationship over many decades.
Australia was a founding member of
the UN in the late 1940s and was one
of the eight nations involved with the
original drafting of the UN Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.
Australia has continuously been
a strong supporter of human rights
throughout international treaty negotiations and the country has ratified
almost all major international human
rights instruments. To provide a
self-check mechanism the country has
issued a standing invitation to UN human rights experts to visit and report
on Australia as they see fit.
Feedback from friends, especially
when requested, regarding areas for

improvement should be considered rather than angrily
dismissed.
The UN Special Rapporteur on torture and other
cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment is
an independent investigator
of the core UN machinery.
Juan Mendez's global review
report was written without fear or favour and will
be considered by the UN
Human Rights Council in
due course. He and the UN
Human Rights Council work
solely to promote and protect
human rights. They have no
other mission.

Matthew Kronborg is the national executive director of

Mendez's report should be
the United Nations Association of Australia.
taken to indicate possible – and,
Last year Australia was recognised
in some cases, very likely – deviafor making an outstanding contributions away from human rights norms,
tion as a temporary member of the UN
a canary in the coal mine of sorts.
Security Council particularly through
His investigations test all countries
the exemplary efforts of Australia's
against international human rights law
permanent representative to the Unitbaselines, especially the International
ed Nations Gary Quinlan and Foreign
Convention against Torture and Other
Minister Julie Bishop.
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and the Universal
Following that success, Australia is
Declaration of Human Rights. Australcurrently lobbying for a seat on the
ia has long supported and chosen to
UN Human Rights Council. How it is
be a signatory to
seen to respond to human rights conthese important
cerns domestically, both in sentiment
pillars protecting
and action, may influence other counhuman rights.
tries willingness to vote for Australia
as it pursues this objective.
The UN Special
Rapporteur has
Australia's passion to aspire for
simply provided
a perfect human rights record is a
Australia with
very respectable ambition and sets a
a brief perforpositive precedent that other countries
mance review
can follow. To continually improve
against the goals
towards this goal the country has to
they contain.
be willing to listen to expert feedback.
How a country
Sweeping, denigrating, undiplomatic
and its people
remarks about the entire United Nachoose to retions are unhelpful and misplaced.
spond is entirely
This story was published by the Sydney
up to them.
Morning Herald on March 12 2015.

Juan Mendez, Special Rapporteur on Torture

World Happiness Report
Out of the 178 countries surveyed in
2006, the best scoring countries were
Vanuatu, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, and Panama, although Vanuatu is
absent from all later indices.
In July 2011, the UN General Assembly passed a resolution inviting member countries to measure the happiness

of their people and to use this to help
guide their public policies.
On April 2, 2012 this was followed
by the first UN High Level Meeting on
"Happiness and Well-Being: Defining
a New Economic Paradigm," which
was chaired by Prime Minister Jigme
Thinley of Bhutan, the first and so far
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only country to have officially adopted
gross national happiness instead of the
gross domestic product as the main
development indicator.
In the 2013 report Australia was
10th behind Denmark, Norway and
Switzerland.
PAGE 11

UNAA(SA) Newsletter: Planet 3 Digest

UN at 70

I write this after a morning assisting
Andrew Baines and our Vice-President, Lidia Moretti, with our Art
Installation at Joe’s Cafe at Henley
Beach.
Our multinational guests were
photographed standing in the water
at Henley Beach demonstrating the
words of John Donne. In 1624 he wrote
“No man is an iland, intire of it selfe;
every man is a peece of the Continent,
a part of the maine; if a clod bee washed
away by the Sea, Europe is the lesse, as
well as if a Promontorie were, as well as if
a Mannor of thy friends or of thine owne
were; any mans death diminishes me,
because I am involved in Mankinde; And
therefore never send to know for whom the
bell tolls; It tolls for thee....’.
Andrew’s idea of our guests symbolizing human islands, yet brought
together in harmony, encapsulates the
ideals of the UN.
We especially thank our esteemed
guests for braving the wind and
cold—specially the Governor of South
Australia, Hieu Van Le, who joined
our nine barefoot guests in the water.
It was a great photographic opportunity to highlight the proud 70 years of
the UN. Thank you to all involved.

Membership Renewal

Our financial year began on 1 April,
and membership falls due then. New
members who joined earlier this year
have no need to renew until next year.
If you have not already renewed, a
renewal form is included with this
newsletter or you can find it on our
web site.
We circulate our newsletter to our
members and friends, and we really
do need your support to help us make
people aware of the good work of the
UN and its agencies.
If you have not already joined or
renewed your membership, please
consider offering your support by
joining us as a member.

WILPF Centenary

The Women’s International League
for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) aims
to achieve a more just and equal
world, free of war and violence, where
everyone has the full benefit of human
rights. On 25th April 1915 one thousand women met in the Hague for an
international peace conference, so with
the publication of this newsletter you
will receive it almost on the 100th an-

POSTSCRIPT
niversary of this meeting from which
WILPF arose.

Discussion Evening

WILPF—Ruth Russell
19 May 5.30 pm.

To celebrate the WILPF Centenary
we have asked Ruth Russell, the
WILPF corporate representative on
our Executive Committee, to speak at
our forthcoming Discussion evening
on 19 May 2015 at our office at 57/81
Carrington Street.
These evenings are held at 5.30pm
on the third Tuesday of the odd numbered months in our Carrington Street
office.

Our First Discussion Evening
for 2015

Was Tuesday March 17th, 5.30 to
7.30 pm when Peter Faulkner (our environment officer) told us about “The
Treasures of the Flinders Ranges”.
We thank Peter very much for a most
enjoyable, and well attended evening.

Our New Web Site

In the next few days we hope to
bring our new web site on line at
www.unaasa.org.au. We thank Matt
Traeger and WebSmart for helping improve our UNAA SA Internet interface
to the world.

UN in the News

On the membership renewal form
we have included web site details to
subscribe to these email news services:
UNWire (daily from UN New York),
UNity (UNAA fortnightly news
from Canberra), and
UN in the News (daily from UNIC
in Canberra)
They are an excellent way to see regular updates from a UN point of view
on the top issues around the world. I
commend them to you. You can easily
unsubscribe if you later change your
mind. If you have difficulty subscribing to any of these please contact me.

The Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs)

Eight international development
goals were established after the
Millennium Summit of the United
Nations in 2000, following the adoption of the United Nations Millennium
Declaration. All 189 United Nations
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member states at the time (now 193),
and at least 23 international organizations, committed to help achieve the
following Millennium Development
Goals by 2015:
•

To eradicate extreme poverty
and hunger

•

To achieve universal primary
education

•

To promote gender equality and
empower women

•

To reduce child mortality

•

To improve maternal health

•

To combat HIV/AIDS, malaria,
and other diseases

•

To ensure environmental sustainability

•

To develop a global partnership
for development

As 2015 is the last year of the MDG
targets, during this year the UN is
looking at what has been achieved.
The MDG goals will be replaced
by Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs).

SDGs
National consultations on a post2015 development agenda are under
way in more than 70 countries and
then towards the end of the year the
outcome will the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). These will be
a proposed set of targets relating to
future international development.
They will replace the Millennium
Development Goals once they expire
at the end of this year. The SDGs were
first formally discussed at the United
Nations Conference on Sustainable
Development held in Rio de Janeiro in
June 2012 (Rio+20).
On 19 July 2014, the UN General
Assembly’s Open Working Group
on Sustainable Development Goals
(OWG) forwarded a proposal for the
SDGs to the Assembly. The proposal
contained 17 goals with 169 targets
covering a broad range of sustainable
development issues. These included
ending poverty and hunger, improving health and education, making
cities more sustainable, combating
climate change, and protecting oceans
and forests.
On 4 December 2014, the UN General Assembly accepted the Secretary-General’s Synthesis Report which
stated that the agenda for the post2015 SDG process would be based on
the OWG proposals.
April 2015
John Crawford, President
phone: 8344 4978
email: pres@unaasa.org.au.
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